


PREDICTION TABLE

Cherry Blossom Forecast

Weather Forecast

Discharge Forecast
* Appendix
— Historic Temperature and Cherry Blossom Peak Bloom Data

— Historic Potomac Discharge Data
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My first guess is that the first shad will be had as early as March 19™. Keep an
eye out for weekly updates.

Prediction Table

Date Current River Temperature | Current River Discharge | Cherry Blossom Peak Forecast Shad ETA
2/17/2016 34.88 32,000 |TBD Too soon to tell
2/28/2016 42.62 40,100 (TBD 3/19/2016

Tight Lines,

Douglas Romaine
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- The NPS is scheduled to deliver their first forecast on March 2" Warmer
than average 2015/2016 winter temperatures may mirror conditions which
produced the early bloom in 2012 (March 20).

- Keep an eye on the Tidal Basin “Indicator Tree,” as it will yield blooms =10
days prior to peak bloom.

Source 1, Source 2, Source 3

2015-16
2014-15
2013-14
2012-13
2011-12
2010-11

+11.5
+4.0

+2.6

+5.9

+4.9

-1.1
-0.4
-3.8
+4.3
+4.7
-1.3

+0.4*
-8.7
-1.2
-0.7
+5.3
+3.6

-1.5
-3.9
-3.0
+10
-0.9

April 10
April 10
April 9
March 20
March 29
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http://cherryblossomwatch.com/indicator-tree/
http://cherryblossomwatch.com/tag/2016-cherry-blossoms/
http://cherryblossomwatch.com/tag/2016-cherry-blossoms/
http://cherryblossomwatch.com/cherry-blossom-watch-update-february-28-2016/
http://cherryblossomwatch.com/cherry-blossom-watch-update-february-28-2016/

Probability of Below | Morma |

Weather Forecast

The latest weather forecasts are in
and call for above average
temperature for much of March,
despite chilly weather during the first

week.

DASHED BLACK LINEZ-RAE Cl Toey
(DEE F) SHADCE, AREAS ARE FCET
VALUES ARD ) OR BELOU (BANORMAL
UNSHADED HRCAS{*ARE NEAR-NORMAL
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Sunday

Snow or flurries
possible

50°
Lo 35°
Hist. Avg.
52° Lo 35°
13

A couple of
showers possible

54° o a
Lo 44
Hist. Avg.
55° Lo 37

20

Cloudy with
occasional rain

5185

Hist. Avg.
57° Lo 3%°
27

Clouds and sun

66° 49

Hist. Avg,
60° Lo a1°

Monday

B

Clear

Lo 430

Hist. Avg.
51° Lo 3¢°

Sun and areas of
high clouds

570 Lo 42°
Hist. Avg.
53° Lo 35"

14

Considerable
clouds

58° 45

Hist. Avg.
55° Lo 37
21

Mostly cloudy

49° 33

Hist. Avg.
58° Lo 39°
28

Spotty afternoon
showers

66° L, 48
Lo 48
Hist. Avg.
60° Lo 41°

Tuesday

Mar 1

Partly sunny and
warm

630 Lo 43°
Hist. Avg.
51° 10 34°

8

Partly sunny
630 Lo 46°
o
Hist. Avg.
53°Lo3s
15

[~

Rain becoming
steadier

60° .47

Hist. Avg.
56° Lo 37
22

Partly sunny

490 Lo 34°
Hist. Avg.
58° Lo 39°

29

Colder with
periods of rain

60° .49

Hist. Avg.
60° Lo 41°

Wednesday

Turning sunny;
breezy, cooler

490 Lo 32°
Hist. Avg.
51° o34

]

Cloudy

69° 510

Hist. Avg.
53° Lo 36°
16

Windy with clouds

60° .45

Hist. Avg.
56° Lo 38°
23

Mostly sunny

50°., 33
Hist. Avg,
58° Lo 40°

30

Periods of rain

60° 410

Hist. Avg.
61° 10 42

Thursday

A blend of sun and
clouds

492
Hist. Avg.
51° Lo3s

10

Cloudy

620 Lo 50°

Hist. Avg.
54° Lo 36°
17

Mostly sunny

58°L,43
Hist. Avg.
56° Lo 38°
24

Couble of
thunderstorms

500 Lo 34°
Hist. Avg.
59° Lo 40°

31

Mostly sunny

57° w3

Hist. Avg.
61° Lo 42

Friday

Morning flurries;
cloudy

45° . 3
Hist. Avg.
52° Lo 34°

11

Mostly cloudy

69° ., 51°

Hist, Avg.
54° Lo 36°
18

Partly sunny

57°Lo41°)

Hist. Avg,
56° 1o 38
25

Mostly sunny
520 Lo 34°
Hist. Avg.
59° Lo 40

Apr1

Mostly sunny

58° .43

Hist. Avg.
62° Lo 42

Saturday

Mostly cloudy

48° .36

Hist, Avg.
52° Lo 34
12

Rain and a t-storm
possible

70° . ar

Hist. Avg.
54° Lo 36°
19

1st
Shad?

D5

o
57° 1o 38
26

A couple of
morning showers

500 Lo 34°

Hist. Avg.
59° Lo 40°

Partly sunny

57°,as

Hist. Avg.
62° Lo a3


http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/610day/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off15_temp.gif
http://www.accuweather.com/en/us/washington-dc/20006/march-weather/327659?monyr=3/1/2016
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/capital-weather-gang/wp/2016/02/29/march-outlook-we-predict-substantially-warmer-than-normal-conditions/?hpid=hp_local-news_cwg-1230pm%3Ahomepage%2Fstory

Discharge Forecast

POTOMAC RIVER NEAR WASHINGTON DC (LITTLE FALLS)

The Potomac is currently Universal Time (UTC)
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Site Time (EST)
---- Graph Created (3:52PM Feb 29, 2016) —#— Observed —s— Forecast (issued 9:25AM Feb 29)

| BRKM2(plotting HGIRG) "Gage 0" Datum: 37.2 |

|Dbser'.ratinns courtesy of US Geological Survey



Potomac SAhE;d‘Data
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Appendix:
Temperature and Cherry Blossom Peak Bloom Data
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Over the past few years,
the peak bloom occurred
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= Peak Bloom Ca.tCh
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mmm 1st Shad Temp Range  =—=Temp Mean

Once water temps have reached 45°-
- 50°F is the best time to try and catch
the FIRST SHAD

Keep a close eye on the river temperature gauge. Once the river hits 40°F for
the first time, it takes approximately two weeks for the river to reach the desired
45° — 50°F range.
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mmm 1st Shad Discharge Range

== Discharge

® I1st Shad
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