A  REVELATION ON TITHES AND OFFERINGS.

Malachi 3:8-10. ‘Will man rob God?..... : yet you are robbing me in tithes and offerings.’ ‘bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that they may be food in My house”.

Get your bible closer, pray for understanding and take your time to study….
WHY THERE ARE MANY CHURCHES TODAY?

JOHN 8:32 ‘And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free”.

LET’S GIVE THE BEST ISAAC TO GOD.
Tithing as per Gen 28:20-22-YES-According to a vow,Its just like freewill giving.Jacob was not forced.
Tithing as per Mal 3:8-10   -NO-Thus tithing during 430 BC,to reward temple workers for offering burnt sacrifices to God before Christ offered himself as a sacrificial lamp.
May God Bless You.

To have a proper in sight about tithing we need to analyze the following questions&answers:
1. Is tithing a Law of Moses that was set to be followed and observed? 
ANS: Yes.REF: DEUT 12 VS 6-7,10-14,17-19.‘There you shall take your burnt offerings,your sacrifices,your tithes,the heave offerings of your hand,your vowed offerings,your freewill offerings,and the firstborn of your herds and flocks.

And there you shall eat before the Lord your God,you shall rejoice in all to which you have put your hand,you and your households,in which the Lord your God has blessed you….”.

  
AMOS 4:4.
2. In what form were tithes paid?

ANS:Agricultural products ie grain and animals,oil,corn etc.REF:DEUT 12 VS 10-14&17-19.
3. Was there any exception of the acceptable form of paying the tithes?

ANS: NO Exception.ONLY agricultural products were required, not money even though it was there during that time.

Deut 14:24-26 would allow the converting of the tithe into money for carriage purposes to longer distances, to convert back to products upon reaching the chosen place.

Redeeming the tithe:LEV 27:31. ‘If a man wants to redeem (buy back) any of his tithes, he shall add one-fifth to it’. This would eventually lead to 30 %(10%+20%(1/5)).A move done to discourage people from buying back their tithes on their produce.

4. To whom was it supposed to be paid?
ANS: Yourself To eat and rejoice at an appointed place, with your household. But not to forget the Levite Priest, the stranger, the fatherless, the widow etc DEUT 14:27-29
5. What was the use of the tithe and where was it supposed to be brought?
ANS: ‘bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that they may be food in My house”. Food for the singers, the gatekeepers, the Levites and the Priests.Neh 12:47; Neh 13:5.; Mal 3:10.
  

When the tithes were not paid the singers, the gatekeepers, the Levites and the Priest went back each to his field and the house of God was forsaken.NEH 13 VS 5, 10-12.Haggai 1 vs 9-10.

Hence God was saying in Mal 3 vs. 10,’bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that they may be food in My house”. Without this food, the work of God which the four listed groups of people did would be let down for they returned back to their fields. So who would offer sacrifices for the people?, this was the main task of the Levite Priest in the temple, with the singers and gatekeepers playing a supportive role in this same process.Check Lev 1:2-17 for a detailed procedure and amount of work involved
6. Is this law still applicable this time, after the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ?

ANS:NO.For Jesus came and offered himself as a sacrificial lamb. No more burnt offerings and therefore no more singers,gatekeepers,levites and Priest who are supposed to stay fulltime at the church for sin-offering purposes,as was the case before the death and resurrection of Christ,and therefore no more tithes.
7. Did Jesus instructed his disciples to pay the tithe?

ANS:NO:No single verse exist.Which means if this was to be done, he should have told them to observe the paying of tithe. Do you know that all the Ten Commandments were duplicated in the New Testament? Check the following verses for them. Matt 4:10, Acts 17:29, 1TIM6:1, EPH 6:1-3, ROM13:9, MATT 19:18,Luke 18:20.Then we must follow them.
8. Did Jesus himself paid a tithe?

ANS:NO:Not at all.

