
1



Pandaboard Guide: Running Android ICS

Jayneil Dalal(jayneil.dalal@gmail.com)

October 25, 2012

Abstract

In this guide, I will describe how to run Android ICS(4.0.4) step by
step. This guide uses ready made binaries hosted on the Texas Instru-
ments Gforge website. This guide targets beginners who are just getting
started on the Pandaboard and want to play around with Android. These
instructions will work for Pandaboard as well as Pandaboard ES. These
binaries are the only one that support all most all the functionalities out
of the box on Pandaboard.

Setup
• I used an Ubuntu 12.04 64 bit machine.

• I used Pandaboard ES for this guide.

• Throughout the entire procedure, you will need to have an active INTER-
NET connection.

Steps
• Download all the six files hosted on the TI Gforge site below:

https://gforge.ti.com/gf/project/panda_binaries/frs/?action=FrsReleaseBrowse&frs_package_id=293

The files are namely:install-binaries-4.0.4.sh, run-me.sh, userdata.tar.bz2,
boot.tar.bz2, system.tar.bz2, linaro-image-tools.tgz.

See the figure below for more details.
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• Install the disk utlity software from the Ubuntu Software Cen-
ter.

• Now, insert your SD card in the card slot on your computer/laptop.

• Make sure that the SD card is not mounted. If it is mounted,
then unmount it using disk utlility as shown in the figure below:
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• Now, identify the correct raw device name (like /dev/sde - not
/dev/sde1). You can do this by opening disk utility in Ubuntu
and clicking on the sd card. You can erase your hard drive with
the wrong parameter.

• Now lets make ’run-me.sh’ script executable and run it by typ-
ing the following in the terminal. The output will give you an
idea on how to use the script as shown in the figure below.
$ chmod a+x rum-me.sh
$ ./run-me.sh
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• Now that we know how to use the script, lets execute it to
prepare the sd card by typing the following command in the
terminal:

$ MMC=/dev/sdb ./run-me.sh

’sdb’ is the raw device which we found earlier .

During the process, you will also be asked to accept the license for graphic
binaries. So, please do accept it. The output should be similar to the one
shown in the figures below:
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• Mount the SD card back using disk utility. There should be a
lot of partitions created on it as shown below:

• Remove the SD card from the device writer and plug it into
the board. If all went well, you should see Android booting up
on the pandaboard as shown below:
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