
MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Honorable Mayor and Members                 Date: March 14, 2022 
       Chula Vista City Council 
 
From:  Sustainability Commission 
 

   Subject: Cooperative Agreement for Waste Plastic Reprocessing 
 

BACKGROUND: 

At its February 14, 2022 meeting, the Sustainability Commission received a presentation from CIOPRO, 
INC regarding patented technology to reprocess waste plastic into a variety of fuels, resulting in less 
than 5% ash that can be used to enrich soil.  CIOPRO has built a pilot plastics reprocessing plant in San 
Bernardino, and is seeking partnerships to develop and deploy a full scale facility in Southern California. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

A parcel of City-owned property adjacent to the Otay Landfill has been identified as an ideal site for the 
full-scale deployment of CIOPRO’s plastics reprocessing technology, and Republic Services is interested 
in the technology to divert waste plastics from the landfill, which is expected to be at capacity by 2028. 
The Sustainability Commission recommends that the City Council support development of a cooperative 
agreement with CIOPRO and Republic Services to enable deployment of a waste plastic reprocessing 
facility on City-owned property adjacent to the landfill. 

ANALYSIS: 

A recent report by the Organization of Economically Cooperation and Development (OECD) show that 
the bulk of plastics produced world-wide is either mismanaged or ends up in landfills: 
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The OECD is promoting a treaty to reduce the amount of plastic products being produced each year, and 
cites the following 2019 statistics that are contributing to the plastic waste problem (a problem that has 
been greatly exacerbated by the pandemic).   

“Plastic waste generated annually per person varies from 221 kilograms [488 lbs.] in the U.S. and 
114 kg [251 lbs.] in European OECD countries to 69 kg [152 lbs.], on average, for Japan and 
Korea.”   

While plastics-producing companies are involved in the negotiations of the OECD treaty, it is clear that 
actions must also be taken to remove waste plastics that are already in the environment. 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 

Other than making available a parcel of unused property near the Otay Landfill, there would be no cost 
to the City of Chula Vista in leading this effort to develop new technology for addressing what is clearly a 
global environmental problem. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Tina Matthias, Chair 
Sustainability Commission 


