GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN POLICY WORKING GROUP

INTRODUCTION

Climate Change is among the greatest threats to human rights in human history. It continues to violate the rights of the most vulnerable in the society. It exacerbates poverty and inequality, posing an additional constraint on the capacity of many economies to meet the needs of its people. The shared vision involves the largest distribution of resources in modern history and maintaining the integrity of the earth’s climate system.

If this is not ensured, societies continue to suffer and amongst the hardest hit by the impacts of climate change are girls and young women. Girls and young are amongst the most vulnerable to the negative impacts of climate change. These impacts can limit girl’s access to education and resources.
Of the 1.5 billion people living in poverty, 70 percent are women.14 Although women work almost double the amount of hours that men do they often have less access to formal financial systems, less ownership of land and property and less decision-making power than men.   Women are often responsible for gathering water and fuel, which climate change renders increasingly scarce.  Because of the high level of dependence on local natural resources for their livelihood, girls and young women are disproportionately affected by extreme 
events resulting from climate change. According to a report by UNIFEM, it’s stated that, 70% of the world’s hungry are girls. Further, there are still 215 million women around the world with an unmet need for contraception.  In some regions, young women ages 15-19 are twice as likely to lack access to the contraception they want and need as women are over twenty.A community’s ability to mitigate or respond to climate change can improve if women are able to access sexual and reproductive health information and services and plan their families.  Finally, in addition to being cost effective and a human rights imperative, empowering women to time their pregnancies would reduce carbon emissions significantly. This step alone would provide 8 to 15 percent of the reductions needed to avert climate change.5
Using recent data on emissions, program effectiveness, and program costs, climate change economists concluded that responding to the unmet need for family planning and supporting girls education are much less costly than low-carbon energy development, options, including solar, wind, nuclear power, second-generation biofuels, and carbon capture and storage.  Family planning and girls education programs were found to be cost-competitive with forest conservation and other improvements in forestry and agricultural practices.  

In a statement by The UNFCCC Secretary General, Christiana Figueres, she noted that negotiations can be much more effective if we recognize a paradigm change based on 
responsibility to future generations, and that the human face of climate 
change is understood.

. 

It looks into the following key areas and highlights the following:

1. Shared Vision
2. Adaptation
Adaptation strategies and policies must be facilitate the interests and needs of young people, particularly girls and young women. This must take into consideration their role and contribution in the society. It must address the obstacles that hinder the participation of   girls and young women face towards accessing infrastructure that contributes to their enhancement.
In addition, adaptation strategies must take into consideration the role of education in transforming communities and invest in this vulnerable group this shall be realized through equal resource distribution. 
We urge governments to take the following actions:

· Fully fund NAPAs that address people’s short-term adaptation needs while building long- term sustainability, reducing environmental pressure and strengthening people’s resilience to climate change effects.
·  Ensure that NAPAs and future adaptation projects are aligned with long-term sustainable development planning principles: projects should incorporate a multisectoral approach and they should mix short-, medium-, and long-term strategies to better reflect how people live.  This includes prioritizing gender equity and sexual and reproductive health in climate change adaptation strategies.
·  Invest in rights and evidence-based comprehensive sexuality education and youth-friendly sexual and reproductive health services, including access to contraception, to support young people’s ability to make informed, responsible decisions about their sexual and reproductive health.
·  Provide universal access to voluntary family planning services and ensure meaningful community and youth participation in the planning, design and implementation of such programs and services
·  Guarantee education for women and girls as an empowerment tool, as well as a catalyst for community development and poverty alleviation that will lead to more sustainable and resilient populations.
·  Integrate gender perspectives in all climate change policies, strategies and implementation activities to ensure that women and men can equally contribute to and benefit from climate solutions. 

· Ensure meaningful youth participation in the planning, design, and implementation of program and policies, especially those relevant to gender equity, sexual reproductive health and rights and climate change.
3. REDD Plus

4. Capacity Building
In conclusion, efforts must be effective in protecting the rights of all people against climate change impacts and particularly the vulnerable that include girls and young women. Girls and young women are stakeholders in addressing climate change issues. They are potential and powerful agents of change both within their local communities and at an international level we therefore are calling upon UNFCCC to recognize the impact of climate change in their lives. 
. 



Organizations that support this statemen:

�A more interesting name would be nice (


�This paragraph seems awkward, given that this policy working group should represent many organizations—correct? I think if we’re going to isolate one specific organization to say they strongly advocate for issues, etc—we’re defeating our point in mobilizing organizations to be on board with our mission.


�We should compile all the names and list in ABC order.





