
City of Shelton
Trails Committee
Meeting Minutes for
August 4, 2021

Meeting was held at the Trails Committee barn, #316 Nells Rock Road (Dog Park)

Present: Bill Dyer, Mark Vollaro, Val Gosset, Mike Flament, Terry Gallagher
Absent: Bob Wood
Also present: Teresa Gallagher, Natural Resource Manager

The meeting was called to order by Bill Dyer at 5:37 pm.

1. Meeting Minutes: Mark Vollaro made a motion to approve the July 7, 2021
meeting minutes. Seconded by Val Gosset. All were in favor (Terry Gallagher
abstained).

Recent Trail Activities:
● A work party was held at Silent Waters to clear along the Rec Path (30 hrs total)
● Mark Vollaro, Mike Flament, Terry Gallagher, and Luis Isaza worked at painting

and vacuuming the new trails barn (22 hrs total)
● Mark Vollaro devoted 57.5 hours to finishing the barn (paint/stain)
● Luis Isaza cleared branches from the end of John Dominic Drive (1.5 hrs)
● Mark Vollaro cleared brush at Little Pond Trail and the Paugussett Trail at Round

Hill Road and a blowdown off Thoreau Drive. (2.5 hrs Paugussett and 2.5hr Poet
Path)

● Mark Vollaro and Luis Isaza cut grass along the Rec Path from the Dog Park to
Lane Street (5 hrs)

● Mark Vollaro modified the DR mower so that one person can start it. (6.5 hrs)
● Val Gossett handled communications (1.5 hrs)
● Teresa Gallagher maintained the Paugussett at Indian Well (5.0 hrs)
● TOTAL 134 hrs, including 7.5 hrs on the Paugussett

Barn Status & Future Plans:
The new weathervane was delivered and scheduled to be installed the following day.
Teresa Gallagher took a photo during the meeting and posted it on the Trails Facebook
Group with a request for names.

The 2nd floor was taped in preparation for painting or staining. The committee discussed
various options.  Porch/floor paint or opaque stain was thought to be easier to apply and
repair and was recommended by some paint stores. Terry Gallagher asked the Barn Yard
how they finished the floor in their showroom barn, and was told that a sanding sealer



was applied, then an oil-based Minwax with a light tint, and oil-based polyurethane over
that. Most members felt that a stained floor looked nicer while Mark Vollaro thought the
painted floor looked better because it hid the grain and knots.

Upcoming Work Parties:

1. Saturday, August 14, 8:30 am. Rec Path at Pine Lake. Meet at SIS.
2. Saturday, August 28, 8:30 am. Stockmal Trail? Members will check the trail to

see if it needs work.

“Hank the Hiker:” Teresa Gallagher checked
the Trails Facebook Group and listed several
proposed names for the new weathervane that
had been suggested by members of the public.
“Hank the Hiker” was immediately favored
by all members.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 pm.

Minutes were prepared by Teresa Gallagher
and should be considered a draft until
approved by the Trails Committee.


