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Introduction

BhartRhari’s three Sataka’s (Sataka being a poetic work of one hundred verses)
namely, NeetiSataka ,SrungaaraSataka and VairaagyaSataka (dealing with good
conduct, romance and renunciation respectively), are well known. The work is available
in several editions and in several languages. There are several commentaries in several
languages.

Although the work may be known to a large number of people, it is quite possible that
many, like me, might not have studied all the three Sataka’s in their entirety. Here is an
attempt to study the work.



Not much is known about BhartRhari although there are legends associated with his
name. Itis said that he was a king and that he was the brother of Vikramaaditya. It is
also said that he became an ascetic.

A BhartRhari has written a grammatical treatise, Vakyapadlya and I'tsing, the Chinese
traveller of 7™ century AD mentions of grammarian BhartRhari’s death having occurred
some years earlier to his writing. If it is assumed that the same BhartRhari wrote the
three Satakas, one can say that the poet lived in 7" century AD. It is believed that
BhartRhari who wrote Vaakyapadlya was a Buddhist, but our poet seems to be a
Saivite. Bhoja who lived in 11" century quotes a verse from the Satakas of BhartRhari in
his SarasvatlkanThaabharaNa. BhartRhari was therefore earlier to Bhoja. Some
scholars identify him to be BhaTTi the author of BhaT Tikaavya, who lived before Bhoja.
In this presentation, each verse of the text in Devanaagari script followed by prose order
in Sanskrit and an English translation of the verse which attempts to be as close to the
original as possible is given. | shall follow the text given in “Subhashita-triSati” with
Sanskrit commentary of Ramachandra Budhendra published by Nirnayasagar Press
(1925).

Any feedback may be sent to murthygss@gmail.com.
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Salutation to the beatific Energy whose limitless form of knowledge is uninterrupted
along time, directions etc. and whose proof is only through self-perception.

HEUCHTA: ( Section on the dull-headed)
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Scholars suffer from jealousy; kings are corrupted by arrogance; others are afflicted with
ignorance; (thus) good sayings decay in their own body (without expression).
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The ignorant can easily be appeased; a well-versed scholar can be appeased even
more easily; even Brahma cannot please a person who has become arrogant after
acquiring a bit of knowledge.
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One could pull out a gem from the jaws of a shark; one could cross the ocean agitated
by moving series of waves; one could sport on one’s head an angry serpent as if it is a
flower; but one should not try to please the mind of an obdurate fool.
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One could obtain oil by grinding sand with effort; a thirsty person could drink water in
mirages; while wandering one could come across a rabbit with horns; but one should
never be servile to the whims of an obdurate fool.
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One who wants to change stupid persons forcefully through ambrosia-exuding good
sayings is attempting to obstruct a serpent through tender threads of lotus stalk, is trying
to break a diamond with the ends of a shirisha flower, wishes to sweeten the salty
ocean with a drop of honey.
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Observing silence is an extremely comfortable covering under one’s own control
created by the creator for those who are not scholars and it is an adornment for them
especially in the society of erudite scholars.
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When | knew a little | became blind with intoxication like an excited elephant; then my
mind was arrogant on the conviction that | knew everything. When | learnt little by little
from scholars, then my intoxication was gone like fever on my knowing that | am stupid.
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When a dog is eating with relish as if it is of incomparable taste a donkeys’ bone which
is malodorous, disgusting, devoid of flesh, covered with worms and wet with its own
saliva, it is not worried about even Indra standing by its side. A lowly being does not
mind the worthlessness of its possession.
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River Ganga fell down on the head of Shiva from heaven, on to the mountain
(Himalaya) from Shiva’s head, on to the earth from the lofty mountain and to the ocean
from the earth and attained an insignificant state. Perhaps the fall of those who have
lost their capacity to discriminate happens in hundreds of ways.
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Fire can be controlled by (using) water, sun’s heat by a winnowing basket, a big
elephant by a sharp hook, a berserk bull or donkey by a stick, disease by a set of
medicines and poison by use of various incantations. For everything there is a medicine
prescribed by scriptures, but there is no medicine for a fool.
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( Scholarship)
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It is the stupidity of a king if famous poets whose elegant sayings are supported by
relevant treatises and whose knowledge of scriptures is meant for their disciples live in
penury in his kingdom. Scholars are masters even if they have no money. If gems are
under-valued it is the fault of the bad gem-examiners and not of gems.
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O kings! Do not exhibit haughtiness in front of those (scholars) who have internal wealth
called knowledge which cannot be taken away as it cannot be seen, which always
bestows wellbeing, which keeps on increasing even when it is transferred to those who
seek it and which does not cease to exist even at the end of aeons. Who can compete
with them?
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Do not denigrate scholars who have knowledge of the ultimate wisdom; Goddess of
wealth, like a blade of grass does not stop them. A filament of lotus stalk does not act
as a restraint to an elephant whose temples have become dark due to the fresh flow of
rut.[ This is apparently addressed to a king]
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The angry creator may deprive the swan of its playful gait in a lake of lotuses (by drying
up the lake). But he is not capable of depriving it of its famed skill in separating milk and
water. [ Swans are traditionally thought to have the ability to separate milk from water.]

ST & HIfed TN BT Teglodell

7 T A e A YA ATeIgehl HYS:

aruAHT HHAGSHUT w a1 mzh—crr ara

&fr=d s fErersmomfer Fad EIWSJQWT HEUTH 11 &A1-29

37: GO BN & HWATed, Trg-355dell: GRI: &, HeIShdl HEST: o, &l o, faeae
o, HYH A | THT a0l AT FERdT YT TN TH-3TeghTd; H-3onia
&M, aTeh-8[90T Hcld $VUTH |

Bracelets worn on the upper arm do not decorate a person, nor garlands which are as
brilliant as moon, nor well groomed hair ; Bath, smearing of perfumes, or wearing of
flower does not decorate either; speech delivered in a refined manner decorates a
person; all ornaments decay; ornament of speech is the only eternal ornament.
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Education enhances handsomeness; it is a hidden wealth; it enables enjoyments, fame
and happiness; it is a preceptor for preceptors; it acts as well-wisher in a foreign
country; it is the highest divinity; education and not wealth is respected by kings. A
person without education is an animal.
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If one has patlence where is the need for any armour? If there is a paternal relative
where is the need for fire? If there is a friend where is the need for divine medicines? If
there are vicious persons where is the need for serpents? If there is faultless




scholarship where is the need for money? If there is humility where is the need for
ornaments? If there is good poetry where is the need for a kingdom?
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Being considerate towards kith and kin; being compassionate towards attendants; being
deceitful towards scoundrels; being affectionate towards good persons; being courteous
towards royals; being straight forward towards learned persons; being valorous towards
enemies; being indulgent towards elders. This world is dependent upon people who
display such skills.
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Company of the virtuous persons removes the lethargy of mind, soaks speech with
truth, guides for attaining higher respect, cancels the past sin, freshens mind and
spreads fame in all directions. Tell, what is it that it cannot do?
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The blessed great poets who have attained the mastery of sentiments flourish. There is
no fear of death or old age to their body of fame.
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Section on valour of self respect
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Does a lion which stands tall among those valuing self respect and which is solely
desirous of a mouthful of meat of the temple of an elephant in rut eat withered grass
even if it (the lion) is weak due to old age, well nigh tottering, is in difficult circumstance,
has lost its lustre with its life ebbing out?
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A dog feels happy to get a flesh-less bone dirtied by remnants of a bit of ligament and
marrow although it does not satisfy its hunger. A lion kills an elephant leaving a fox
which has landed on its lap. Persons seek fruits according to their own status even if
they are in difficulties.
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A dog wags its tail, shows its face and stomach falling at the feet of the person who
feeds it. But an elephant looks majestically and eats after being cajoled by graceful
words.
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In this cycle of life, Who is not born again after dying? The blrth of a person who
elevates his dynasty is indeed the birth.
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Mode of conduct of the wise is of two kinds like that of a bunch of flowers, either
assuming its position at the head of all or languishing in a forest.
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Look, brother. There are others like Jupiter, five or six in number who are (equally)
respected; this chief of demons, Rahu, who is fond of being valorous does not show
enmity towards them; with only his head remaining in his form he swallows the bright
sun and the bright moon during the full moon and the new moon.
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Adisesha carries the whole set of worlds on his broad and flat hood; he is carried by the
great tortoise on its back; the ocean nonchalantly carries it in its hollows. The
manifestations of the conduct of the great are really boundless. What a wonder! It is not
proper for a person to run away from disaster to save one’s life when his kith and kin
are suffering:
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It would be better for Mainaka, the son of Himavat to breath his last. It is not proper that
he should fall into the waters of the ocean when his father is in distress due to the
strikes of thunder bolt released by Indra accompanied by the loud noises of the fire. [
The poet refers to the mythological story of Mainaka taking shelter in the ocean to avoid
the thunder bolts of Indra.]




The poet puns on the word “paada”:
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The lens though lifeless fires up when touched by the rays (feet) of the sun. How can a
powerful person tolerate wicked conduct of another person?
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Even a lion’s cub attacks elephants whose temples have become dirty due to the flow of
ichor. It is the nature of the powerful; age is not a reason for valorous action.
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( Section on money matters)
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Let caste go to the nether world, let the group of virtues go further down, let good
conduct fall from the plateau of a mountain, let noble descent burn in fire, let money
only be with us without which all these qualities are just worthless ( a tiny bit of grass).
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Who has money becomes a person of high descent , a scholar well-versed in scriptures,
one who values good qualities, an orator and a handsome person. All qualities seek
refuge in Gold.
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A king gets destroyed due to bad counselling, an ascetic due to his associates, a son
due to pampering, a Brahmin due to neglect of studies, a family due to a bad son, ones
conduct due to bad company, sense of shame due to drinking, agriculture due to
inattention, love due to being away, friendship due to lack of affection, opulence due to
wrong policies, money due to mistakes and being very charitable.

