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COURSE OVERVIEW

This is an introduction to the sociology of development.  Underdevelopment is the origin of many of global problems, including poverty, ethnic violence, ecological degradation and the exploitation of workers and women. Unfortunately, some commonplace strategies of economic development also produce poverty, ethnic violence, ecological degradation and the exploitation of workers and women.  Understanding how development both solves and intensifies the world’s problems helps in the development of humanistic solutions to the pressing issues of our time.
Development sociology combines every form of sociology that exists: macrosociology, economic sociology, feminist sociology, the sociology of race and ethnicity, demography, criminology, and the microsociology of culture. 

Development sociology also combines knowledge from all the other social sciences. This is a game that economists, political scientists, women studies specialists, anthropologists and historians can all play. 

It sounds challenging but is actually not that hard. When you start, you think “Oh my god, I have to learn about all those nations, plus all those theories plus those social problems all at once?” And of course, it is nice if you learn all that stuff. However, most scholars in the discipline specialize in a small number of countries or even one country, and a small number of theories or even one theory and a small number of social problems or even one social problem. They take whatever toolkit they want to work with – and they make gigantic contributions that improve the quality of human life.
So I will present you with a gigantic buffet of nations and theories and intellectual approaches – but you can be an effective development sociologist picking and choosing the nations and approaches that you like. Most development sociologists concentrate on a small number of issues – and that is more than enough to illuminate the world.

GRADING AND EVALUATION

The grades for the course will be based on two exams: a midterm and a final. Both are take home exams. They are open book, open note, open internet – but not open human being.  Email and social media count as “human being” for this purpose. You are expected to work alone – but you can consult whatever text you like.  The first exam will be given out at the end of the class on Week 6 and will be due at the beginning of the Week 7 class. The final exam will be given out at the end of the last class – and will be due at the end of our official exam period on finals week.
Because there is slightly more material for the second half of the course than the first half of the course – the final is somewhat longer and counts for more than does the midterm. 

The midterm will be three questions off of a list of four questions. It counts for 43% of the grade. 

The final will be four questions off of a list of five questions. It counts for 57% of the grade.

Undergraduates not taking the course for graduate credit can negotiate a lighter workload and evaluation system. Once agreed upon, we will specify the custom evaluation terms in writing; all undergraduates need to have evaluation systems of comparable easiness.
Where to Find the Readings:

Most of the readings can be found in the TAMU closed reserves. Articles and book selections will be on electronic reserve. Whole books will be kept on physical reserve. 
All the books will be available on closed reserve.  However, you may want to buy the books from which we read large amounts – to facilitate reading at times and locations that are more suitable to your personal schedule.
Suggested Books for Purchase:

Evans, Peter. 1979. Dependent Development: Alliance of Multinational, State and Local Capitalin Brazil. Princeton, Princeton.
O’Connor, James. 1973. Fiscal Crisis of the State. New York, Saint Martins. 

Szirmai, Adam. 2005. Dynamics of Socioeconomic Development: an Introduction. New York, Cambridge. 
AGGIE HONOR STATEMENT
“An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal or tolerate those who do.”
Upon accepting admission to Texas A&M University, a student immediately assumes a commitment to uphold the Honor Code, to accept responsibility for learning, and to follow the philosophy and rules of the Honor System. Students will be required to state their commitment on examinations, research papers, and other academic work. Ignorance of the rules does not exclude any member of the TAMU community from the requirements or the processes of the Honor System.
For additional information please visit: www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor
ADA STATEMENT

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact Disability Services, in Cain Hall, Room B118, or call 845-1637. For additional information visit http://disability.tamu.edu.

COURSE OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
General Guide to How to Prepare For Class

Reading. 
The reading list is divided into two sections: Required and Suggested. Required readings should be done before the class in which that material is covered. Students are free to do as much or as little suggested reading as they like – and they may do it on whatever schedule they like.
Arcane Knowledge. 
The sociology of development tends to involve getting a lot of arcane knowledge about different nations, both rich and poor. The more arcane knowledge you have, the more respect you get.  A little arcane knowledge goes a long way – since if you know something a lot of other people don’t know, they tend to assume you must know vast amounts of other things as well. This being the case, I am going to encourage students to work up their own stock of arcane knowledge.

