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OCTOBER 22 In site or Inside?
Reading: Matthew 10:23-33

“When you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray
to your Father who is unseen; then He will reward you openly” (Mt 6:5,6).

With the renewal of interest in the subject of intercession and
spiritual warfare has come the practice of organized walks across the
streets of cities and towns called Prayer Walks. Is this right?

First and foremost, it must be pointed out that, according to Jesus,
prayer must be essentially offered in secret (Mt 6:5,6). He condemned
the intentional habit of certain religionists of His day who loved to
pray “on the corners of the streets.” According to Jesus, the secret of
prayer was praying in secret. Rarely do we read Him praying in public.
Even for the sick He never prayed in public. He simply healed them.

When Paul saw the city of Athens full of idols, he did not organize
a Prayer March. Instead he reasoned with people daily in the market-
places (Acts 17:16,17). When Peter was imprisoned, the believers did
not march around the prison walls. Instead they prayed in houses be-
hind closed doors, and God miraculously delivered him (Acts 12:5,12,17).

The march of Israelites around the walls of Jericho is the oft-quoted
Biblical example to support and promote prayer walks (Joshua 6). But
this incident is not meant to directly teach us about spiritual warfare
prayer in the New Testament era. The sphere of evil powers is “in the
heavenly places.” We as believers in Christ are seated with him “in
the heavenly places” (Eph 6:12). As such the warfare is not at the
horizontal plane. We fight the enemy from above him. The triumphal
entry of Jesus into Jerusalem also does not suggest prayer marches.
“Hosanna” simply means, “Save us, O Lord!” It was just a cry of
anguish by the Jews to be delivered from the brutal rule of Romans.

The promise that one will inherit whichever place he treads was a
national promise given to the Old Testament Hebrews. It was geo-
graphical (Dt 11:24; Gen 13:14,15). In the Gospel dispensation it is
not places but people. If the time and energy spent to organize prayer
marches are invested in aggressive Gospel preaching, the Great
Commission will be fulfilled much sooner. Prayer marches are not
wrong but they are unnecessary. It makes no difference whether
prayer is offered in site or from inside the closet.

 Go on your way rejoicing, and to the world proclaim:
Behold, Messiah bringeth redemption thro’ His Name!

                                                  (Fanny J. Crosby, 1823-1915)
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Almighty God, our Heavenly Father,

Heaven is Your throne and we worship You from the earth which is Your
footstool. We thank You that Your eyes are directed to us when we look up to
You with brokenness realizing our nothingness. We thank You, Lord, because
You are mindful of each of us. You know our thoughts from afar off. You are not
only the God who is far off but also the One who is near us. We thank You for
the privilege to have You near us whenever we call on You and for whatever
reason. Thank You for Christ’s blood which grants us instant access to Your
Throne making our praise and prayer acceptable to You.

Dear Lord, forgive us for neglecting private prayer though we are enthusiastic
in attending public prayer meetings. We pray for a revival in secret praying
and a renewed interest in spending time with You in solitude. Forgive us, O
Lord, for boasting of our prayers. Help us always remember that answers to our
prayers are because of Your sheer grace. Thank You for giving us even more
than what we ask or think. Your riches are inexhaustible. Your power that
works in us is exceedingly great. Thank You for seating us in heavenly
places to inherit all spiritual blessings with Jesus as joint-heirs!

Father God, we thank You for calling us from darkness to carry Your light to
those still in darkness. Thank You, O Lord, for making us children of obedience
to bring to You those dominated by the spirit of disobedience. Thank You, Lord,
for commissioning us to propagate Your message of love and peace in this
chaotic world that’s sold out to hopelessness and despair. Forgive us, Lord, for
our negligence and failure in spreading Your good news of Salvation. Let us
not make prayer a substitute for the proclamation of the Gospel. Drive us, O
Lord, to seek the lost as Jesus the Good Shepherd.

Father God, we come to You for our cities and towns and villages overflowing
with debauchery and ungodliness. Empower us to boldly enter the enemy’s
territories to snatch folks from his clutches through the Good News of
Deliverance. Let us never forget our responsibility to captivate Satan’s captives
for Your Kingdom. We have slept enough; stir us up, O Lord, to action. Thank
You for the promise of Jesus that the gates of hell would not prevail against the
Church. We decide today that we would boldly move into every place possible
and meet every person possible to share the glorious message of Your so great
a Salvation. In the Name of Jesus the Saviour, Amen!

(Isa 66:1,2;  Psa 139:4,6;  Jer 23:23,24;  Dt 4:7;  Heb 2:3,4; 10:19-22;  Eph 2:6-8; 3:20; 5:14;
Col 1:29;  1 Pet 2:9;  Mt 4:15,16; 16:18;  Lk 19:10;  Jn 10:11)


