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Tufts Alumni Petition

Open Letter to Tufts Alumni

Somerville, MA FIND OUT MORE

November 13, 2012 Boston Globe Coverage
Tufts Daily Op-Ed

Dear Tufts Alumni, Tufts Daily Coverage

I am writing to you today to ask for your support in urging the Trustees of Tufts Bill McKibben in Rolling Stone

College to sell the endowment’s holdings in the largest 200 publicly-traded fossil fuel
companies within 5 years.

Divestment in The New York Times

National Divestment Campaign

Sign the petition here: Tufts Alumni Petition

PETITION INFO:
The latest climate science shows that in order to limit global warming to 2°C, we 185 co-signers as of 1/27/2013
must limit our CO, emissions to 565 gigatons (Gt) between now and 2050.[1] If
burned, the oil and gas reserves held by these 200 companies would emit more than TOTAL PAGEVIEWS

2795 Gt.[2
- 793

A 2°C increase may not sound like much, but we are already seeing the effects of

just a 0.8°C increase. This year, drought covered 80% of the continental United BLOG ARCHIVE
States; wildfires burned nearly 8 million acres; and, most recently, Hurricane Sandy > 2013 (5)
struck New York and New Jersey, costing an estimated $50 billion in damage.[3,4] In
just the last 30 years, catastrophic weather events like these in North America
have increased by a factor of 5.[5] Without serious reductions in carbon

v 2012 (16)
» December (4)

¥ November (12)

Jessica Bauman, Arts and Sciences, 2003

emissions, the damage will grow.

Tufts’ investments in fossil fuel companies enable them to prospect for new reserves, Emily Fano, UEP, 1997
including the Canadian Tar Sands and beneath the Arctic Ocean. Tufts’ investments Gina Coplon-Newfield, Arts and Sciences, 1996
support the oil and gas industries’ publication of junk science, climate change denial,

. . . . Anonymous, Arts and Sciences, 1977
and congressional lobbying against carbon regulation.

H. Keith Lehman, Engineering, 1985

I am proud of and thankful for the Trustees’ work to grow the endowment. As Christine James, UEP, 1994
an alumnus, I care deeply about the University’s continued success, and know that Alex. Arts and Sciences. 1994
the endowment is a big part of Tufts’ position as one of the best universities in the

, ) . . . Stephanie Brown, Arts and Sciences, 2009
world. But Tufts’ action on climate change is equally important. Tufts should be a

leader on this issue - a light on the hill to inspire other universities. Socially Signe Porteshawver, Arts and Sciences, 2011
responsible investing (SRI) will both grow the endowment and work towards a more Rose Chaffee-Cohen, Arts and Sciences, 2003
stable society.[6] SRI will send a strong message to other universities to act. Reid Oldenburg, Arts and Sciences, 2008

Divesting the listed companies would be an affirmation of our institutional
ideals of global
leadership and public duty.

Open Letter to Tufts Alumni

ABOUT ME

Our responsibility to the Tufts community does not end with our departure from P .
campus. The climate crisis requires urgent action and strong leadership. Please join narew
me in asking the Trustees to divest the endowment’s holdings in the fossil fuel

industry and instead invest in companies that work toward a better future for

I'm a Tufts University alumnus (BA
Physics, 2008) and wind power
professional. The climate crisis is the

our world. :
biggest challenge of our lifetime. Through activism,
innovation, and education, we can meet the
) challenge and build a safe, sustainable world for our
Sincerely, children. Add your voice to the chorus of alumni
Andrew Hastings-Black ‘08 calling for divestment!
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