For every class, I am going to ask students to find one fact about some country that is not the U.S. that is relevant to the material to be discussed in class. For example – the modernization class is about the relative advantages of traditional vs. modern institutions, or traditional vs. modern culture. So find out something about traditional or modern culture in one place that might be relevant to development. The underdevelopment class is about the bad things that some people believe rich countries do to poor countries. So find one thing that a rich country has done to a poor country that would either be beneficial or harmful.

At some point, every class, we will open up the table for discussion. You should feel free to use your arcane fact in that discussion.

If you want to specialize in one country, you can always have your arcane fact come from the same country every week.

If you want to specialize in one topic, say inequality or human trafficking or sustainable development, you can have your arcane fact be about that topic.

When you are done with this class, over and above whatever theoretical reading you will have done, you will have at least thirteen arcane facts you can use to orient your thinking about development issues.

Arcane facts accumulate nicely and thirteen is a good start.

Week I.  General Course Administration Plus 
Meet the Family! An Introduction to the Development History of a Whole Busload of Nations
Nobody starts a development course knowing about the development issues of all of the countries in the world. Every nation is different, but there are some standard cases that everyone uses as a basic frame of reference. I provide here a basic pain free introduction to the development history of some of the most famous developed countries and some of the most famous underdeveloped countries. Nations got rich or poor for different reasons than you would think!

Required Reading:

Cohn, Samuel and Gregory Hooks. “Manifesto for the Sociology of Development” Chapter in Gregory Hooks (ed.), Handbook of Development Sociology
Suggested Reading:

Cohn, Samuel and Rae Blumberg. Forthcoming. “Crisis in Development: How Development Lives and Dies”. Pp. 1-32 in Rae Blumberg and Samuel Cohn (eds.), Crisis in Development: Threats to Human Well-Being in the Global South and Global North. London, Routledge. The spoiler for about 1/3 of the course.

Szirmai, Adam. 2005. Socioeconomic Dynamics of Development. New York, Cambridge. The first three chapters discuss development in general, a brief introduction to global trends in development, and a discussion of basic economic theories.

Note that Szirmai is an excellent reference source for anything you do not understand from the other readings. The book covers just about everything in development using clear simple explanations. Keeping this by your side will keep you from being dead-ended if one of the authors turns too obscure for your comfort level.
Week II. Modernization Theory
Modernization theory argues that modern institutions and modern culture are more effective at promoting development than are traditional institutions and cultures. 

Required Reading:
Szirmai. Chapter 12. Pp. 486‑514.

Hoselitz, Bert. 1954. "Problems of Adapting and Communicating Modern Techniques to Less Developed Areas." Economic Development and Cultural Change 2: 249‑269.

Suggested Reading:
Inkeles, Alex and David Smith. 1974, Becoming Modern: Individual Change in Six Developing Countries. Cambridge, Harvard. Awesome study of ideological change throughout the world.
Smelser, Neil. 1959. Social Change in the Industrial Revolution. Chicago, Chicago. Slow sloggy reading on how Parsonsian theory can be applied to social change. Feminists have zapped him on some errors on the specifics – but the general ideas work better than one might think.
Eisenstadt, Shmuel. 1963. Political System of Empires. Piscataway, New Jersey, Transaction. The most power oriented and politically cynical of the functionalists. The book discusses antiquity but the implications for contemporary geopolitical powers are clear.
III. Dependency Theory 
Dependency theory argues that the rich nations of the Global North underdevelop the Global South for their own economic benefit.

Required Reading:

Szirmai, Chapter 3. Pp. 90-96 and Chapter 13. Pp. 546-80.
Barnet, Richard and Ronald Muller. 1974. Global Reach: Power of Multinational Corporations. New York, Simon and Schuster.


Chapter 7.  Pp. 148‑84.
Chossudovsky, Michel. 1997. Globalization of Poverty: Impacts of IMF and World Bank Reforms. London, Zed. Chapter 2. Pp. 45‑74.

