2010 GenerAsian NeXt Youth Leadership Conference
History and Mission of Asian American Community Services 

Asian American Community Services (AACS) is a non-profit, community-based organization that has been serving the diverse and ever-changing needs of the Asian community in Central Ohio since 1976.  The mission of AACS is to improve the overall well-being and quality of life of Asian Americans in Central Ohio, by providing social services and empowering Asians through education and training.  AACS currently provides four comprehensive services; Healthcare and Prevention Services, Community Development, Interpretation and Translation Services, and Youth and Family Services.  AACS is the only nonprofit agency in Central Ohio that provides culturally appropriate services for Asian Americans. 
Summary

Asian American Community Services hosts a youth leadership conference every year targeting Asian-American youth statewide between the ages of 13-18 years old.  This year’s GenerAsian NeXt Youth Leadership Conference will be held in August.  The 2010 GenerAsian NeXt Youth Leadership Conference is designed to empower Asian-American youth in Ohio as leaders through community service and violence prevention education.  The goal of the statewide conference to be organized jointly by Youth and Advisory Board Councils is to foster leadership skills within Asian American/minority youth, particularly at-risk immigrants, by providing tools to be positive role models in their community and careers. Focused around the theme of violence prevention, the conference aims for youth to discuss, educate and outreach as leaders on violence issues in schools, families and communities including bullying, dating violence, peer pressure, domestic violence, cyber abuse and hate crime.  AACS greatly appreciates funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Rape Prevention and Education Grant through the Ohio Department of Health and co-sponsorship with The Ohio State University’s College of Social Work.
With its success and high satisfaction in meeting the needs of minority youth and the community, GenerAsian NeXt Youth Leadership Conference has been an annual event since 2001, and has attracted nearly 200 youth every year.
Logistics

Date: Saturday, August 2010 (date to be determined)
Location: The Ohio State University

Time: 8:30am – 6:00pm 

Expected number of participants: 150-200 students, parents and providers as well as 20 agencies invited for a career and college development fair 
Conference Theme
“Asian-American Teens Stand Up to Violence”

The 2010 youth conference theme is serving and leading the community through violence prevention.  With interactive breakout sessions and renowned leaders in violence prevention including youth as keynote speakers, this conference is open to youth from 6th-12th grade from any race/ethnicity background.  Breakout sessions will each focus on a different violence issue (cyber abuse, gang violence, hate crime, peer pressure, and dating violence) in different formats from youth debates to established teen prevention groups like Youth to Youth International and Prevent Assault and Violence Education.  Workshops for parents and providers including school counselors, educators and social workers will be included as well.  A career and college development fair showcasing 20 professional organizations, agencies and universities throughout the day will enable youth to access information and resources on fields of their interest in making an impact of violence prevention in their careers.  Awarded to the student who has demonstrated strong leadership and commitment to community service, a scholarship will also be presented to a high school senior entering college in the fall.  We expect presenters and participants to unite together as we explore how understanding the impact of violence will better serve our community and foster our youth into successful leaders in the larger society.
GenerAsian NeXt Youth Conference Schedule
Tentative Schedule
8:30-9:00         
Registration and breakfast 
9:00-9:30         
Welcome and introduction       
Youth performance and presentation (Asian American Teens Stand Up students with Prevent Against Violence Education students at Mental Health America of Licking County)
9:30-9:45            
Break
9:45-10:45          
BREAKOUT SESSION #1:
Four youth breakout workshops on different violence issues: School and Community, Family and Relationships, Media, and Tolerance
Parent workshop: College Financial Planning
Providers workshops on recommended practices to serve Asian-American youth and families            
10:45-11:00       Break
11:00-11:15        Adult speaker to introduce Katie Simon
11:15-12:00        Katie Simon will speak representing Minga as keynote speaker                 
12:00-1:30          Lunch and career fair 
12:00-1:30          Speakers, panelists, volunteers, service providers, and parents will participate in a side workshop to discuss systemic solutions toward violence prevention over lunch
1:30-3:00            BREAKOUT SESSION #2
Four breakout workshops for teens and providers (providers will visit the workshops of their choosing): each workshop will focus on how to apply the knowledge they gained in their careers and lives to be leaders in preventing violence in the community; invite organizations and community leaders as panel discussants and facilitators of workshop activities:  School and Community, Family and Relationships, Media, and Tolerance.  
Parent workshop: Communicating with Your Children
3:00-3:45         Workshop presentations                  
3:45-4:30         Awards/gifts ceremony and wrap-up
4:30-6:00         Social, door prizes for providers and participants, and refreshments       
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