PLACE ON YOUR ORGANIZATION’S LETTERHEAD

The Honorable (FIRST AND LAST NAME OF REPRESENTATIVE)
U.S. House of Representatives
(ADDRESS OF REP’S DC OFFICE)
Washington, DC 20515
Attn: (NAME OF HOUSING STAFF MEMBER)
Dear Representative (LAST NAME),

I am writing to urge you to ensure adequate funding for programs serving homeless and at-risk veterans, families, youth, and individuals in our district.  I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for your past support for efforts to prevent and end homelessness. (THANK THE REP FOR SOMETHING SPECIFIC HE/SHE HAS DONE IN THE PAST. The Alliance can help if you’re not sure what to say.)
We ask that you contact House Appropriations Committee leaders right away to express your support for ensuring that the final FY 2011 appropriations bill includes:

· $2.2 billion for HUD’s McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grants programs;

· 10,000 new joint HUD-VA Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH) vouchers;

· 10,000 joint HUD, HHS, and Education Housing and Services for Homeless Persons Demonstration housing vouchers; and

· $126 million for HHS’ Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (RHYA) programs.

These programs are critical for our efforts to prevent and end homelessness in (COMMUNITY). (DISCUSS LOCAL EFFORTS TO PREVENT/END HOMELESSNESS. MENTION:
· THE SUCCESS OF LOCAL MCKINNEY, VASH, OR RHYA PROGRAMS;
· VETERANS, YOUTH, FAMILIES, OR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES SERVED THROUGH LOCAL PROGRAMS;

· LOCAL REDUCTIONS IN HOMELESSNESS (OR RECENT INCREASES DUE TO THE RECESSION) – IF YOU DON’T HAVE LOCAL DATA, FIND STATE-BY-STATE DATA HERE: http://www.endhomelessness.org/stateofhomelessness2011 ; and/or
· INTERESTING PARTNERS, LIKE BUSINESSES, PHILANTHROPY, LOCAL GOVERNMENT, ETC.

In order to continue this great work in (COMMUNITY), we need adequate funding from our federal partner. I hope we can count on you to contact Appropriations Committee leaders to express your support for the above FY 2011 funding levels for these critical programs.
I will follow up on this request in the next week. In the meantime, please feel free to contact me at (EMAIL/PHONE). 

Sincerely,