Suggested Reading:
Gunder Frank, Andre.  1978.  Dependent Accumulation and Underdevelopment. New York, Monthley Review. The great classic statement on underdevelopment. Remarkably opaque given the influence it has had.

Amin, Samir.  1977.  Imperialism and Unequal Development.  New York: Monthly Review Press. The classic statement of unequal terms of trade. Good historical material. Lots and lots and lots of set-up that can be skipped until you hit the explicit discussion of unequal terms of trade.
Galeano Eduardo. 1973. Open Veins of Latin America: Five Centuries of the Pillage of a Continent. New York, Monthly Review Press. An empirically oriented narrative account of underdevelopment. Totally one sided and easy to attack but also easy to understand and the stories are good.

Suter, Christian. 1992. Debt-Cycles in the World Economy: Foreign Loans, Financial Crises and Debt Settlements. Boulder, Westview. A reformist Marxist discussion of the long term effects of debt crises. (For a right wing book that actually says the same thing with more up to date numbers, Reinhart, Carmen and Kenneth Rogoff. 2011. This Time is Different: Eight Centuries of Financial Folly. Princeton, Princeton.)
IV. Hard Bargaining Models of Development
If the rich countries treat the poor countries badly, why not have poor governments just stand up to rich countries and bargain for better terms? Evans says this is exactly what they do. If you are looking for arcane facts for this week – Venezuela is a well known tough bargainer – and was so long before Chavez. Japan, South Korea and China from Mao to the present day are tough too. Mexico goes either way and you can find stuff on both sides. Thailand and the Middle Eastern nations prior to OPEC often rolled over and played dead. You can find plenty of stuff for other countries too – where you would make the call on hard vs soft. Look at any deals involving free trade, oil, minerals, or foreign companies for examples. And ,who knows, you might just find the soft spot in the hard bargainer or the hard spot in the soft bargainer. Another clue – these days countries have to bargain with China just as much as they bargain with the U.S. or Europe ….

Required Reading:

Evans, Peter. 1979. Dependent Development: Alliance of Multinational, State and Local Capital in Brazil. Princeton, Princeton.


Chapters 1-2. Pp. 25-100. 


(Note the reading starts halfway through Chapter 1)

Szirmai, Chapter 9, Pp. 340-343.

Suggested Reading:

This is Peter Evan’s ball of wax. Anything he wrote before 1999 was on this theme – and he did a lot of good articles in edited collections.
Chang, Ha-Joon.  2008. Bad Samaritans: Myth of Free Trade and the Secret History of Capitalism. London, Bloomsbury. Easy fun reading that makes one point over and over. Free trade – in his view – is very bad for developing nations – and the countries that impose import limits and tariffs are the successful growers. He has nine thousand stories to back himself up. This doesn’t settle the argument but it does score about four touchdowns for his side.

Cardoso, Fernando Henrique. 1971. Politics and Development in Dependent Societies. Rio de Janeiro, Zohar. Before there was Evans, there were Celso Furtado and Fernando Henrique Cardoso, both Brazilian Marxists who made earlier less crisp versions of Evan’s argument. The Cardoso is especially interesting because he considered the elites of nearly every Latin American country and asked whether they would sell out to the foreigners or whether they would bargain – and if so, how. He not only looked at the effects of bargaining but at the causes.
V. Developmentalist State

Why just bargain with foreign nations? If free markets disadvantage your growth – couldn’t a set of super-competent government planners run the economy better than a free market and get super-performance? Most neoclassical economists would say this is nonsense – but this is exactly East Asian nations such as Japan, South Korea and China did to achieve the fastest rates of economic growth in capitalism. For arcane knowledge – anything involving the dramatic growth of the East Asian economies could count. And not every fact concerning those economies necessarily supports the developmentalist state theory – although an awful lot do.
Required Reading:

Szirmai, Chapter 11, Pp. 462-471, Chapter 9, Pp. 343-353
Amsden, Alice. 2001. Rise of “The Rest”: Challenges to the West From Late Industrializing Economies. New York, Oxford.  Chapter 6. Pp. 125-160.

