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We assess that the overall impact will be positive. We know that there are some settings which
operate full-time and only provide a very narrow religious education and these settings will face
the biggest impact of these changes, in terms of short-term disruption through the requirement
to register and meet regulatory requirements, change their operation (for example to part-time
or evening-only operation) or close. People with certain faiths, such as ultra-orthodox Judaism,
may be more significantly affected by measures relating to registration requirements because
they are more likely to be served by such settings than people of other faith backgrounds (but
the measures will apply equally to any such settings regardless of faith). The changes will
mean that children attending these settings have greater opportunity to receive a broader,
quality assured education, within a safe and secure environment. The benefit this opportunity
brings to children’s quality of education.

We do not believe that the impact on the parents’ right to secure a religious education for their
child outweighs the benefits to children of different faiths of a broad, safe education. It would
not be acceptable for public policy to support the alternative position of continuing the status
quo that denies children attending affected faith settings the opportunity of a safe and broad
education.
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