&lel AN ArrfEaar aar safed e |

Il & garfd o god &g Jardn afasiafad o -3y

37 [aoed 14 19 sated, &l $T: &Rr: | F: o Galld o H5Fd aFF JAar Al
Hafd |

There are three paths for money: giving away, enjoying or loss. A person who neither
gives away or enjoys will have the third option.
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A gem polished by a grinding stone, a conqueror in the battle wounded by a weapon, a
river with dried up sand in autumn, moon with only a sixteenth part visible, a young
damsel exhausted by amorous dalliances, men who have lost a fortune by giving away
to the deserving, all these appear lustrous in their leanness.

aRefior: SiREcEggafa Taen ggad
 IRUTCHYOT: Selafd URET JUraAre |
maamwméqaﬁﬂm
mmﬁrgaﬂﬁraaﬂnﬁwﬁrau;ﬁsa I



37: GREMOT: HIRET FarAl I FYgIld, qoUd FFYOl: &: &R JUrGHT Fordld
13T EAATH JaET: Y T-TGAIT JHeAdhlell: (Focl:) TEIA FIIIT A5hraaflcd
/

One who has lost everything wishes for a handful of corn; later when he becomes rich
he considers landed property as straw. Thus the state of a wealthy person being high or
low expands or contracts (the value of) things.
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O king! If you want to milk the cow called earth, you first take care of the people as you
would a calf. If they are well taken care of, the earth will give you fruits all the time like
the Celestial Tree (kalpavrisha).
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Political conduct takes different forms like a prostitute: sometimes true, sometimes
false; sometimes harsh, sometimes pleasant; sometimes violent, sometimes kind;
sometimes miserly, sometimes liberal; sometimes a spend-thrift, sometimes extracting.
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O king! What is the use of seeking shelter under a king who is devoid of these six
qualities; Ability to command, fame, taking care of Brahmins, charity, ability to enjoy life
and protecting friends?
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A person gets even in a desert whatever wealth has been written on his forehead
whether small or large, and does not get anything more even on mount Meru.
Therefore, man! Be brave, do not unnecessarily feel jealous of the wealthy. Look, a pot
holds the same amount of water whether in a well or in an ocean.
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(Section on the wicked)
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Being unkind, quarrelling without any reason, desire for others’ money or women,
impatience towards good people and relatives; these qualities come naturally to the
wicked.
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A wicked person even if he is educated has to be neutralized; Is not a snake adorned
with gem not fearsome? [ There is a myth that certain snakes carry a gem in their
hoods.]
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Shyness is considered as lethargy, purity in matters of religious vows is taken to be
hypocrisy, being scrupulous in cleanliness is taken as deceit, being valorous is taken as




being unkind, being a hermit is considered stupidity, being courteous is taken to be
servility, being energetic is treated as arrogance, ability to speak in matters of conviction
is taken as garrulousness. Is there any quality of a virtuous person which is not branded
by the wicked?
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If there is greed where is the need for bad qualities? If one slanders where is the need
for sins? If one is truthful where is the need for doing penance? If one has purity in mind
where is the need for pilgrimage? If there is benevolence where is the need for force? If
one is great where is the need for ornaments? If there is right knowledge where is the
need for money? If there is infamy where is the need for death?
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Moon looking grey in day time, a passionate lady past her prime, a lake with water-lilies
dried out, handsome face of an illiterate person, a lord who is after wealth, a virtuous
person in dire straits all the time, a wicked courtier to a king, these seven hurt my mind.
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Kings whose anger is terrible do not consider any one as their own. Even the sacrifice
priest gets burnt by the fire if touched while offering oblations.
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Silence is taken as a mark of being a fool; if one is skilled in talking it is considered as a
mark of being talkative; if one stays near it is taken as a sign of being impudent; if one
stays away it is taken as a mark of diffidence; if one displays forbearance it is taken as a
mark of being timid; if one does not endure it is taken as a mark of lack of culture.
Servitude is extremely hard to be understood and is not amenable even to ascetics.
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Who can ever feel comfortable before a wicked man because of whom wicked people
flourish, who is unfettered, who has totally forgotten all his wicked acts, who detests
good qualities and who has attained eminence due to a quirk of fate?
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Friendship with virtuous persons is like the shadow in the afternoon small at the start
and grows later while friendship with wicked persons is like the shadow in the forenoon
starts strong and decreases steadily.
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The hunter, fisherman and the backbiter are enemies of deer, fish and virtuous persons
respectively for no reason.
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( On persons of virtue)
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My salutations to those great persons who have these blemish-less qualities: a desire
for the company of good people, love for others’ good qualities, humility before
preceptor, assiduous devotion to education, love for one’s wife, fear of public
disapproval, devotion to Shiva, ability to control oneself and deliverance from the
company of the wicked.
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Courage in times of difficulties, compassion towards others in times of affluence, oratory
in a conference, valour in a battle, desire for fame, passion for learning the Vedas;
these qualities come naturally to great men.

Y RTETEANT: R aredreyorfadar

qY Fcar aoft fasify seradiRiagerd |

gl FaeoT gia: YaAted o AU

faeredeader yspfamsdr AvsAfAeH 1 =93

3 X CATEY: ST, FRTE JRqIeqvTiAan, & dcdr arof, orar: sl sigel did#,
gfa EaeoT gf, 4qUrar: 347‘9?738!? ﬁ?aﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁsdlﬁ $E."J-IU50-IJ-I /
These are ornaments even W|thout wealth for those who are naturally great: laudable
renunciation for the hand, an attachment to the feet of the preceptor for the head,
truthful voice for the mouth, incomparable and victorious valour for the shoulders, clean
conduct for the heart, and Vedas acquired for the ears.
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Keeping away from violence to living beings, restraint in coveting others’ wealth, truthful
speech, donating at the proper time as per ability, being dumb to talk of others about
young women, interrupting the stream of avarice, humility in the presence of elders,
general compassion toward all beings, vast knowledge of all scriptures, these indeed
form the route to prosperity.
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The heart of great persons becomes as soft as a lotus when in affluence, becomes as
hard as a rock of a granite hill when in adversity.
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Conduct which is pleasant and lawful, not indulging in filthy ways even at the cost of
one’s life, not seeking help from the wicked, great fortitude in times of adversity,
following the foot-steps of the Great, not seeking favours from a person of low means
even if he is a friend; who ordained for the virtuous persons this type of sword-edge
austerity?
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Donating privately, an enthusiastic welcome when a person arrives at home, being
silent after doing pleasing things, to narrate the help rendered by others in gatherings,




being disinterested in wealth, narrating others affairs without hurting them; who
ordained for the virtuous persons this type of sword-edge austerity?
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Nothing is heard of water on heated iron; the same water looks like a pearl on the leaf of
a lotus plant; it becomes a pearl when it falls into an oyster shell; perhaps this is how a
person’s surroundings decide his status of being bad, medium or good.
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He is indeed a son who pleases his father with his good conduct; she is indeed a wife
who wishes for the welfare of her husband; He is indeed a friend who is equally affected
during good and bad times; those blessed in this world are endowed with all these
three.
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Reaching a lofty state by being humble declaring one’s own qualities by talking of
other’s good qualities, achieving one’s own objectives by striving to meet the
requirements of others, bringing to grief wicked persons by their ability to endure: who in
this world will not revere people of such astonishing conduct ?
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(Section on service to others)
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Trees bend low when laden with fruits; clouds laden with fresh water hang over long
distances; wealth does not make persons of virtue arrogant; this is the nature of those
who are in the service of others.
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Ears look lustrous because of hearing divine matters and not because of ear-rings;
hand looks lustrous because of giving not because of bracelet ; the body of those who
are agitated with sympathy looks lustrous because of service to others and not due to
smearing of sandal paste.
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Sun opens up the assemblage of lotuses; moon makes the pool of white lotuses bloom;
cloud gives water even when not requested; good persons are engaged in serving
others on their own.
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Those who sacrifice their self-interest and indulge in serving others are the persons of
virtue; they who work for others’ cause without hindering their self —interest are ordinary;
those who destroy the interests of others for their own self-interest are demons in
human form; we do not know who they are who kill others’ interests without any reason.
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He prevents committing sin, he engages you towards salutary action, he keeps secret
what needs to be kept secret, he publicises good deeds, he takes care of those who
seek his shelter, he gives (what needs to be given) in time. Such are the qualities of a
good friend according to virtuous people.
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Long back mllk gave away all its qualltles to water which forms a part of milk; that water
sacrificed itself in fire when it found milk getting burnt; seeing its friend in distress milk
went up to get into fire; that is why milk cools down when water id added; such is the
friendship of good people.[ Poet sees the quality of good friendship in the natural
process of boiling milk.]
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Here sleeps Vishnu, here the family of his enemies, here sleep those who seek his
shelter, here is the sub-oceanic fire Vadava along with the world-annihilating fires; how
wide, energetic and capable of bearing load the body of the ocean is!
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There was only one tortoise whose back was dedicated to carrying the weight of the
heavy earth; the life of Dhruva is indeed laudable around whom the bright stars revolve
regularly; others are neither above nor below like flies in Udumbara (native fig) fruit-like
universe being of no use in helping others.
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Cut asunder greed, be forgiving, destroy haughtiness, do not indulge in sins, be truthful,
follow leading saints, serve scholars, respect those worthy of respect, get along with
even your adversaries, spread civility, protect your fame, show compassion towards
those grieved. This is the conduct of persons of virtue.