9. Are there any comments if any, our Lord Jesus made about tithes?
ANS: YES Matt 23 vs. 23. “Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithes of mint and anise and cumin,and have neglected the weighter matters of the law:justice and mercy and faith, these you ought to have done without leaving the others undone”
10. What do we conclude from the comments Jesus made,on tithes whether tithing was important?
ANS: Tithing has been excluded from the list of the ‘weightier matters of the Law’.Mtt 23:23.We also learn that before his death there was no problem for the Pharisees to pay the tithe. ‘These you ought to have done without leaving the others undone’. For the temple burnt offerings were still being done, and as such the singers, the gatekeepers, the Levite and the Priests needed food to eat while performing these chores in the house of God. 

11. Did Paul and Peter preach about tithes?

ANS: NO.Not at all. But they preached about giving.2 COR 9:7.’…God loves a cheerful giver....’
12. Did they tell their followers to pay any tithes?

ANS:NO.Not at all.They told them to give.ACTS 20:33-35.’It is more blessed to give than to receive’.

13. Did they themselves paid tithes?

ANS:NO.Not at all.ACTS 15:5-21.Matt 17:24-26 ‘…Then the sons are free’
14. So in light of the above, must born again Christians pay tithes to their churches or Pastors?

ANS:NO.We must be cheerful givers,giving them double honour,for 1 TIM 5:18 says ‘you must not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain.The labourer is worth of his wages’.Also read Rom 15:26-27.All the support to ensure the smoothflow of the gospel must be given,be it material support,financial support or any kind of support.Mark 6 vs 7-13mentions that when Jesus send the twelve he instructed them not to carry bread,bags or copper in their money bags.Meaning that all the apostles requirements would be met by the people to whom the word of God was being preached.
Luke 10:3-4,7-8 “….And remain in the same house eating and drinking such things as they give,for the labourer is worth of his wages’.Freewill offering yes.Tithes NO.Not at all.
Also Read 1TIM5:8.
Which makes it clear that if a believer does not provide for his relatives,especially his own household,he has rejected the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.Because of the LAW being put by some preachers that forces people to pay a tithe,some will pay and then remain with what is not enough to provide for their household.According to 1TIM5:8,Such Christians will be worse than a non believer.In short,forcing people to pay the 10% under these circumstances will be causing the tithe payer to commit a sin.Such preachers will be commiting a sin also according to scriptures which says its better that a stone must be tied on the neck of anyone who causes the little ones to sin,and then have them put in the sea.Mtt 18:6
Lets be honest guys about this issue.What I discovered is that those saying born again Christians must tithe do not have biblical references that support that idea.Instead,they misinterpret 

Malachi 3 vs 8-10 which ,just like Leviticus 1:2-17,relate to a period before the coming of Jesus Christ.Lets analyse below to see whether Mal 3:8-10  is applicable to born again followers of  our Lord Jesus Christ.
Note the following factors:

1. Malachi 2 vs 7-8 and Mal 3 vs 8-10.
This is usually the verse that is quoted as the authoritative verse to FORCE people to pay tithes.

Lets analyse from Mal 2:7-8. ‘You offer defiled food on my altar,But say ‘the table of the Lord is conteptible’And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice,Is it not evil?And when you offer the lame and sick,Is it not evil?Offer it then to your governor!Would he be pleased with you?Would he accept you favourably? Here God was not reffering to money but to actual lame,sick and blind  animals offered to God as burnt offerings. It was an abomination to God.

He wanted quality not quantity.‘Where in have we robbed Thee?In tithes and offerings.You are cursed with a curse…”

So if we now say “….in tithes and burnt offerings….’it then makes sense to you that this verse applies to the time before the death and resurrection of Christ because there is no way by which God can require burnt offerings now.And we can not apply part of the verse leaving the other part.’…in tithes and in offerings’.
2. The first event where a tithe was paid in the bible is where Abraham paid a tithe to Melchizedek,the Priest of God most high,from the spoils from war when he rescued lot from those who captured him.Gen 14 vs 14-23.he never tithed from his own property but from the spoils of war.he never took anything himself.the 90% remained with sodom(vs23).there is no evidence from the scriptures that indicated that abraham paid the tithes again&again,the event happened once.