Suggested Reading:
Alice Amsden wrote prolifically and nearly all of it was about developmentalist states. The one chapter you read barely scratches the surface of what she has to say about the matter.
Wade, Robert. 1990. Governing the Market: Economic Theory and the Role of Government in East Asian Industrialization. Princeton, Princeton. One of the great grand-daddies of the theory.

Cohn, Samuel. “State and Development” Chapter in Gregory Hooks (ed.), Handbook of the Sociology of Development. This looks amazingly like the lecture notes for much of the last few weeks. It does give you a chance for a second look if the professor talks too fast. 
VI. O’Connorian Models of Development
Most governments are NOT full blown developmentalist states. They are too incompetent, or too corrupt, or too dominated by special interests. That said, even compromised states can do a lot to increase rates of development. James O’Connor led the way in showing how this worked. This is mostly about how routine government programs increase the rate of economic development – and how this is dependent on the government collecting enough taxes to do its job. O’Connor worried that middle class social movements to cut government spending and not pay taxes could have severe repercussions on the overall prosperity of capitalism. Arcane facts could involve government programs that do or do not make a difference for growth.
Required Reading:

Cohn, Samuel  2012. ” O’Connorian Models of Peripheral Development – or How Third World States Resist World Systemic Pressures By Cloning the Policies of States in the Core.” Pp. 336‑344  in Salvatore Babones and Christopher Chase‑Dunn, (eds.), Handbook of World Systems Analysis. New York, Routledge.
O’Connor, James. 1973. Fiscal Crisis of the State. New York, Saint Martins.
Chapters 1, 4, 8. Pp. 13-39, 97-123, 203-220
Suggested Reading:

On Infrastructure and Development: 

Aschauer, D. (2000)"Public Capital and Economic Growth: Issues of Quantity, Finance and Efficiency." Economic Development and Cultural Change 48: 391‑406.

On Education and Development: 
This is a vast vast literature that could take up a full year’s seminar. There is actually controversy on the topic. The Szirmai book treats the topic in detail. For an excellent review, see

Bills, David. “Education and Development.” Chapter in Gregory Hooks (ed.), Handbook of Development Sociology
On Taxation and Economic Growth:

Cohn, Samuel. Forthcoming. “Why Cutting Taxes Does Not Increase Employment: or Why Shrinking the State Does Not Produce Compensating Economic Development.” Pp. 51-65 in Rae Blumberg and Samuel Cohn (eds.), Crisis in Development: Threats to Human Well-Being in the Global South and Global North. London, Routledge.
For a Different Explanation of the Origins of the Tea Party: 
Skocpol, Theda and Vanessa Williamson. 2012. Tea Party and the Remaking of Republican Conservatism. New York. Oxford.

***** MIDTERM EXAM GIVEN OUT AT THE END OF THIS CLASS *****

VII. Social Inequality and Humanitarian Development
*****MIDTERM EXAM DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS CLASS*****

Social Inequality has serious effects on development. We cover the causes of inequality in developing nations – as well as the effects of uncontrolled inequality in reducing growth. A number of more humanitarian models, such as the palliative and the social democratic model are addressed.

Required Reading: None for this class since you are writing an exam. (No need to get arcane facts either.)

Supplemental Reading:

Senghaas, Dieter. 1985. European Experience: Historical Critique of Development Theory. Dover, New Hampshire, Leamington Spa. This is the great masterpiece of the role of social equality in producing growth in the West. Dieter Senghaas is a central figure of German late century sociology – known to nearly every German sociologist, but utterly unknown in the United States. 
Kuznets, Simon. 1955. “Economic Growth and Income Inequality.” American Economic Review 45: 1-28. The Kuznets curve is the fundamental tendency for inequality to worsen as economic development starts and then mitigate in late development. Kuznets describes why this happens. The most recent time trend is for inequality to be worsening in advanced industrial nations (for reasons consistent with his model but not anticipated in 1955 when he wrote) 
Cohn, Samuel. 2012. Employment and Development Under Globalization: State and Economy in Brazil. London, Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 1 discusses the meaning and importance of palliative development. The whole book discusses different strategies for getting there.