HATH T Y JUINIIYON:

R IRRATR: foged:

memm—qé?ﬂaw—cr ICre)

ﬁa'z{%ﬁw—cr Fd @ed: aed: 1 Ao |

3 HArT iy 4 Gug-Dgy-quil: [F3]ae1# 39hR-A103: F10red: RO RATIT
fAcd qddlishcd faor- @7% fAFded: Trd: fFgea: Tfea?

How many salntly persons are there who are full of the ambrosia of meritorious acts,
who please all the three worlds with a series of benefits and who after making a
mountain of the miniscule good qualities of others feel satisfied in their heart?
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( Section on courage)
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The divine beings were not satisfied with the gems from the ocean, were not frightened
by the terrible poison, did not rest till they got ambrosia. The brave do not stop till they

attain their goal.
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Persons of inferior rank do not start the work fearing obstructions; persons of middle
rank start and stop when obstructions come their way; persons of superior rank do not

leave a work started despite obstructions coming their way again and again.
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An intelligent person determined to attain his objective does not care for comforts or
discomforts that come his way; he sleeps on the floor sometimes, he sleeps on a couch
sometimes; he subsists on just vegetables sometimes, he has meal made of boiled rice
sometimes; he is sometimes dressed in rags, sometimes wears divine clothing.
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The brave do not deviate from the path of correct conduct irrespective of whether
experts in moral behaviour praise him or criticize him; whether wealth goes away or
comes in at its own will; whether death occurs today or aeons later.
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He indeed is brave whose mind is not severed by the arrows of his beloved’s glances
and is not burnt in the fire of anger, and who will not be tempted by the snares of greed
or heavy sensual attractions. He will conquer the three worlds.
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Fortitude of a brave person cannot be obliterated even if he is despised. The flames of a
fire even if held down do not grow downwards.
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It is better that this body gets broken by falling on some hard rock from a cliff of a high
mountain, it is better that the hand is thrust into the mouth of a big snake with sharp
fangs, it is better to jump into fire, ones morality should not get lost.
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Fire becomes water, ocean becomes a small canal, mountain Meru becomes a small
rock, lion becomes a deer, a serpent becomes a garland and poison becomes ambrosia
for a person in whom morality adored by the whole world shines.
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Wise persons do not grieve in this world understanding that a tree that has been felled
grows again and that the moon which wanes expands again.
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Good conduct is an ornament for wealth, restraint in speech is an ornament for valour,
mental tranquillity for wisdom, humility for scholarship, spending for the right cause for
money, not getting angry for penance, ability to pardon for a capable person, being
unbiased for righteous conduct; this morality is an ornament for one and all.
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Section on Destiny
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Even Indra, whose leader is Bruhaspati, whose weapon is Vajra, whose army consists
of Divine persons, whose fort is heaven, whose elephant is Airavata and who has the
blessings of Lord Vishnu was defeated by his enemies in battle; it is quite clear that
destiny is the refuge and valour is of no use, what a pity!
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After making a hole in the basket a mouse falls into the mouth of a snake which has its
body curled into a heap in the basket and whose senses are weakened because of
hunger. The snake having had a satisfying meal of the mouse gets out of the same hole
quickly. You people! Keep quiet. Fate is the only cause for growth or decay.
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A gentleman bounces back like a ball after a fall. An uncultured person falls down like a
heap of mud (never to bounce back).
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A bald person, with his head burning due to the heat of the sun, seeks a shady place
and quickly goes to the base of a pine tree. There his head gets broken by a falling big
pine fruit. Perhaps misfortune follows an unfortunate person wherever he goes.
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After seeing that elephants, snakes and birds are kept captive, that planets torment the
sun and the moon and that learned persons live in penury | believe that one’s destiny is
very powerful.
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If Fate creates a gem of a person who is an ornament for the world and who is a source
of all good qualities and also makes him lasting for a few moments, what a pity that it is
so un-informed.
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This moon is a receptacle of ambrosia, is followed by hundreds of physicians (followed
by Satabhishak star) and is a crest on the head of Shiva. (However) He is affected by
the disease of consumption. Who can get over the effect of wretched Fate?
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Dear friend! The mlschlevous Fate I|ke a potter places (our) mind consolidating it into a
heap like mud on the potter’'s wheel of worries which runs by the force of the stick of
recurrent adversities and rotates it. What exactly he wants to make we do not know.
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You stupid Fate stop exerting yourself by trying to see if you could destroy the courage
of great men. They are like mountains during the time of the end of Kalpa and they are
not like insignificant streams.
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What has been ordained by the Lord Fate is what any one gets and it is not because of
his benefactor. Although clouds which fill all the directions rain every year, only a few
tiny drops fall into the mouth of a Cataka bird.
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Section on Karma
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We salute the Divine Beings. But they are also affected by the wily Fate. So, we should
salute Fate. But Fate also bestows according to one’s own actions. If fruits are as per
actions, of what importance is Fate? Let us salute (our own) actions on which even Fate
has no control.
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Salutations to Karma, by whom Brahma is made to work like a potter, Vishnu is thrown
into stressful cauldron of Brahmanda beset with ten incarnations, Shiva makes a living
by begging with a bowl made of skull in his hand, and the sun wanders daily in the sky.
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Dear holy man' Worship that Goddess called Virtuous Action who converts bad
persons to holy persons, dull headed persons into scholars, enemies into well wishers,
renders what is not seen visible, converts instantaneously strongest poison into
ambrosia. Do not go after other qualities which are full of weaknesses.
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If good actions are accumulated over a long period, a clean residence, graceful young
women and Lakshmi, Goddess of Wealth brilliant with a white umbrella can all be
experienced. If good actions are broken Lakshmi will go in different directions quickly
like the beads of pearls slipping away in different directions from a necklace during
amorous quarrel.
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A wise man has to endure with effort till maturity while doing his works, good or bad.
The result of works done in great haste is heart wrenching and painful till one’s end.
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A person who does not do penance having been born in this land of Karma is cooking
sesame floor in a gem-laden vessel using sandal wood as fire wood. He ploughs the
earth with a gold-tipped plough for the sake of the fibres of Arka plant. He constructs a
fence of Kodrava plant after destroying a plot of Karpura plants.
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It is not the looks, heritage, character, education or service done with effort, but the
good fortune accumulated due to previous penance which gives timely results like trees.
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Let a person drown in water; let him go up the peak of mountain Meru; let him conquer
enemies in battle; let him learn commerce, agriculture, art of serving others, all
branches of knowledge and arts, let him fly over the sky like a bird after struggling
much. But here (in this world) what is not predestined to happen will not happen and
how can what has to happen as a result of karma get destroyed?
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Good deeds done in the past will protect a person whether he is sleeping, intoxicated or
in adversity in a forest, battle ground, amidst enemies, water or fire or on the top of a
mountain.
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For a person who has acquired good deeds in the past a frightening forest becomes a
prominent city, all people get attached to him like relatives, the whole earth becomes full
of treasure and gems.
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Salutation to the revered God of love, Manmatha, whose flag carries the picture of a
fish, whose colourful life is beyond words and who has made Siva, Brahma and Vishnu
carriers of household pitchers of doe-eyed ladies. [ Doe-eyed ladies refer to the wives of
Siva, Brahma and Vishnu, namely Parvati, Saraswati and Lakshmi.]
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(In praise of women)
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With their smile, temperament, shyness, partial glances while turning away their faces,

words, quarrels out of jealousy, playfulness and with all their moods women are a fetter
(to men).
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Sideway glances due to the dexterity of the eye-brows, friendly talk, smiles ending with
bashfulness, playful languidness in movement and posture, all this is both
embellishment and weapon for ladies.
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With the young ladies casting their passionately lovely glances sometimes accompanied
by the knitting of the eye brows, sometimes filled with bashfulness, sometimes full of
fear and sometimes playfully it looks as if heaps of shining blue lotuses are scattered in
all directions.
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A face steadily broadening like moon, eyes which can put lotuses to shame, colour
which outshines that of Gold, lock of hair which wins over (swarm of) female bees (in
colour), bosoms which steal the grace of elephant’s frontal prominences, heavy hips
and enticing sweetness in speech; these are natural adornments for young women.
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A smile that is somewhat innocent, beauty of candidly unsteady eyes, diction in speech
embellished with fresh playful words, gait in walking, abundantly sprouting elegance,
what is not charming in a doe-eyed girl entering youth?
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Among those a man of taste can look at, which is the best? The face of a doe-eyed lady
pleasant with love; among those he can smell, which is the best? her facial breath;
among those he can hear? her words; among those he can taste? the juice of her
sprout- like lips; among those he can touch? her body. What is it that a man of taste
should contemplate on? fresh youth. Its illusion is everywhere.
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Whose mind do these young ladies who excel royal swans by their jingling set of
bangles, girdle and the anklets not capture with their glances similar to those of
frightened innocent deer?
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Who on earth will not be captivated by a damsel who has her body smeared in kunkum,
her garland swaying due to the fair breasts and her lotus- like feet jingling due to the
swan-like anklets?
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Those great poets who constantly tell that women are powerless indeed say perverse
things. How can those who conquered even Indra through their unsteady glances be
called “powerless” [abalaa]?