Commentary:To those who take this as an authoritative event when tithes were paid,must see for themselves that what is being done now is by far very different from this event-just like how different the east is from the west.

3. Jacob would’nt tithe until God blesses him first.Gen 28 vs 20-22.

“And Jacob vowed a vow saying,If God will be with me,and will keep me in this way that I go,and will give me bread to eat,and raiment to put on,so that I come again to my father’s house in peace;Then shall the Lord be my God:and this stone,which I have set for a pillar,shall be God’s house:and of all that thou shall Give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee”

Commentary:What Jacob did was to make a VOW.God was to bless him first,then he would give a tenth.How many pay tithes because they made vows?

So obviously this scripture is not the one being applied by those who are collecting tithes from born again Christians ON A MONTHLY basis without anyone having made any vow.
4. Only food products from the Land were tithable.(Deut.12 vs 6-7)

‘There you shall take your burnt offerings,your sacrifices,your tithes,the heave offerings of your hand,your vowed offerings,your freewill offerings,and the firstborn of your herds and flocks.

And there you shall eat before the Lord your God,you shall rejoice in all to which you have put your hand,you and your households,in which the Lord your God has blessed you”.

Commentary:Take note that the tithe giver here was supposed to eat part of the tithe together with his household rejoicing in all which the Lord has given him.How many these days are afforded an opportunity to eat part of their tithes by the Pastors who are collecting tithes as per Malachi 3 vs 8-10 which says by not paying tithes you are robbing God and therefore CURSED.

5. Money was never a tithable commodity.Only agricultural products(Crops and animals etc.)LEV 27 VS 30-33 ‘And all the tithe of the LAND,whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree ,is the LORD’S………And concerning the tithe of the flock,even of whatsoever passes under the rod,the tenth shall be holy and unto the LORD…..

Commentary:There is not even one example of anyone tithing money  to anyone in the entire bible.The only reference to money with regards to tithing has absolutely nothing to do with paying tithes on money.It is found in Deut 14 vs 24-26.
Read it please.”If the way be too long for thee,so that you are not able to carry it,or if the place be too far from you,which the Lord your God shall choose to set his name there,when the Lord your God has blessed you:Then you shall turn it(tithe of the farm produce)into money,and bind up the money in your hand,and shall go unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose:And you shall bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusts after,for oxen or for sheep or for wine or for strong drink for whatsoever your soul desires and you shall eat there before the Lord your God,and you shall rejoice,you and your household” Where is the tithing of money happening these days, taken from?Some say there was no money that time.But we all know that Jesus and Joseph were sold for money.Any other excuse?

Some could argue to say how can the word of God not apply to us today?I would answer by quoting LEV 1:2-17.Let us read from verse 3 ‘If his offering is a burnt sacrifice of the herd,let him offer a male without blemish;he shall offer it of his own free will at the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the Lord.Then he shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering,and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him.He shall kill the bull before the Lord;and the priests,Aaron’s sons,shall bring the blood and sprinkle the blood all around the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of meeting.And he shall skin the burnt offering and cut it into pieces.The sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar,and lay the wood that is on the fire upon the altar;…..an offering made by fire,a sweet aroma to the Lord.’
Can we apply what is in this paragraph nowadays?If the answer is no,then why must we apply Malachi 3 vs 8-10 nowadays.
As you can see,the procedure involved to make a sacrifice offering for only one person was so long and needed a lot of time and effort such that there was surely a need to have fulltime people to do this work,for the whole congregation offerings.Lets also remember that there were many types of offerings which needed to be done.EG Burnt offerings,Grain offerings,Peace offerings,Sin offerings,and Trespass offering.LEV 1 UP TO LEV 5. ‘bring all the tithes into the storehouse,that they may be food in My house”-Malachi 3:10. I think now it makes some sense to you why God needed food in his storehouse,an actual storehouse. Food for the singers,the gatekeepers,the Levites and the Priests.