Pralahad, C. K. 2009. Fortune at the Bottom of the Pyramid: Eradicating Poverty Through Profits. New York, Pearson. A popular book but very helpful. An easy introduction to the massive literature on microfinance and microenterprise. This is the most popular NGO approach to creating economic growth by reducing inequality and putting money into the hands of poor people. Scholars either love or hate microfinance but there is a lot of evidence that shows it works.
Week VIII. Gender and Development I

Gender and Development is the study of the inter-relation between development and gender relations. However, the primary finding is the crucial role of female empowerment and female status to successful economic development. Systems of patriarchy really do effect the entire macrosocial structure. 

Required Reading:

Moghadam, Valentine. “Engendering Development Sociology: Evolution of a Field of Research.”  Chapter in Gregory Hooks (ed.), Handbook of Development Sociology
Blumberg, Rae. 2009. “The Consequences of Women’s Economic Empowerment versus Disempowerment: From the ‘Magic Potion’ for Development to the ‘Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse’?” Keynote paper for the UNESCO Women’s Studies and Gender Research Networking Conference, Bangkok, February.

Suggested Reading:

Boserup, Ester. 1970. Women’s Role in Economic Development. London, Earthscan. Arguably the most influential book ever written on women and development. Laid out the foundation ideas that underlie the discipline today including the importance and invisibility of women’s role.

Fernandez-Kelly, Maria Patricia. 1983. For We Are Sold: I and My People: Women and Industry in Mexico’s Frontier. Albany, SUNY-Albany. The original treatment of women as cheap labor in global manufacturing. Often repeated, rarely bettered.

Moghadam, Valentine. 2013. Modernizing Women: Gender and Social Change in the Middle East. Boulder, Colorado, Lynne Reiner. (3rd Edition). Moghadam’s own work on women in the Middle East is terrific and addresses a wide variety of important questions.
Week IX: Population and Development
Demography can be destiny. The great wheels of social structure do affect individual people. They do or do not have children; they do or do not change location; they live or they die – and this changes who and how many people are in every location on the planet. Who and How Many People Doing What – have their own effects – net of anything the development planners have in mind.

Required Reading

Brown, David and Parfait Eloudou-Enyegue. “Age Structure and Development: Beyond Malthus”. Chapter in Gregory Hooks (ed.), Handbook of Development Sociology
Curran, Sara. “Migration and Development: Virtuous and Vicious Cycles.” Chapter in Gregory Hooks (ed.), Handbook of Development Sociology
Suggested Reading
Kinugasa, Tomoko and Andrew Mason. 2007. “Why Countries Become Wealthy: Effect of Adult Longevity on Savings”. World Development 35: 1-23. My favorite population and demography article ever. The title says it all – and they have the evidence to back it up.
Lutz, Wolfgang et. al. 2008. “Population Dynamics of Human Capital Acquisition.” Population and Development Review 39: 149-187. Development demographers think more about education than just about anyone else – and education is a key determinant of development. Population dynamics have massive effects of human capital and social capacity.

Massey, Douglas. 1990 Return to Aztlan: Social Process of International Migration From Western Mexico. Berkeley, California. One of the great classic studies of circle migration and capital-driven rather than wage-driven migration. (The Mexicans came to earn enough money to help their business and then return home – rather than higher U.S. wages for their own sake.) Also one of the greatest studies of the role of remittances.
X. Gender and Development II
Occupational sex-typing – the process that divides the labor market into male jobs and female jobs – has profound effects on gender relations in both the Global North and the Global South. There is a massive literature on gender and work that informs this phenomenon, but to understand it we have to analyze it directly. What makes certain jobs male and certain jobs female – and how does this effect the number of jobs open to women?

Required Reading:

Cohn, Samuel. 1985. Process of Occupational Sex-Typing. Philadelphia, Temple. Chapter 1. 
Cohn, Samuel. Unpublished paper. The Determinants of the Division of Labor Between Men and Women in Paid Employment in the Global North and South: How Occupational Sex-typing Informs the Study of Gender and Development

Recommended Reading:
The Process of Occupational Sex-typing makes far more arguments than appear in the material in the required reading. Some of the extra material has its own implications for the Global South, such as driving women out of employment, and trade-offs between female and juvenile labor.