SAHTATHIETEAT: gﬁga’r HRETS: |

FATAA THIRYAAY Faeidd 1 -22 1

3 HIR-E9T: FET: GIYa: - 5l I (&) A-A73-F=IR-Grady Jacd |
Cupid is indeed a faithful servant of women with beautiful eye-brows, because he
proceeds to act based on the signals given through their rolling of eyes.
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Hair on the head is tied up (self-controlled); the eyes extend beyond the ears( have
mastered the Vedas); the inside of the mouth is filled with naturally clean teeth ( full of
Brahmins who are virtuous by nature); these two pitcher-like breasts look appealing with
the continued presence of pearls ( liberated souls); thus although your body displays
serenity, it disturbs us.[ The poet skilfully plays on double meaning words TJf&T:, &ljr
c\jadlo-lld-l\, HFdT=AT1H and brings out an apparent contradiction.]
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Dear young lady, what a skill you have in archery never seen earlier in that you could
pierce minds (of men) with (your) qualities (strings) only and not with arrows.[ The poet
plays on word ‘guna’ which means quality and also string. While a normal archer shoots
arrows to hit a target, you use ‘guna’ to hit your target, namely minds of men. ]
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This world is all darkness without my doe-eyed lady no matter whether there is a light, a
fire, stars, gems and the moon.
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Let this weight of upturned breasts, wavering eyes, unsteady creeper-like eye-brows,
this reddened sprout-like lip, trouble us; Why does this line of hair in the middle
(indifferent), which looks as if it has been scripted by cupid as the alphabet string of
loveliness, create affliction (in us)? [The poet plays on the word ‘madhyastha’ which
can mean ‘situated in the middle’ or ‘indifferent’. He thus brings out an apparent
contradiction in that something which is indifferent causes us pain. Such description
may appear risqué for modern sensibilities, but is not uncommon in Sanskrit literature.]
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With her face as lovely as moon (like moon-stone), her hair deep black (like sapphire),
her palms having the colour of lotus (like ruby) she was resplendent as if she was made
of precious stones. ( The poet has played on the double meanings of
‘chandrakanta’,’mahanila’ and ‘padmaraga’)
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With the heavy weight of her breasts, her face luminous like moon and her slow pace
she looked resplendent as if she was made of planets. (Again pun on words
‘guru’,’chandra’ and ‘Sanaiscara’ is skilfully employed by the poet.)
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Dear mind, if her breasts are heavy, her hips are attractive and her face beautiful what
is it for you? Why do you feel disturbed? If you desire them do good deeds. Desired
objectives do not materialise without previous good deeds.
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These playful activities of doe-eyed girls which are the fragrances of youthful lustre, the
beginnings of adult sexual valour, which act as surety for giving victory to cupid, which
steal the minds for long, and which are laden with novel alterations flourish in an
un-definable manner.
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The private care-free utterances of doe-eyed girls sweet with affection, generously
loving and replete with the sentiment of love, sweet to hear, well-nigh innocent,
expressing exhilaration, lovely by nature, soft with feelings of love and arousing desire
in others are attractive in an inexpressible way.
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(Description of successful love)
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A slender lady walked in the shades of forest trees resting frequently while warding off
the rays of the moon by raising in hand the bosom-covering garment.
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When the wide-eyed lady is not seen we desire to see her, having seen we desire to
embrace her, after embracing we seek the union of the bodies.
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Jasmine for the hair, a yawn on the face, body smeared with sandal paste full of saffron,
a languorous passionate dear lady to hug and that is heaven rest is just (bookish)
knowledge.
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Saying “no,no” weakly when the desire is not yet risen, then becoming desirous shyly
and with weak physical resistance and with loss of courage (to resist) and then enjoying
secret carefree mature dalliances and unobstructed bodily searches render sex with
ones chaste woman a great pleasure.
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The fortunate drink the sweet lips of their young wives who have fallen on their chests
with their braided hair slipping away, with their eyes closed like a bud but ever slightly
opened and with their temples wet with sweat due to the exhausting reverse amorous
pleasures.
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Sexual pleasure is that which flows between consenting couple with their eyes slightly
closed. A sexual encounter mutually agreed to will indeed be not futile.
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It is indeed improper and not in order that men have sexual cravings even in old age.
Similarly it is not right that women’s longevity or desire for sex is not restricted to the

age when breasts sag.

A friend addresses a king:
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O king! No one in this world has seen the end of the ocean of desire; what is the
meaning of plenty of money when one has lost lovely youth? Well before our forms are
lost due to the onslaught of old age, let us go to the residence of our beloved girls who

look like blossoming red and blue lotuses.
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There is nothing in this world other than youth which acts as the residence of passion,
which is the cause of severe grief equivalent to hundreds of hell, which acts as the seed
for mental delusion, which acts as a spread of clouds to moon-like knowledge, which is
the sole friend of cupid and which is a continuous series of well known various clear
defects and which acts as a community hall for all worthless things.
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He is indeed a rare fortunate person who does not get disturbed at the arrival of youth
which acts as rain bearing cloud to the tree of romance, which is a quick moving stream
of playfulness, which is a dear relative to Manmatha, which is an ocean for pearl-like
witty sayings, which acts as full moon to the chakora-like eyes of slender ladies and
which is a treasury of the goddess of prosperity.
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In this worthless worldly life, why would persons of pure mind lose their fortitude by
waiting at the doors of vile kings had there been no young women with waists bent due
to the weight of their breasts, with swinging gold girdles, with lotus-like eyes and who
have the lustre of a rising moon? [ Even good persons have to undergo tribulations of
serving lowly people for the sake of earning the favour of beautiful women.]
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When there are propitious Himalayan abodes in the caves inhabited by realized souls
where trees are damaged by the back of Siva’s bull and where rocks are washed by
river Ganga who would make their heads withered and dirtied by (frequent) bowing
down (to the wealthy)?
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O worldly life! Your far end would not be distant if only there were no women with
intoxicated eyes in between who are difficult to cross over.
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Either prowde to forest deer roots having the colour of bamboo stems cut by the sharp
edges of a stone or provide to (your) young wives betel leaves which are slightly whitish
like the cheeks of Shaka women and which have been cut by red tips of nails. [ Either
lead the life of a hermit or be a house holder. Shakas refer to a foreign race who
conquered parts of India and established kingdoms.]
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You may feel a sense of disgust saying that all things end up being tasteless or they
harbour all sorts of faults. Yet in this world there is nothing more pious than doing good
to others and there is nothing more pleasant than blue-lotus-eyed ladies.
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Gentlemen! Casting off jealousy and after deliberation please tell, “ Is it better to go
behind kings serving them or go behind coquettish ladies with captivating smiles?”
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There are two ways in this dream-like worldly life which ends up being unsteady: One is
that of the scholars whose boat-like mind is floating on the ocean of ambrosia of true
knowledge and the other is of those who are busy with ladies of heavy breasts and
buttocks and whose hands are being restrained from playing in the fat private areas.
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Let a dwelling be made on the banks of Ganga which destroys sins or on the beautiful
garlanded breasts of a young lady.
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What is the use of any number of sense-less talks? Here in this world there are two
things for men worth serving: Either the forest or the youth of beautiful ladies who are
fatigued by the weight of their breasts and who ardently look forward to the novel
pleasures of youthful plays.
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O people! | am telling the truth and without any bias. This is true in all the seven worlds.
There is nothing as captivating as beautiful women and nothing else that causes grief.
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( Censuring women)
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Looking at a woman who is nothing more than a dirty bellows, even a learned person
gets enchanted, feels pleased, enjoys and praises her saying my dearest, you have
eyes like blue lotuses, you have heavy hips, you have raised heavy breasts, your face is
like a lotus and you have beautiful eye brows. Oh! How wicked is delusion!
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When remembered she causes sorrow; when seen she intoxicates; when touched
causes delusion. How can she be the beloved?
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So long as she is in sight she is full of ambrosia; once she is out of sight she is worse
than poison.
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There is nothing like ambrosia or poison other than this graceful lady; if she is attached
she is a creeper of ambrosia, if she is ill-disposed she is a poisonous vine.
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Who created this machine called woman, who is a whirl pool of doubts, a world of bad
manners, a city of rashness, a source of follies, a field of several forms of
untrustworthiness, an impediment to the door of heaven, the gateway to the city of hell,
a bunch of all delusions, a snare for all beings, a poison looking like ambrosia?
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In truth this moon is far from being the face, a pair of lotuses does not match eyes, the
lean body is not made of Gold. But fools misled by poets seek doe-eyed women’s body
made of skin, flesh and bones.
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The same old natural coquetry of playful ladies creates scintillations in fool’s mind; the
redness of a lotus is natural but bumble bee wanders around it in vain.
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This lotus-like face with best form which steals the lustre of full moon and where the
honey of lips dwells will become poisonous as time passes just as the very sweet fruit of
kimpaaka tree will turn poisonous in course of time.
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This river in the form of your beloved with waves in the form of three abdominal folds
opened up and a pair of chakravaka birds in the form of raised plump breasts and
looking lustrous with a lotus in the form of face is all round dangerous. If you do not
want to dip into the ocean of worldly life, keep off from it.
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Who indeed is a beloved for women? They converse with one, they look at another one
coquettishly, and think of another in their heart.
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Dear friend! Move away from this serpent called woman with poisonous exhalations
called furtive glances and having hood in the form of playfulness and which are by
nature troublesome. If you are bitten by other snakes it is possible to treat with
medicines. Conjurers keep away from those attacked by snakes called clever women.
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The fisherman called Manmatha (Love God) has spread a net called woman in the
ocean of worldly affairs, with the help of which he will cook in the fire of lust fishes in the
form of men who are attracted to the bait in the form of woman’s lips.
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O traveller called mind! Do not travel in the forest of woman’s body having mountains
which are difficult to access in the form of breasts.
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| was looked at and not bitten by a blue-hued hooded energetic serpent which was
moving in a long meandering gait; there are of course liberal doctors in all directions (to
cure snake-bite); but there is neither medicine nor doctor for me who has been looked
at by a guileless girl.
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Here is pleasant music, here is dancing, here there is something juicy (to taste), here is
fragrance rising forth, here is the touch of breasts; in this manner | have been cheated
through delusion by these five scoundrels called senses skilled in furthering their own
interests and who have destroyed the ultimate objective (of Ife).

