
State Bills Townhall – Livable California 

August 7, 2021 

Review of Senate Bills 9 and 10 and how to organize to defeat them.  

1660 people registered for this webinar. 
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Comments by Presenters 

We are not trying to stop affordable housing, just feel there’s a diff approach than destroying single-family 
neighborhoods. 

Bills don’t require developers to pay for infrastructure in bills in residential areas.  If they build in community 
corridors, must do so.  

Density does not reduce housing prices.  See Patrick Condon articles. 

Bills override CC&Rs. 

Bills apply to all cities, including charter, as well as county and unincorporated. 

No protection for historical neighborhoods. 

Bills do NOT exclude areas in high-fire zones. 

 

Ads are being targeted to investors, not home buyers. 

No one is being helped except developers.  No affordable housing requirement. 

 

It’s the language in the bill that controls its interpretation.  Some vague language in lot splits. 

Governor can hold bills until after recall. 

Newsom is supportive of more housing, so he needs to be made aware of the problems with the bills. 

 

California Cities for Local Control has over 500 local elected officials. 

 

SB10 doesn’t require height limits. 

SB10 is not mandatory, but penalties may be imposed if not followed.   

AB215 would make cities responsible for production of housing.  Cities don’t have funds to do so.  Can be used to 
force cities to apply SB10.  Can refuse to certify Housing Element and impose fines. 

 

 

ADUs and JAUDs were made ministerial and cities are required to permit.  SB9 and SB10 are an additional layer of 
housing. 

 

Financial and business groups are supporting bills; cities and neighborhoods are not. 

Need to push for state to provide additional resources to build housing. 

There is so much land in commercial areas that can be converted to mixed-income housing.   

Bill for one city to provide land for housing to another city was pushed into 2-year cycle. 

 

Sacramento pushing for dense or denser as a choice, but not single family. 

Want legislature to stop throwing bills at us and meet to look at problem and come up with real solutions. 

 

Need to contact governor and local elected representative (Marc Berman) and senator (. 

See www.unitedneighbors.net for info. 

Also see https://stopsb9.org/ 

 

http://www.unitedneighbors.net/
https://stopsb9.org/


Q & A 

Q: What do you recommend to respond to those who simply accuse us of being NIMBYs.  Here in San Diego, the 
push back has come from a very active YIMBY group who have accused us of simply not wanting to live near poor 
people or worse, being racist. 

A: YIMBY is funded by Facebook, Stripe, Twitter, and Yelp to the tune of $3 million. Turns out it’s way cheaper for 
tech companies to pay activists to get the legislature to get housing for their workers…rather than paying for 
housing themselves. 

----------------------------- 

Q: It seems that that the best way to prevent these bad housing bills is through a statewide ballot proposition.  Has 
there been in movement towards this strategy? 

A: Mayor Bill Brand of Redondo Beach has been working to get ACA7 on the ballot to protect against bills like 
these. 

----------------------------- 

Q: One more point to be made:  That NONE of these housing bills include anything about infrastructure AND 
please, please, please emphasize that SCHOOLS are considered an "insignificant" impact - so guess who gets to 
make up for overcrowded schools, and pay for them?  Like, duh, NOT the developers/speculators!  I am a retired 
teacher, and I think MANY parents across the state should know that their kids' education is NOT a priority for ANY 
of these housing bills!  The property owners will end up having to pay for that through their property taxes! 

A: Elizabeth - that is a great question! Schools are key and are not considered in the impacts of these bills, but they 
will absolutely be impacted. This is but one of the issues with punting ‘infrastructure’ down to the communities, and 
not accounting for it in the legislation. 

----------------------------- 

Q: Former San Diego Mayor Faulconer said on Wednesday night that he opposes these bills and would veto them 
if he was elected governor.  How can we get all the candidates for governor (including Newsom) to go on the record 
before we get our recall ballots in the mail? 

A: These bills absolutely play in the pending Recall Election. We welcome you to host a Townhall for all the 
candidates to speak to this issue. You could also design a questionnaire for them, and publish the results. 

----------------------------- 

Q: Where does the California Association of Realtors stand on this? Are there any large organizations that lobby for 
our neighborhoods ? 

A: California Association of Realtors is FOR these bills. 

----------------------------- 

Q: Would CC&R’s be overriden by SB10 and 9? My borther-in-law seems to believe he will be protected in a CC & 
R community?  How about gated communities? 

A: According to Dan Carrigg, CC&Rs are going to be overridden by these bills, and then will be litigated. 

----------------------------- 

Q: EVEN the Sierra Club is supporting SB 9 and I have tried to talk them into opposing SB 9. How to deal with that? 

A: We are surprised more environmental groups have not come out against SB 9 and 10. The Environmental 
Defense Center has come out publicly against the bills. 

----------------------------- 

Q: Was it SB6 and SB15 that you prefer so that vacant commercial lots and closed hotels can provide more 
affordable housing? Thank you. 

A: Yes, SB6 and 15 offer good tools to create affordable housing in vacant retail and office space. 

 