Oppenheimer, Valerie Kincaide. 1970. Female Labor Force in the United States: Demographic and Economic Factors Governing Its Growth and Changing Composition. Berkeley, California. The original classic that started the study of occupational sex-typing and demonstrated the importance of the phenomenon.

Heyzer, Noeleen. 1986. Working Women in Southeast Asia: Development, Subordination and Emancipation. Philadelphia, Open University. A good all-around general introduction to women’s work in Southeast Asia. Highly relevant to readers interested in human trafficking – because it discusses the rest of the female occupational world in that region. If you want to know about recent changes – see the next recommended reading.
Dunaway, Wilma. 2014. Gendered Commodity Chains: Seeing Women’s Work and Households in Global Production. Stanford, Stanford. Some recent work on women and development is heavily influenced by world systems analysis and the commodity chains paradigm of Gary Gereffi. Dunaway’s latest book represents the cutting edge of this tradition.
XI. Crime, War and Development
Development scholars often live in a fantasy world, where violence, crime and warfare simply don’t exist – or they are interruptions to a development process that will continue normally after brief violent interludes occur. It is now apparent that the effects of violence on development are profound – and that both crime and war work in totally different ways from those one would typically expect. Here are the top two scholars in crime and development, and war and development respectively, with fresh new statements of the problem.

Required Reading:

Arias, Enrique Desmond. 2010. “Understanding Criminal Networks, Political Order, and Politics in Latin America and the Caribbean.” In Anne Clunan and Harold Trinkunas eds., Ungoverned Spaces: Alternatives to State Authority in an Era of Softened Sovereignty. Stanford: Stanford University 
Hooks, Gregory. “War and Development: Questions, Answers and Prospects For the Twenty First Century.” Chapter in Gregory Hooks (ed.), Handbook of Development Sociology
Recommended Reading:
Weinstein, Liza. 2008. “Mumbai’s Development Mafias: Organized Crime Land Development and Globalization.” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 32: 22-39. Weinstein is one of the few sociologists who looks at the very touchy question of the relationship between urban development, social protest and organized crime in India. 
Lange, Matthew. 2011. Ethnic Violence and Education. New York, Cambridge. The worst internal warfare often comes from ethnic violence. Lange has a new and shocking theory of ethnic violence that makes education the cause rather than the solution of this problem.
Collier, Paul. 2003. Breaking the Conflict Trap: Civil War and Development Policy. Washington, D.C., World Bank. Paul Collier is a leading expert on the causes and effects of civil wars. His analyses combine economic and social analysis with military logic to lead to conclusions that are often surprising but which are extremely helpful.  
XII. Social Movements and Development I
The injustices that can occur as a by-product of the development process are often only rectified by popular mobilization. Understanding protest, its causes and its effects is critical to understand the consequences of development. Unfortunately, many social scientists go off the tracks immediately when they consider popular protest – because they use obsolete and inadequate models of thinking about social movements in general. We start with a consideration of strategic thinking about social movements in general – and then move to a consideration of applications to the Global South.

Required Reading:

Jenkins, Craig. 1983. "Resource Mobilization Theory and the Study of Social Movements" Annual Review of Sociology 9: 527‑553
Sturmthal, Adolph. 1966. "Economic Development and the Labor Movement." Pp.165-181 in Industrial Relations and Economic Development. Edited by A. Ross. London, Macmillan. 

This is a very obscure work on social protest in the Global South – that turns out to be one of the most profound and prophetic pieces ever written on the subject. Its obscurity derives in part from its engagement in an even more obscure debate between the Wisconsin School and nineteenth century Marxism. Never mind the antiquated authors at the beginning of the essay. Use the following “secret codes” to get you through. When he refers to Marx – he refers to workers rising up as a violent revolutionary force intending to seize the state – or workers joining radical political parties whose goal in part is to promote worker control of the state. These were not all that common in the United States but were a bigger deal in Europe where at one time worker political parties dominated electoral politics. When he refers to Selig Perlman – or to John Commons – he is referring to the idea that workers are very moderate in their orientation and only care about getting economic benefits such as higher pay. They will join moderate economic unions that avoid politics and stick to bread and butter issues. If you understand the previous references – then you can understand his argument … and you are in for a treat.