T IFAT AAN T Hafd HAvsgiawa

o @ifY gyead gafa fafad: arfeawmera: |

HATARACSA FAM TAqUEHSIHAS -

TAUGEARIST HHAATT €2 GO T o Y-9& |

37 T THR-IGEAN: HATN o TFT:, HVT-19: 7 afa, fafae: enfeae-od: qeaq
F gl ¥, HH-JHERUT 57T 3 T H5T1H 3P fAgeiq eo FAIT guiglad = |
This disease of epilepsy called cupid is not amenable to incantations, it is not a matter
of medicine, it does not go away even after hundreds of appeasing rites, it distorts
eye-sight and makes one feel giddy producing contortions of limbs often.
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Who would like to indulge oneself ina prostltute who acts as a sword to the creeper of
discrimination and who lends her beautiful body, just for the sake of earning some
money, to a blind man, an ugly man, an old man with aged limbs, a villager and a leper?
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This prostitute is a flame of lust fed by the fuel called beauty, where youth and money
are sacrificed.
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Which well bred person would kiss the sprout- like lips of a prostitute which act a
spittoon for spies, soldiers, thieves, slaves, paramours, actors even if they are

appealing.
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There is honey in the words of women, but potent poison in their hearts; that is why their
lips are drunk and bosoms pounded by fists.
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Section on the right and wrong ways of renunciation
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They indeed are fortunate whose minds do not get disturbed looking at the form of
ladies having white and broad eyes, whose breasts are hard and heavy in the form of
arrogance of youth and whose slender waists carry the creeper- like three folds.
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Young damsel! Why are these languid glances playfully half-shut being thrown at me?
Please stop, your efforts are wasted, we are different now, our youth is finished, we
care for forests, our desires have weakened, we look upon the web of worldly affairs like
a blade of straw.
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This damsel is all the time casting towards me her eyes which rob the lustre of lotus
petals. What is her intention? Our infatuation is gone; the flames of the fever due to the
provocation of the arrow of hunter called Manmatha have subsided; even then this
wretched lady does not stop.
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O Cupid! Why do you torment by twanging the bow? O cuckoo! Why do you sing your
soft tunes in vain? O guileless lady! Enough of your smooth artful elegant and sweet
unsteady glances. O mind! There exists the ambrosia of meditating on Siva’s head
kissed by the moon. (go and seek it)
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If the minds have met there is union even while separated; if the heart is broken union
enhances the feeling of separation.
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“What is the use of my going if my beloved is not alive; what if she is alive even?”
thinking thus, looking at the fresh series of clouds the traveller does not proceed
towards his house.
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Scholars! Stop being in the company of ladies which gives momentary pleasure,
cultivate the company of ladies called Compassion, Friendship and Knowledge, you
cannot take refuge in ladies of heavy breasts pressed by garlands and hips with jingling
waist band when you land in hell.
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For those successful persons, in whom there sparkles a continuous union between the
soul and the mind weakened by the practice of Yoga, of what use is chatting with loving
ladies who have honey in their moon-like lips, enjoying the fragrance of their breath and
having amorous pleasures of embracing pot-like breasts?
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When there was ignorance caused by the passage of darkness called Cupid this whole
world looked full of ladies; now that our vision is upright having the collyrium of
discriminatory knowledge we consider all the three worlds to be Brahman.
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A pious person’s light of faultless ability to discriminate shines only so long as he is not
struck by the side glances of unsteady eyes of doe-eyed ladies.
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For scholars who are proficient in reciting the Vedas, the subject of detachment is just
for talking. Who can let go the lotus-eyed ladies’ loins, the girdles of which have a red
ruby at the knot?
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He is a false scholar who deceives others by castigating young women, because, the
fruit of penance is heaven and there are divine-nymphs even in heaven.
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There are brave people in this world who can strike at the temple of a mad elephant;
there are capable people who can kill a lion, king of animals; but, | can tell in front of
strong people, people who can strike at the arrogance of cupid are indeed rare.

oAl diaed gdafd I sREdacafegaTon

ool drdgiau TAagAfy FATeFId dracd |

HEATATHSCHFAT: HAUTAYATAT HATTIEHTOT Tel

Fracaleiddian gfe o yfdasr efSeamom: gafea o g-oy

37 1A SAlCIaclell Ut 3 dTT-315hSe-HFAT: HaV-G-IIT: HAel-GEHTT: §fa-HY:
efee-aTom: gl 7 Gdfed, dIad v -} AT e, 3legamon (fAg#H) dradq va
gsrald, A1ad dooil fAed, qad va fae#] Jifd FATCFIA |




So long as the arrows of glances of coquettish ladies shot by the curved bow-like brows
with blue eye lashes (blue feathers) which steal ones courage do not fall on his heart,
he treads the right path, he controls the senses, he upholds a sense of shame and he
displays modesty.
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Even Brahma feels diffident to obstruct actions of women who are insanely excited by
love.
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One’s greatness, scholarship and ability to discriminate last so long as the cursed fire
called cupid does not inflame one’s body.
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In this world even though a person is well versed in scriptures, is endowed with right
conduct, is aware of true knowledge it is rare that he attains salvation. Because the
curved creeper-like eye brows of ladies with beautiful eyes act as a key which opens the

door of city called hell.
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A dog even if it is weak, blind, lame, deaf, tail-less, wounded wet with pus, with its body
covered with hundreds of worms, hungry, old with its neck stuck in a broken pot follows
a bitch. Cupid strikes even the stricken.
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Fools having wrong knowledge who neglect the cupid’s signet in the form of ladies
which provides every type of wealth and which ensures victory go after false results.
They are mercilessly destroyed by the same cupid and some are made naked,
tonsured, some are made to have five tufts, some to have matted hairs and others to
hold skulls. [ It is the poet’s way of saying that they become ascetics of various types.]
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Even ascetics like Viswamitra and Parasara who subsisted on just air, water or leaves
got deluded by looking at the lotus face of ladies. Vindhya mountain would float on
ocean if those who consume cooked rice with ghee mixed with milk and curd were to
control their senses.
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The wind is carrying fragrances, the branches are full of the tips of new sprouts, female
cuckoos express a longing sometimes pleasing and sometimes harsh, the moon-like
faces of young ladies have sparse drops of sweats oozing; when spring arrives on the
land which thing does not attain quality?
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This spring time hits the separated lovers with the pleasant indistinct singings of the
cuckoo and the wind blowing from Malaya mountain. Alas! Even ambrosia turns poison
in times of distress.
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Amorous display of emotions at home, beloveds tired of amorous activities by the side,
the sweet tones of the female cuckoo to hear, vine- bower full of laughter, meeting with
a few reputed poets, colourful garlands, all these do bring happiness to the heart s of
some people.
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Female cuckoos longingly look at the cluster of mango blossoms which act as offerings
to the fire of separation felt by ladies whose husbands are away on travel. Mild winds
blow from Srikhanda mountain which are prone to steal the fragrance of fresh Patala
flowers and which diminish the spread of weariness.
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May the famous ego of ladies who are in love stay on so long as the wind from Malaya
mountain does not carry the fragrance of sandal trees.
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At the time of spring when the horizon is full of intense fragrance of the filaments of
mango flowers and when honey bees are agitated by the sweet honey (of the flowers),
who does not long for one’s beloved?
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In summer doe-eyed ladies who are moist with very pure sandal paste, bath rooms with
water streams, flowers, moonlight, mild wind from flowers and clean palace grounds
increase intoxication and romance.
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Enchanting fragrant garlands, breeze of a fan, moon-light, pollen of flowers, a lake,
clear liquor, palace terrace, very thin clothing, lotus-eyed ladies, all these are available
for the lucky while summer flourishes.
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Milk-white residence, moon with glistening clear rays, the lotus-like face of a beloved,
fragrant sandal dust, enchanting fragrant garlands all these bring distress to lovelorn
men, but does not affect those who have turned away from sensual pleasures.
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Who does not feel joyful during rainy season which is weighed down by heavy
rain-bearing clouds and which enhances romantic desires with its fragrance of
blossoming Jati flower like a woman who is romantically inclined who is bearing fragrant
Jati flowers and who is weighed down by heavy breasts? [The poet brings out the