Lets give the best to God.Freewill offering Yes. 2 COR 9:7 ‘For God loves a cheerful giver…”Let anybody give according to what he would have resolved in this heart without being compelled or forced.
Not tithes.Its no longer applicable now.By so doing we are rejecting the power of the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.In other words we want things to be reversed back to burning of animals.
Taking part in tithing  is serious and we must be careful-Rev 18:4-5.”Come out of her,my people,lest you share in her sins,and lest you receive of her plagues.For her sins have reached to heaven,and God has remembered her iniquities.”
Are we aware that there was a meeting that was held by the Apostles to deal with the application of the law of Moses on the new born again Christians after the death and resurrection of Christ.ACTS 15:1-20.,28-29.
“For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit,and to us,to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things:

That you abstain from things offered to idols,from blood,from things strangled,and from sexual immorality.If you keep yourself from these,you will do well.’

On the list of the things mentioned tithing was not there,which means it was not part of the necessary things.
So we do conclude that those in support of tithing by born again Christians are using the 10% old testament requirement,and the cursing verses to collect as much as possible from their followers,some,for a noble reason, to finance God’s work,but some,for selfish worldly luxuries.But this is all purely unscriptural and not proper.God loves a cheerful giver. Luke 6:38 ‘Give and it shall be given unto you;in good measure,pressed down,and shaken together,and running over…’.
1John2:15.Love not the world,neither the things that are in the world.If any man love the world,the love of the Father is not in him.For all that is in the world,the lust of the flesh,the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,is not of the Father,but is for the world.’ Lets not apply a law where there is no law. If anyone says you are cursed say ‘I am not cursed because of John 3:18 which says, “he who believes in him is not condemned,but he who does not believe is condemned already,because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten son of God’.
JOHN 8:32 ‘And you shall know the truth,and the truth shall set you free”
NEW COVENANT VERSUS THE OLD COVENANT:HEB 7:1-10.Heb 8:1-13,JER31:31
These chapters specifically brings to light God ‘s desire to ban the Old covenant.A covenant whose priesthood was Aaron to replace it(Heb 8:13) with A New Covenant,whose priesthood is Jesus Christ of Nazareth..The issue of tithes was discussed here and it was made clear that the issue about tithes belonged to the Old covenant and was to be phased out and then replaced with the new Covenant where neither tithes nor burnt offerings were observed,being led by Jesus Christ a Priest who exist forever,(a reason why  our Lord  Jesus Christ never told his followers to pay tithes)Matt 9:16-17. ‘For no one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment;for the patch pulls away from the garment,and the tear is made worse.Nor do they put new wine into old wine skins,or else the wineskins break,the wine is spilled,and the wineskins are ruined.But they put new wine into new wineskins,and both are preserved.Tithes were for the old covenant it does not apply to the new covenant led by our Lord Jesus Christ,a New Priesthood which exist for ever.Heb 7:17.
Those paying the tithes out of will or according to a vow that they might have done with the LORD are 100% correct.What is wrong is to interpret Mal 3:8-10 to mean that people MUST pay the tithe or else be cursed.Thus a direct misinterpretation that puts people away from God.Putting the people under the same yoke that our Lord Jesus came to remove by being the Lord of the new covenant.(Mark 16…’thus my blood….of the new covenant…’)
 JOHN 8:32 ‘And you shall know the truth,and the truth shall set you free”.If you did not pay a tithe for the last ten years,do not be afraid to come to God thinking that he will not accept you because you owe him.You don’t owe him anything.God does not need your 10%,but he needs your all-100%.Bring your soul to God and support His ministry to the best of your ability,God will bless you in the name of Jesus Christ Amen.
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