GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN POLICY WORKING GROUP

INTRODUCTION

Climate Change is among the greatest threats to human rights in human history. It continues to violate the rights of the most vulnerable in the society. It exacerbates poverty and inequality, posing an additional constraint on the capacity of many economies to meet the needs of its people. The shared vision involves the largest distribution of resources in modern history and maintaining the integrity of the earth’s climate system.

If this is not ensured, societies continue to suffer and amongst the hardest hit by the impacts of climate change are girls and young women. Girls and young are amongst the most vulnerable to the negative impacts of climate change. These impacts can limit girl’s access to education and resources.

Because of the high level of dependence on local natural resources for their 
livelihood, girls and young women are disproportionately affected by extreme 
events resulting from climate change. According to a report by UNIFEM, it’s stated that, 70% of the world’s hungry are girls. *****STATE INTERNET QUOTE
In a statement by The UNFCCC Secretary General, Christiana Figueres, she noted that negotiations can be much more effective if we recognize a paradigm change based on 
responsibility to future generations, and that the human face of climate 
change is understood.

The World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts which is a voice of 10million girls and young women from 145 countries in the world out of its experience in non formal education strongly advocates for issues affecting girls and young women and calls upon the UNFCC Secretariat to take into concern the needs of this vulnerable group in the society.

It looks into the following key areas and highlights the following:

1. Shared Vision
2. Adaptation
Adaptation strategies and policies must be facilitate the interests and needs of girl and young women. This must take into consideration their role and contribution in the society. It must address the obstacles that hinder the participation of   girls and young women face towards accessing infrastructure that contributes to their enhancement.

Adaptation strategies must take into consideration the role of education in transforming communities and invest in this vulnerable group and this shall be realized through equal resource distribution. 

3. REDD Plus

4. Capacity Building
In conclusion efforts must be effective in protecting the rights of all people against climate change impacts and particularly the vulnerable that include girls and young women. Girls and young women are stakeholders in addressing climate Change issues. They are potential and powerful agents of change both within their local communities and at an international level we therefore are calling upon UNFCCC to recognize the impact of Climate Change in their lives. 
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