similarity through 21 pun.]
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The sky covered over with clouds, the earth covered with new shoots, the wind
carrying the fragrance of mountain jasmine and kadamba flowers and forest interiors
enchantingly full of shrill sounds of peacocks make everyone, whether happy or
unhappy, long for love.
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Dark mass of clouds are above, hills full of dancing peacocks are all round, the earth
white with new shoots is (below); where does (the poor) traveller cast his eyes?
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Here is the playfulness of creeper-like lightening; here is the sparkling fragrance of
ketaka trees; thither is rumbling of rising couds; thither the crackling sound of playful
peacocks. How do these nights laden with delight pass of for lovelorn ladies with long
eye-lashes?
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When there is darkness where not even a needle could move and clouds feigning
scholarship through their rumblings are in the sky, and groups of water drops are falling,
this attractive golden lightening brings at once pleasure and pain to ladies on their way
to their lovers.
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Due to torrential rain lovers are not able to go out; they are tightly embraced by the
wide-eyed ladies due to the shivering cold; the wind cool like water spray blows to
destroy the fatigue caused by romantic dalliance. Hark! For the lucky persons dark
cloudy days turn out to be good days.
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After having slept half of the night with his body weary of the strain of fast love play and
feeling uncontrollable thirst and delighting in the intoxication of liquor it is (only) an
unlucky person who does not drink the cool autumnal water flowing like pure moonlight
poured by the beloved lady weary and tired of the acts of love play in the lonely upper
floors of palaces.
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In winter having taken food of curds, milk and ghee wearing bright red garments with
their bodies smeared with thick saffron paste and feeling exhausted after varied forms
of love play, embraced by ladies having heavy round breasts and with their mouths full

of betel leaves and areca nut lucky men sleep inside residences.
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During a season which bears the lustre of ripe rising Priyangu (a plant), when the
bumble bees are intoxicated by the blooming Kunda flowers, when beautiful Mandara
flowers open up due to icy winds, the young men who are not embraced by doe-eyed
ladies who are capable of preventing cold spend hellish long nights.
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In winter winds clearly blow imitating life-loving persons by kissing the wall-like cheeks
of lovely ladies, making slurping sounds at their faces having curly hair, creating goose




bump at the breasts with the upper garment lifted up, shaking the thighs and loosening
the garment from the heavy hips.
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This wintry wind mostly acts as a beloved to beautiful ladies by disturbing the hair,
closing the eyes, pulling the garment forcefully, creating goose bump, slowly making
them tremble, creating beautiful slurping sound often and troubling the lips
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Benedictory verse
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Shiva whose unsteady lock of hair where the bud-like moon appearing as a hair-crest is
shining and who easily burnt the tremulous moth called Manmatha, flourishes in all his
glory residing in the hearts of ascetics shining in the forefront during auspicious
moments and vanquishing the thick darkness of boundless delusion roaring internally.
(Verbs o1ad, srafd, fasTad ete. which are often used in benedictory verses convey the
sense of “flourishing in all its glory” although the literal meaning is “to be victorious”. )
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( Censuring desire)
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O Greed manifesting wretched actions ! many places dangerous and difficult to access
were traversed fruitlessly; sacrificing the self respect proper for the community and
family, fruitless service was rendered; Without self-respect (food) was eaten with
apprehension in others’ houses like a crow; you are still growing and do not feel
satisfied.
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With the hope of a treasure ground was dug up; oars of mountains were blown (in a
smelter); ocean was crossed over; kings were appeased with effort; nights were spent
in cemeteries with mind concentrating on the chant; not even a perforated cowrie was
got by me; dear greed, be satisfied.
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| somehow tolerated wicked talk by those who indulge in it; | feigned laughter
suppressing the tears; | even bowed to those whose mental faculty was stupefied by
wealth; dear greed with unfulfilled desires, how much more do you make me dance (to
your tunes)?
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We shamelessly committed the crime of narrating our own virtues before the rich whose
minds are insensitive due to the arrogance of money. What is it that we, deprived of
discrimination, did not do for the sake of our lives which are like water on the lotus leaf?
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We tolerated but not with a sense of forgiving; we left homely comforts but not with joy;
we endured the distress caused by unbearable cold, wind and heat, but we did not do
penance; controlling our breath we thought of money day and night, but we did not think
of Shiva’s abode; What sages did we also did, but we were denied the fruits (that they

got).
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We did not enjoy pleasures, we only were eaten up; we did not do penances, only we
were distressed; time did not pass on, only we passed on; greed did not wear out, only
we decayed. [ Contextual different shades of meaning of words 3&d, dtd, I1d, Shrof
have been beautifully played upon.]
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The face is over run by wrinkles, head is marked by grey hair, limbs have become

loose, only greed is getting younger.
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The desire to enjoy bodily pleasures is gone, self-respect has also waned, friends who
were dear as one’s own life have gone to heaven; getting up slowly is with the help of a
stick; eyesight is affected by advanced cataract; in spite of all this the stupid body is
afraid of death.
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Desire is a river which has intentions as water, waves called greed, is infested with
crocodiles called lust and birds called doubt, which destroys trees called courage, which
is difficult to cross because of whirl pools called delusion, which has steep and high
banks called worry. Yogis with pure mind are happy having crossed that river.
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( A critique on discarding sensory pleasures)
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| do not see anything good in worldly life. When analyzed, the result of past good deeds
frightens me. The sensory pleasures which have been earned for long by a flood of
great good deeds in the past will only grow as if to cause sorrow to those clinging to
them.
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Sensory pleasures will depart even after staying for long. What is the difference in
parting? If man does not discard them himself, they cause immense pain. If they are
voluntarily discarded they provide endless joy and peace.
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It is surprising how those who have a clear mind of discrimination arising out of the
knowledge of Brahman become totally free from desire and give up wealth that provides
them things of pleasure; we on the other hand are unable to give up craving for things
which we never had in the past, are not having now and have no firm hopes of having in
future.
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While the blessed living in mountain caves meditate on the Divine Light and shed tears
of joy, birds drink them without any fear lying on their laps; our span of life, on the other
hand, decreases while we imagine in our minds palaces, water pools, pleasure
gardens, games and gaiety.
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Food is by begging and it is tasteless and that too only once a day, sleeping is on bare
earth, the only kin is one’s own body and the clothing is a rag of hundreds of patches;
even then sensual craving does not go away! Alas!
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Breasts which are glands of flesh are compared to golden pitchers; Face which is a
store house of phlegm is compared to moon; the private part wet with urine is compared
to the head of the best of elephants; a form which should be often reprehended is made
lofty by the great poets.
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Shiva who has carried half of the body of his beloved shines alone as the foremost
among lovers and there is no one who excels him among the passion-free in being
detached from the company of women. The rest who are entranced having been
affected by the snake-poison of the arrows of irresistible cupid are neither capable of
enjoying nor resisting the sensual pleasures accepted on account of cupid.
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Let the moth fall into the fierce fire not knowing that it burns; let the fish eat the meat
not knowing that it is baited; but we, even though fully knowing that desires are
entangled in a network of hazards do not forsake them; deep indeed is the power of
delusion!

T eIy efa afeer dfiqaygy

&JUT: AMMeTewi ST HATGHIGTAH |

TEITH AN EGRATAZINT dEf

gl ST mﬁﬁﬁ@wﬁaﬁ I a-2%

31 ST IR T YA M-I T AT, &JEIT-IT: FE- -G AT ot
HATII; FH-317+1 Jalcd T GeaRHA JAZld; re): IR gaH 3fa
faadeata |

A person drinks water which is sweet and cold when the mouth gets dried up due to
thirst; afflicted by hunger he eats cooked rice mixed with meat etc; when the fire of




carnal desire is aflame he embraces his bride tightly; he mistakes as happiness a
palliative for a disease.
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A person gone astray by ignorance stays in the prison house of family entanglement
believing that a lofty mansion, sons admired by the virtuous, un-countable wealth, a
beloved worthy of honour, youth and this world are all permanent. A blessed person
relinquishes them realizing that all that is perishable in a second.

(Criticizing begging and meanness)
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If there were no house-wife looking wretched and miserable for want of food with crying
hungry children having miserable faces tugging at her old garment, which respectable
person begs for food just for the sake of his own burning stomach in broken halting
stammering words with the fear that his request may be turned down?
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This store room of a belly which is difficult to fill up, which is skilful in breaking the
cherished knot called self respect, which acts as bright moonlight to the lotus of weighty
and good qualities and which acts as an axe to the large glittering collection of creepers
makes fun of us.

qud A1 g1 a1 Agfd Aduecs=arfel Farfer

E'CI'I?.\"RT memw

¢aR gar gfdser q(ﬁqfqqunq aj%na’f

A oot Ty Gollefieel Jeddedy &l 1 33

37 &JEIT-37Tc: mﬁwaﬁwwwmaﬁw@awaﬁrmﬁm
T ~1F-TTH-&fdoT- 5Fl'5d3-lch-fﬂ:l' EJ?:TJ'-/chUo GdR gar gfdse: grol: AT @A, T
O 3Rt e gy et (@) |