Recommended Reading:
Silver, Beverly. 2003. Forces of Labor: Workers’ Movements and Globalization Since 1870. New York, Cambridge. A dazzling work that counts all of the labor mobilizations in both the Global North and the Global South over the long term and finds systematic relations between the two. Somewhere in Heaven, Sturmthal is clapping.

Koo, Hagen. 2001. Korean Workers: Culture and Politics of Class Formation. Ithaca, Cornell. The biggest strike wave in human history occurred in Korea in 1989. It completely transformed Korea from a nation whose national development strategy was to put its own workers in sweatshops and obtain the lowest wages possible to a far more egalitarian value-added approach. There are many published accounts of the 1989 strike wave which was a turning point in Asian history This is one of the best.
Parsa, Misagh. 1989. Social Origins of the Iranian Revolution. The Iranian Revolution is an extremely misunderstood phenomenon. Parsa covers all of the social classes in Iran in the period leading up to the revolution and shows how how they mobilized, why they united against the Shah and how they got the strength in order to win.
Week XIII. Social Movements and Development II

This week, how globalization produces the seeds for popular mobilization against the globalizers – and how land grabs in the Global South produce the seeds of rural insurrection.

Required Reading:

Almeida, Paul. 2015. “Unintended Consequences of State‑led Development: A Theory of Collective Opposition to Neoliberalism” Sociology of Development 1:  259‑276.
Paige, Jeffery. 1975. Agrarian Revolution: Social Movements and Export Agriculture in the Underdeveloped World. Glencoe, Free Press. Pp 1‑4, 9‑40 ONLY.

Recommended Reading:
Almeida has written a review essay on this field with a huge bibliography that should give you all the recommended reading you will ever need. See:
Almeida, Paul. “Social Movements and Economic Development.” Chapter in Gregory Hooks (ed.), Handbook of Development Sociology
XXIV. Environment and Development 
Development has created massive ecological problems for the world. This has put a premium on sustainable development. No serious theory of development can ignore the ecological contradictions of present models of growth – and the search for new models becomes ever more pressing.
Required Reading:

Givens, Jennifer, Brett Clark and Andrew Jorgenson. “Strengthening the Ties Between Environmental Sociology and the Sociology of Development.” Chapter in Gregory Hooks (ed.), Handbook of Development Sociology
Moore, Jason. 2012.  “2012. “Cheap Food & Bad Money: Food, Frontiers, 

and Financialization in the Rise and Demise of Neoliberalism,” Review: A Journal of the Fernand Braudel Center 33(2‑3), 225‑261.

The Jason Moore is murderously difficult. It took me several times through plus a long van trip with Jason Moore himself before I got it. That said – it is one of the most brilliant analyses of development and environment that exists – period. The sheer power of the analysis makes the effort worthwhile. I will lecture on it in detail in class – but it will help if people have looked at it beforehand.
Recommended Reading:

Bunker, Stephen. 2005.  "How Ecologically Uneven Development Put a Spin in the Treadmill of Production." Organizations and the Environment 18: 38‑54. Bunker is the innovator who introduced the idea of expanding spatial frontiers in pursuit of resources as totally changing the relationship between development and environment. Beforehand – people thought of the world as one place with one ecological threat. Consuming in one place based on resource extraction in another is now the key to ecological thinking – and resource frontiers are central to that discussion.
Foster, John Bellamy. 2011. “Ecology of Marxian Political Economy”. Monthly Review 63: 1-16 . One of the classics of treadmill of production theory.
Brown, Lester. et. al. 1999. Beyond Malthus: Nineteen Dimensions of the Population Challenge. New York, Norton. This is a popular book, and it is now dated. If you insist, find a more recent book by Lester Brown. But I still love this reading. This ecological discussion is totally population driven – but it goes through all of the effects of population growth on the ecology. Some of this is right; some is wrong. But it is easy to follow and frames the issues very nicely.
*** At the end of class, the final exam will be distributed. It will be due when our class final exam would need to be turned in ***
