         The second major cause of child mortality is diarrhea

          36 doctors participate in a workshop on diarrhea prevention at Tezpur
Staff reporter, Tezpur,24 December: The second major cause for mortality of children below five years is diarrhea. The secretary of Tezpur Branch of Indian Pediatric Association, Dr. Ranjan Kumar Mahanta mentioned that –in India, every under five child suffers from average 1.6 episodes of diarrhea each year. Dr. Mahanta also elaborately explained about the initiatives to be taken by the doctors as precautionary measures to prevent diarrhea. Thirty six doctors participated in the workshop which was held in the meeting hall of the Association under the aegis of Tezpur Branch of Indian Pediatric Association. Noted Child Specialist of Assam Dr. Jnyanendranath Sharma, Dr. Garima Saikia and Dr. Rachana Das participated in the workshop as resource persons. Dr. Jnyanendranath Sharma elaborated on how diarrhea can be treated by administering ORS and home remedies. The other resource persons of the workshop too emphasized that there is no need to prescribe antibiotics to all children since rotavirus is the most common cause of diarrhea in children under five years of age. The participant child specialists urged on the importance of cleanliness, hygiene and intake of balanced diet to stop diarrhea. As vaccine is available for viral diarrhea, therefore, they also urged the necessity of rotavirus vaccination twice for infants less than six months. Besides the participants, the president of Indian Pediatrics Association, Tezpur Branch, Dr. Matiur Rahman, treasurer Dr. Subrat Kakoti, Executive members Dr. Shyama Saikia, Dr.Rupam Das, Dr.Naren Kutum, Dr. Roshan Ahmed, Dr. Pranati Saikia, and  Dr.Munin Pujari were also present in the workshop.