It is better for a person of self respect who is hungry to manage to breathe and fill his
stomach by entering door after door near a village which has become gray with the
smoke of fire-offerings made by dutiful Brahmins rather than be miserable among his

relatives.
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Is it that the Himalayan abodes which are cooled by the spray of the waves of Ganga
and where Vidyadharas dwell on beautiful rocks have been lost in floods that people

have become dependent on others for their daily bread? [ Vidyadharas are a kind of

supernatural beings having magical powers and attending on Siva.]
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Have the bulbous roots vanished from mountain streams or streams have vanished
from mountains or branches of trees with their barks and juicy fruits have been
destroyed that people are fondly looking at faces of the wicked persons devoid of




modesty and whose creeper-like eye-brows dance due to the gale like smile caused by
having earned some wealth with great difficulty?
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Adopt a lovely way of life by (enjoying) roots and fruits; sleep on the ground with tender
sprouts as bed; let us go to the forest where not even the name of the small minded
wealthy persons whose mind is closed due to absence of discrimination and whose
manner of speaking is affected by a disease called money is heard.
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In every forest there are fruits of trees which are easily available as much as desired; at
frequent intervals is available cold and sweet water from pious rivers; there is bed which
is soft to touch and made of sprouts of lovely creepers; even then wretched people
undergo troubles at the door of the wealthy.
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When meditation is broken while seated on a rock in a cave of a hill, | should remember
smiling internally the days of those who undergo the grief of begging in front of the
wealthy and those who bear the smallness of mind contented with the worldly desires.
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Happiness of those who are all the time happy is not broken; and the greed of those
whose mind is full of avarice for wealth is not killed. For whose sake is Meru mountain
the fame of whose gold is only meant for itself created? | do not like that type of wealth.
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The great saints speak of living on alms as not being mean, a pleasure to which there is
no equal, which cuts off all round fear, which destroys haughtiness, intoxication and
jealousy, which vanquishes the flood of unhappiness, which is available easily without
effort, which is dear to the virtuous, which purifies, which is a homage to Siva and which
is an irresistible inexhaustible treasure.
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(Impermanence of worldly pleasures)
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There is the fear of diseases in worldly pleasures; in case of family nobility there is the
fear of its being stained; in case of wealth there is the fear of its being taken away by
the king; in case of self respect there is the fear of becoming miserable; in case of an
army there is the fear of an enemy; in case of handsomeness there is the fear of old
age; in case of scholarship there is the fear of being defeated by an opponent; in case




of virtue there is the fear of the wicked; in case of human body there is the fear of death;
everything in this world is full of fear, it is only in renunciation that there is no fear.
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Birth is overrun by death, bright youth by old age, happiness by desire for money, joy of
peace by the attractions of mature women, virtues by envious people, forests by wild
animals, kings by wicked people, glories are weakened by impermanence. What is that
is not eclipsed by something else?
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Health of people is uprooted by hundreds of mental and physical afflictions. Wherever
there is wealth misfortunes fall in as if through an open door. Death quickly and
compulsorily takes control of every life born. Has the uncontrolled creator created
anything which is firm and stable?
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Pleasures are as unsteady as high waves; life can get terminated in a moment;
manifestation of youthful happiness rests in ladies only for a few days. Therefore, O
learned preceptors! having understood that this worldly life is worthless please attempt
(to provide salvation to the ordinary folk) with a benevolent attitude towards them.




A AufadA el g A asaer

gAY fAEe i dresTIe el aes ISR |

ollell AaeT AT A ATh LT g

W%ﬁﬁmmm‘dw -39

37: (8) FEIT:! 1T #U@msrma?‘amaﬁm 31T
awféuzﬁﬁ-qu?#mﬁaﬁ-aaﬁ TSI, FAo]-8]cIIH] e s S sfa
BT e FATIEr- FAgE-gorsh aaff)‘ ﬁataw /

O Scholars! Pleasures are as unsteady as lightening in a canopy of clouds; longevity is
as fragile as the water clinging to the little stalk of a lotus being thrashed by winds;
youthful attachments of men are transient. Having known all this in totality concentrate
your minds on (salvation) which is easy to attain with fortitude and meditation.
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Longevity is as fragile as waves; the grandeur of youth stays only for a few days; wealth
is as transient as our desires; the multitudes of pleasures have the playfulness of
lightening in rainy season. Even the tight embraces offered by your ladies are

temporary; please concentrate on Brahman in order to cross the ocean of worldly life.
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While in the womb, one stays amidst filth in a restricted form with difficulty; during
youth, enjoyment is mixed with the pain of being away from the beloved; old age is also
unpleasant being mocked at by smiling ladies with beautiful eyes. O men! Tell me, is
there any tiny bit which is pleasant in this worldly life?
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Old age waits upon one threatening like a tigress; diseases strike the body like
enemies; span of life leaks away like water from a broken pot; it is strange that even
then people act in a harmful manner.
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O people! All types of pleasures are of temporary nature; all the worldly problems are
because of them only. For what purpose do you all run around? Stop your activities. If
you have faith in what we say, bring your mind cleared by the cessation of hundreds of
desires to meditate on the dwelling of your soul.
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There is an inexplicable pleasure which alone flourishes eternally lofty. Having obtained
that pleasure one considers (divine dignitaries like) Brahma, Indra, the wind God and
others equal to blades of grass, and having tasted that pleasure suzerainty over the
three worlds becomes tasteless. O virtuous man! Do not indulge in other transient
pleasures.
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That beautiful city, that great king, that circle of vassals, that learned assembly by his
side, those moon faced women, that haughty group of princes, those prisoners, and
those stories! Our obeisance to Time on account of which everything is just a memory!
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In a house where there were many there is one now; where there was one, now there
are many and in the end no one; thus time plays with the dices of day and night on the
playing board of this world using living beings as play-pieces.
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With sun’s rising and setting span of life gets reduced; Passage of time is not noticed
because of various pressing activities; one does not get anxious seeing birth, old age,
disease and death; the world is intoxicated by drinking liquor of faults which causes
delusion.
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Living beings keep running, planning and secretly starting in the planned matters
believing that night is the same and the day is the same. It is a pity that we do not feel
ashamed of getting deluded by this type of demeaning worldly matters.
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We did not meditate on the abode of the Almighty for breaking the cycle of births; we did
not earn religious merit capable of opening the doors of heaven; we did not embrace the
heavy breasts and thighs of women even in our dreams. We are just axes which cut the
garden of mothers’ youth.
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We did not acquire the learning which is proper for a well-behaved person and which
silences the arguments of opponents; we did not acquire fame which reaches the sky by
the sharp edge of our sword capable of piercing the humps of elephants; we did not
drink the juice of delicate sprout-like lips of the beloved; our youth went waste like a
lamp in an empty house.
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We did not acquire blemish-less learning; we did not acquire wealth; we did not serve
our parents with composed mind; even in our dreams we did not embrace beloveds with
broad rolling eyes. We spend our time like crows ardently longing for a morsel from
others.

T JFA SATARERARTAT Ta @ o

A A: gaeun: wAfAfawdr asfa aifaar: |

SelAd T gfdfaa@AT eATdsT

TAETATAEAT [ARTTAACTIRASTH: 11 d-¥¢

3t 287 F FrAT: & ¥ FH HgEET: FR-aRfEr: & 3T eRf-fRvear e,
SaTAH U (39) FIAfQaqH-3TeoA-Gcladl: AP IAe-Aal-AN-TEH: JoF-3aEdT T EH:
/

Those to whom we were born and those who grew with us have just become a memory
although they are all very familiar. Now we are in the same state as that of trees on
sandy banks of rivers which face imminent fall every day.
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Longevity of men is limited to one hundred years; half of it is lost during nights; half of
the remaining half is lost in childhood and old age; the remaining period full of diseases
and grief of separation is spent in service. Where is happiness for human beings in this
life which is as impermanent as water waves?
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A man, like an actor, becomes a boy for some time, becomes a young man relishing
sexual pleasures, becomes penny less for some time and a wealthy person for some
time and finally at the end with a body debilitated by old age and having wrinkles all
over goes behind the screen called the city of Yama.
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(Conversation between an ascetic and a king)
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You are a king, while we are respected having been learned and devoted to our
preceptor, you are famous for your wealth while our fame is spread all over by poets.
Thus there is a lot of disparity between us in matters of respect and wealth. If you
choose to ignore us, we are totally indifferent.
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O king! You rule over wealth, we rule over the domain of meaningful words; you are
brave, we are skilled in administering antidote to the basic quality of arrogance; Wealthy
persons serve you, persons keen to listen to me for destroying the impurity of mind
come to me; if you are indifferent to me | am equally indifferent to you.
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We are here happy with bark garments, you are happy with silken garments, happiness
is same, nothing is special. Let the person whose greed is broad be poor; if one is
mentally happy who is rich or poor?
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Fruit is enough for food, water is enough as a delicious drink, ground is good enough to
sleep on, bark- garments serve for clothing. | have no enthusiasm to suffer improper
conduct of wicked persons whose senses drunk with new wealth are disoriented.
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We eat by begging, the directions are our clothing, we sleep on ground, what have we
to do with the wealthy?
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We are not actors, we are not sensualists, we are not skilled in talking indecently, we
are not women bent with heavy breasts, who are we to wait upon the king?
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This world was created long back by lords of liberal mind, many others possessed it,
several others conquered it and gave away like straw; even here brave people enjoy
fourteen worlds. What is this fever of arrogance for persons in owning a few towns?
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Whereas hundreds of kings have enjoyed this earth without respite, where is the need

for kings to feel esteemed in acquiring it? Stupid land lords who should really feel

disturbed when acquiring a miniscule part of that earth feel happy!
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This whole earth is a mass of mud bordered by water; kings enjoy that by partitioning
through hundreds of battles; they are giving it up or will give up. Are they not lowly and
deprived? Fie be to those worst of persons who seek pennies from such persons.
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He was indeed somebody whose white skull bone Shiva, enemy of cupid, placed on his
head as a decoration. Now what is this excessive fever of incomparable haughtiness of
people while some persons whose minds are inclined towards saving their lives
prostrate to them?
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( Addressing mind for restraint)
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After serving daily to gain the favour of other’s minds why do you get into the agony of
heart? If you are calm within yourself, what is it that the thoughts that arise which act as
the divine gem do not give you?
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Dear mind! Why do you wander in vain? Rest somewhere, what is going to happen will
happen and not other-wise. | enjoy unexpected pleasures forgetting the past and not
thinking of the future.
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O mind! Stop getting into the tiring abyss of sensual matter; quickly take shelter in the
beneficial path which is capable of quelling all the sorrow; look inwardly within yourself ;
leave the state of mobility which is as changing as a wave, do not again get into the
fragile desire of worldly affairs. Be tranquil.
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O Mind! Sweep away delusion; earn love for Siva who has as his crescent gem the half
moon; accept attachment to the banks of river Ganga. What type of trust can you have
in waves, bubbles, lightning, wealth, flame of a fire, snakes and friends?
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O Mind! Never think of unstable Goddess of wealth, never think of the prostitute whose
only business is to dwell on the eye-brows of kings; we shall seek alms which fall into
the vessel held in our hands as we enter the doors of houses wearing rags in the streets
of Varanasi.
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O Mind! There should be music in front, on the sides skilled poets from the South,
behind there should be the jingling of the bangles of ladies holding fans; if these thing
are there enjoy yourself in worldly pleasures, if not enter the state of absolute
meditation.
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Wealth which provides for every type of desires has been obtained, so what? Foot has
been placed on the heads of adversaries, so what? Lovers have been acquired by my
wealth, so what? Bodies of persons are going remain for aeons, so what?
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Devotion to Lord Siva, fear of death and birth in the heart, not being attached to kith and
kin, not having feelings caused by Cupid, inclination to living in lonely forest lands and
detachment; if these are there, where is the need for anything else?
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Therefore meditate on that Brahman which is endless, ever expanding, and never
ageing for which these lordship over earth, pleasures etc. become worthless
consequences. For what purpose are these unreal alternatives?

