
OCTOBER 25 Towers to Tents!
Reading: Genesis 13:1-8

“Godliness with contentment is great gain!”  (1 Tim 6:6)

A very important lesson we learn from the obedient life of Abraham
is his contentment with less. “By faith he sojourned in the Land of
Promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents” (Heb 11:9). A
comfortable city-dweller is now in the deserts. He left towers for
tents. He faced too many odd situations. But we don’t see any trace
of murmuring in his story. The delay of the fulfilment of God’s
promise did cause some despair to Abraham. Nevertheless he resisted
the temptation to complain. He politely prayed, “Lord God, what will
You give me, seeing I go childless?” (Gen 15:2).

Our disobedience very often stems from our impatience. We set
aside God’s will and sail away in a direction of our choice. We come
to our senses only when weeds wrap around our head (Jon 2:5). But
Abraham, after he had patiently endured, obtained the promise (Heb
6:15). In this age of quick results and instant everything, if we do
not “imitate those who thro’ faith and patience inherit the promises”
(Heb 6:12), we shall break our heads against the Rock of Offense.
The disobedient are bound to stumble (1 Pet 2:7,8).

There’s nothing wrong in having aspirations in life. But unless
we place them on God’s altar, they will become malignant ambitions.
An ambitious man avoids obedience to God’s mysterious ways. He
gets caught up in carnal competitions and misses out God’s will
completely. See how Abraham generously let Lot choose whichever
land he desired. Left or right made no difference to Abraham because
he expected blessings from Above (Gen 13:8-12). Later he bluntly
refused the offer of the booty from the King of Sodom because he
trusted in the “Possessor of heaven and earth” (Gen 14:21-24).

True contentment is found, not in having everything
you want, but in not wanting to have everything.
Content makes poor men rich; discontent makes rich
men poor. C.S. Lewis (1898-1963), a great Christian
thinker, has penned these words: “Nobody who gets
enough food and clothing in a world, where most are
hungry and cold, has any business to talk about
misery!”

But we never can prove the delights of His love
Until all on the altar we lay,
For the favour He shows and the joy He bestows
Are for them who will trust and obey!    (John H. Sammis, 1846-1919)
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PRAYEROCTOBER 25 Subject: Faith
Reading: Gen 13:1-8 Memorising: 1 Tim 6:6
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Gracious and Merciful Father, we worship You as God who made heaven
and earth and the sea and all that is in them. We worship You as the Ruler of
the Universe. We worship You as the Owner of all men and women and all the
living creatures. We worship You as the Possessor of heaven and earth and all
the riches therein. Silver and gold are Yours. Thank You for freely giving us all
things to enjoy. Above all, You have given us Your only Son as the Gift of gifts.
You have given us Salvation as the blessing of blessings. We cannot thank You
enough for Your benevolence. We cannot thank You enough for Your love.

Father God, we confess our failure in the stewardship of Your provisions
for our life. Sorry, Lord, most of us have overused the resources. Our selfish-
ness and overindulgence have deprived millions of their legitimate share.
Forgive us for wasting water in a world where there are villagers who walk
miles for a pot of water. Forgive us for polluting the air making it even more
difficult for asthmatics to breathe. Forgive us for destroying forests which are
the habitat for the birds and wild animals. Forgive us our lust for luxury.

Almighty God, we thank You for calling us as the children of Abraham.
Help us follow his example of simple faith and sacrificial obedience. You had
made him rich with flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female servants.
But when You called him, he left his towers and lived in tents. Father God, bless
each of us Your children with such a daring and delightsome obedience. How
foolish we are that we desire to be a blessing to others like Abraham without
obeying You like him! Correct our corrupt theology, O God. Bring us, Lord,
to the basics outlined in Your Word.

Father God, we pray for a fresh outpouring of Your Holy Spirit in our midst
which will loosen our grip on gold. We need the great grace and great power
that came upon the early Christians when they parted with their belongings to
bless the needy. We are ashamed that our bank balance here on earth is swelling
up whereas our savings up in Heaven is scanty. Make us rich towards You, O
God, lest You would call us fools. Visit our Churches with glorious revelations
of Your eternal riches to deliver us from the idolatry of covetousness.

Dear Lord, we thank You for the thousands and thousands of Missionaries
who left their lands of comfort, like the Apostles, to bless the lost and the least
world over. Let not this tribe become extinct. We ask these things in the Name
of Jesus who became poor to make us rich. Amen!

(Psa 146:6;  Acts 2:44,45; 4:24,33-35; 17:24-28;  Gen 12:1-3; 13:2; 14:19;  Hagg 2:8;
2 Cor 8:9; 9:15;  Eph 2:7,8;  Rom 4:16,17;  Heb 11:8-10;  Mt 6:19-21;  Lk 12:20;  Col 3:5)


