
MARCH 13 Stop...Listen...Proceed!
Reading: Psalm 59:1-17

“O God, You are my strength; I wait for You”  (Psa 59:9)

It is only natural to run for shelter and refuge on the face of
threat and danger. It’s reflex action that’s common to humankind.
But in this era of swift and lethal weaponry, no place is absolutely
safe unless God protects us. Because our times are in His hands
and we are in His palms, we must learn to relax in any situation.
The profitability of waiting on God when we are threatened and
hounded is best explained in Isaiah 30:15,16, “The Sovereign Lord
says: Only in returning to Me and waiting for Me will you be saved.
In quietness and confidence is your strength.”

God’s silence and slowness in acting on our behalf when we are
under the severe attack of our enemies may be due to two reasons.
Either God wants to strengthen us by delaying deliverance or He
wants to sanctify us. Taking time to sit before God in self-exami-
nation is the only way to experience victory.

There may come times when friends and family folks may turn
out to be our enemies. Prophet Micah tells us what we should do in
such a situation:  “Do not put your conf idence in a
companion...Your enemies will be right in your own family... I
will look to the Lord; I will wait confidently for God to save me”
(Mic 7:5-7).

The weapons of our warfare are not worldly. They are mighty
through God to knock down the devil’s strongholds. We don’t wage
war with human plans and methods (2 Cor 10:3,4). We sharpen our
spiritual weapons in prayer and by waiting before God with
perseverance (Eph 6:13-18). The Lord of the Armies is with us. We
stand still and know that He is God! (Psa 46:9-11). Stop and listen
to Him before you proceed!

In fighting the enemy, we must be more conscious of the orders
of our Captain than our strength and experience. Even though David
was a man of war, he had the habit of enquiring of the Lord whether
to go against the enemy or not, and how to go about it. In the case
of the Philistines, once the Lord commanded him to go, and next
time He said, “No!” David surrendered his logical and reasoning
powers to the Lord of the Armies and that was the secret of his
victory (2 Sam 5:18-25).

Though the ills of earth may wound me,
And the storms of life confound me—
With His loving arms around me,
I’ll go with Him all the way !

(Fanny J. Crosby, 1823-1915)
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O Lord of Hosts,
You are our Refuge in times of trouble.
You are our Strength.
You are our Rock, our Fortress, and our Deliverer.
You are our King.
You are our Defence.
You are our God.
You are our Hope and our Trust.
You are the Most High and the Almighty.

But many times, O Lord, we forget Your greatness and power. Teach us,
O God, to stay calm whatever be the storm. How will we sink when You
are with us in the boat? Open our eyes, O Lord, as You opened the eyes
of the servant of Elisha to see Your horses and chariots of fire all around
us. Remind us, O God, of the angels who encamp around us to protect and
deliver us from the hands of the enemy. Your eyes are ever upon us, Your
children, watching what’s happening to us. This knowledge is our
super strength!

We fret and fear because deliverance from You does not always come
instantly. Help us, O God, to patiently wait for Your salvation to bring us
out of the horrible pit and miry clay. It’s because of unbelief we act in haste.
We forget that the ultimate control is in Your hand. Forgive us for the
carnal methods we employ to bail ourselves out. Help us not to forget in
the dark what You taught us in the light.

It pains us, O God, when You remove the human props from us. We
become bitter when those whom we count on so much distance themselves
and disappoint us. Such bitterness only makes us weaker. We confess, O
Lord, that most of our confusions are of our own making. Help us, O Lord,
to fall into Your hands. Safety is only there, O God!

In the name of spiritual warfare, we often fight our fellowmen. Forgive
us this foolishness. Help us to be strong in You and in the power of Your
might. Let us always be on guard putting on Your whole armour. Next time
we face a threatening situation, help us, O Lord, to lift up our eyes to You
who made heaven and earth. We give thanks unto You, for You are good,
and Your mercy endures forever.

In the Name of Jesus the Rock of Ages, Amen!

(Psa 46:1,7,11;  89:26;  18:1,2;  2 Sam 22:2;  Psa 44:4;  Psa 59:9,17;  91:1,9; Mt 8:23-26;
2 Ki 6:17;  Psa 34:7;  Lam 3:26;  2 Sam 24:14;  Eph 6:10-13;  Psa 121:1,2;  100:5)