OTATIATIARIT ATTH AT faorged

fegAvse AT AT A9el |

Hecaa ST faAe HuATHN

HWW@W?}H I 3-bo |

37: HIH! AT9eled HlecdT GIdTelH JTA9IfE, 737 [ased Iifa, fAsAvST HALE,
JHIcH-olleT SEH Aol [AGIH U e o HEFRIA?

O mind! Due to an unsteady delusion, you enter the nether world, jump up the sky and
wander around the earth; how is it that you do not remember the Brahman which is
merged with the self with the help of which you get beatitude?
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What is the use of Vedas, Codes of conduct, elaborate scriptures and restless actions
and rituals whose fruits are heaven, rural residence etc.? What is the use of commercial
activities other than the one which acts as a conflagration at the end of Time destroying
the burden of the grief of worldly affairs and which enables ones entry into the abode of
inner joy.
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Where is the question of (the permanency) of this body which is as unsteady as the
ear-tips of an elephant, when even the richly endowed mountain Meru falls engulfed by
the annihilating Fire, oceans which house sharks and crocodiles dry up and the earth

held firm by the mountains collapses?
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An old man’s body shrinks, his steps become loose, his teeth are lost, eye sight
weakens, deafness increases, saliva oozes out from the mouth, relatives do not respect
him, wife does not serve, even son becomes unfriendly, what a pity!
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Young women keep away in haste from old men, looking at their white hairs and how
old age has defeated those men, just as people keep away from wells filled with
hundreds of bones and used by the low caste people.
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While this body is in good health without any iliness, while the senses have not lost their
sharpness and while longevity is not reduced, much effort has to be put in by a wise
man for the good of his soul. What sort of an action is it to start digging a well when the
house is on fire?
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Shall we live near the river Ganga doing penances? Or, shall we serve in humility
virtuous wives? Or, shall we drink the streams of ambrosia-like various literary works
which act as streams of scripture? We do not know what we should do.
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Dear friend, these kings who are fickle-minded like horses are difficult to serve; but we
with a large desire are determined to attain the great goal; old age takes away this dear
body, death takes away this life; elsewhere in this world there is nothing beneficial other
than penance.
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With respect for oneself fading away, wealth gone to pieces, those seeking help having
gone away, relatives having thinned out, members of family having gone, youth getting
lost slowly, the only thing a wise man could do is to settle down in a bower in a cave of
a big mountain with rocks purified by the waters of river Ganga.
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Pleasant are the moonbeams, pleasant are the grass laden forest interiors; pleasant is
the happy meeting with saints; pleasant are the stories in literary works; pleasant is the
face of the beloved with unsteady drops of tears brought out by feigned anger;
everything is pleasant; but if there is restlessness in mind nothing is pleasant.
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Is not a mansion nice for staying? Is it not nice to listen to music? Or is it not very
pleasing to meet with a beloved? But considering that everything is as temporary as the
unsteady shadow of the flame of a lamp wavering due to the air blown by the wings of a
disoriented moth, the wise have gone to the forest.
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Dear! We, who have been searching this world ever since its beginning have not heard
or seen one who acts as the rope-net which controls the elephant called mind which is
intoxicated with the deep secret desire for the female elephant called the sensual
pleasures.
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| do not know what type of penance results in this type of maturity: care-free wandering,
food without the need to feel humble, living among the virtuous, sacred knowledge with
the sole purpose of mental tranquillity, internally and externally very little wavering.
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Our yearnings have aged and weakened in the heart only, that youth is gone, due to
lack of discerning people good qualities have been in vain, alas, the unforgiving
powerful God of death quickly approaches. Yes, | know, there is no other go than
seeking the feet of Shiva who annihilated the Love God.
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| do not recognize any difference between Mahesvara who is the over lord of all the
worlds and Vishnu who is the inner soul of the worlds. Even then my devotion is to
Shiva with the young moon on his crest.
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When shall we, agitated by the serpent of worldly affairs, reach the state where copious
tears of joy are internally controlled chanting loudly “ shiva, shiva, shiva”, on nights
when all sound has subsided, reclining comfortably somewhere on the sparkling
extensive moon-light-lit sands of the divine river Ganga ?
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After crossing all the worldly affairs remembering the ill effects of the vicissitudes of
destiny and with our hearts full of fresh compassion, when shall we spend nights in a
holy forest lit by the rays of the autumnal full moon taking sole refuge in the thoughts of
the feet of Shiva?
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When shall | spend my days as if they are minutes in the city of Varanasi living on the
banks of Ganga wearing a loin-cloth with hands folded above my head chanting, “ O
Consort of Gauri, the destroyer of Tripura, Shambhu, the three-eyed”?
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Lord! Enemy of Cupid! When will | by, your grace, after bathing in Ganga, worshipping
you with fresh flowers and fruits, meditating on Brahman, who needs to be meditated
upon, on a stone seat in the cave of a mountain, feeling mental tranquillity eating only
fruits listening to the words of the preceptor, shed my grief arising from my service to a
king with Makara marks on his feet ?
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When will | become capable of uprooting my Karma by staying in solitude, without any
desire, calm, with my hands being my begging bow! and shedding my clothes?
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Contemplative ascetics acquire, due to grace of Shiva, an indescribable easily
negotiable way of living by using their hands only as a bowl, feeling satiated by the
naturally clean alms, staying anywhere, feeling the realization of continuous ultimate
bliss and considering all this world as worthless as straw.
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A worn out loin cloth of many pieces, a similar lower garment, state of having no

worries, unasked for alms as food, sleeping in a forest or a cemetery, roaming around
freely without any restraint, mental peace, stability in deep meditation, if these are there
of what use is the suzerainty over the three worlds?
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Can the whole universe which is just a province tempt one who has conquered his
mind? Does the ocean get disturbed by the rolling of a Shaphari fish?
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Mother Lakshmi! Do not aspire for me. There are others under your control who are
fond of sensual pleasures. You are nobody for those who have no desires. Now we
wish to live on things received as alms sanctified in the just-sewn cups made of Palasha
leaves.
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The earth is the large bed; creeper-like shoulders are the broad pillows; sky is the
canopy; this pleasant wind is the fan; the autumnal moon is the lamp; happy with
abstention and lack of contact with women the sage sleeps happily like a king of ample
means.




fRamely STAFETHgIREd: FaIddse: Hel

glATGTe eI ATE fRd: Hiaaaedr ffud: |

regrhTfaefiotads: FFEvTcase LTl

foHTer fRggHia: AAg@EmEdhacyEds: 1 499 |

37 HET-3T9ft STeT-AeF-TS-Ied: Tq-3TIT-dSC: gla-31GTa-[aRFd-HA-faR e
-1 faefivl-adeT: FFITCA-F-3iT81: Al fRgsshia:
AH-GG- T3 17- V-GG E-EYE: HIee] AGEd & |

There stays some ascetic eating on alms, bereft of interaction with people, having
activities totally under his control, busy treading the sage’s path of rejection (of the
wrong) and acceptance (of the good), having for his clothing torn clothes thrown on the
streets (by others), having a seat of rags, devoid of pride and self-esteem, and solely
longing for the joy of tranquillity.
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There go ascetics, neither angry nor happy on their own, while people talk about them
endlessly in different ways, “Is he an out- caste or a Brahmin or a Shudra or a great
ascetic whose mind is soft due to realization of the ultimate truth?”
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Violence-less food obtained without effort, food for serpents created by the creator as
air, cattle are happy lying on the ground nibbling the sprouts of grass. That type of life is
made for those capable of crossing the ocean of worldly life. All qualities culminate in
such a life who seek it.
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What is there to be accomplished in those good days when | am seated in the lotus
posture on a rock of the Himalayas having reached sleep-lke deep meditation through
the practice of meditating on Brahman when old deer rub their bodies against mine
fear-lessly.
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Those blessed people whose hand is the holy vessel, whose food is obtained through
wandering as alms, whose clothing is the vast ten directions, who are inwardly happy
after having accepted the tenet of being detached, having left off hindrances such as
covetousness uproot their Karmas.
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Dear mother Earth!, dear father Wind!, Dear friend Fire!, Dear relative Water! Dear
brother Sky!, | submit my ultimate prostrations. | dissolve in the Brahman after having
got rid of all the effects of delusions by acquiring the clear sparkling Knowledge due to
the good deeds done as a result of my association with you.
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