
OCTOBER 4 First His Kingdom!
Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-8

“If we know that He hears us, whatsoever we ask,
we know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him” (1 Jn 5:15)

As we study the Sermon on the Mount we will certainly conclude
that it is a Sermon on Prayer. Our meditations continue today on this
Sermon.

 Mt 6:14,15, “If you forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”

Forgiveness of sins is conditional. Jesus meant what He said.
Harbouring an unforgiving spirit is to our own disadvantage. God has
generously forgiven what we have confessed as well as what we have
failed or forgotten to confess. Should we not have the same attitude?

 Mt 6:16-18, “When you fast, do not be like the hypocrites. When
you fast, anoint your head, and wash your face, so that you do not
appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret
place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.”

Jesus took it for granted that His people would regularly fast. He
did not discuss whether or not fasting was necessary. God delights
when we fast in secret. The result will be manifested as blessings
both in life and work. If we do not spend time for God to speak to us,
we cannot expect Him to speak through us. If we do not spend time
talking to Him, we will not have a message from Him.

 Mt 6:25-33: Do not worry about your life... saying what shall we
eat? or what shall we drink? But seek first the Kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”

Prayer should not revolve around earthly and physical needs. If
our primary interest is the establishment of God’s Kingdom in all its
righteousness everywhere, it becomes the King’s responsibility to
feed and clothe His soldiers. Put missions and worldwide evangelism
on top. Pray for the Church and the Nation. Pray for national and
international leaders. Pray for a heaven-sent revival. If you are not
able to keep up your one hour prayer schedule any day, do make it up
in weekends by observing an extended prayertime. This may sound
legal but better so, because we have failed so much on knees!

Sweet hour of prayer that calls me from a world of care,
And bids me at my Father’s Throne, make all my wants and wishes known!

(William Walford, 1772-1850)
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Almighty God,

We come to You in the Name of Jesus, addressing You as Abba, Father!
You live high above the heavens, but also in our humble hearts. We thank You
for Your Son who has revealed Yourself to us. We thank You for Your Spirit
who makes Your presence real to us. You, who spoke to our fathers through
the prophets, have now spoken to us in these last days through Your Son.
Thank You for Matthew, Mark, Luke and John who have recorded for us
His life story and teachings. We praise You that He has taught us to pray. But
for His teaching we won’t know what to speak or ask in Your presence. You
are awesome and holy. We worship You on our knees. We worship You with
uplifted hands. We worship You with bowed heads.

Dear Lord, we worship You for Your beauty of holiness. You are abundant
in forgiveness. Thank You for accepting us as we are, because of the cleansing
blood of Jesus. You have clothed us with the robe of righteousness, casting
away our filthy rags. We feel ashamed that we don’t freely forgive our offenders
and love them as You have loved us and forgiven us. Have mercy on us, O
God. May Your Spirit melt our hard hearts to be generous and gentle in our
relationship with others.

Dear Lord, we thank You for the teaching of Jesus on fasting. We are
challenged that He began His public ministry with a 40-day fast. We pray,
Lord, that we don’t neglect this devotional exercise but be regular in it. We are
encouraged by Your interventions in the life of individuals and nations when
they sought Your face with fasting and mourning. You the God of the Old
Testament is the God of the New also. Help us, Lord, not to boast of fasting but
humble ourselves with a broken heart and a contrite spirit. Remove from our
minds the wrong thinking that You are obliged to answer us just because we
fast and pray. Your answers to our prayers are only out of Your mercy.

Father God, forgive us for coming to You mainly for our physical and material
needs. We often forget that You as our Father know what we need even before
we ask. Free us, O God, from our earthly anxieties. Help us concentrate on
spiritual matters and Your Kingdom concerns. Remind us, O Creator God, of
Your unfailing provisions everytime we see a bird or a flower.

We thank You in the Name of Jesus our Advocate! Amen!

(Rom 8:9,15,16;  Isa 55:7; 57:15; 58:6-8; 64:6;  Jn 1:18;  Heb 1:1-3;  Mt 4:1,2; 6:8,9,16-18,25-34;
Lk 11:1,2;  Psa 95:6;  Hos 11:4;  Eph 4:31,32;  2 Chr 7:14;  Zech 7:5-7)


