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01 20 Headlines:
Low frequency electromagnetic fields around very high voltage power lines and 
health problems among farm animals.
It's a first: with its recent verdict the civil court has brought a judgement against the 
company that runs the distribution network of very high voltage power lines across 
France.
For the first time the courts have established that there is a link between the effects 
of electromagnetic radiation from a very high tension line and the onset of disease 
among animals.

01 36
On 14 November 2008 the Civil Court of Tulle in France sentenced the management 
of the national electricity distribution network (RTE) to pay compensation of almost 
400,000 euros to cattle farmers.
By this decision the Court has for the first time established that there is a direct and 
definite link between the effects of the electromagnetic field surrounding a very high 
tension power line and the onset of disease among animals.

02 03 Male presenter:
In today's headlines, this legal victory for the farmers from central France who took to 
court the directors of the company in charge of very high voltage power lines in 
France, because according to them these lines have caused the poor health and the 
death of a number of their cows.
The Court has found in their favour. The farmers are due to receive almost 400,000 
euros for the prejudice suffered, but the company is planning to appeal against this 
sentence. Julie Caballe and Jean-Sébastien Tingaud report.

02 25 Woman journalist:
For the first time a judge in a civil court has determined that there is link between the 
high death rate among farm animals and the radiation from the electromagnetic field 
created by high-tension lines. The French company in charge of the national 
electricity distribution network has just been sentenced by the Civil Court in Tulle to 
pay 390,000 euros to a farming family for material and economic prejudice, a ground-
breaking case that should create a legal precedent.
This is what the lawyer acting for the farmers has to say: 

02 44 Male lawyer:
This case has been a real obstacle course for these farmers. Many people say that 
the damaging effects caused by electromagnetic fields are a scientific reality. Today 
we have an important document, an official judgment declaring that it is also a legal 
reality.  

03 03 Woman journalist:
The Marcouyoux family are farmers who had to give up raising pigs because the 
piggery was directly under the high voltage line. Now it is the cows that have to 
endure being close to it.
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03 11 Male farmer:
We've got land of 20 hectares, that's almost 50 acres, where we can no longer put 
the cows to graze because they've got all sorts of symptoms - I mean, right away 
they get breathing problems, bleeding problems, digestive problems, swellings, 
problems with their udders, in fact all the symptoms of disease that you come across 
in animals. You could say that at the moment the animals are in the direct firing line 
from the high-voltage cables.
  
03 33 Woman journalist:
And if animals are made sick by the radiation from electromagnetic fields it seems 
that people also start showing symptoms of disease. Let's listen to another farmer:

03 38 Another male farmer:
"My wife has become deaf and so have I, you can't say that's normal. And we know 
that in the town of Coutiches in the north where there's a very high voltage line, 
people there have got hearing problems too. That's how I see it."

03 48 Woman journalist:
In any case it's a first round to the farmers, because the directors of the energy 
distribution company are contesting this verdict from the Civil Court in Tulle and are 
going to lodge an appeal against it in the coming days.

03 55 Male presenter:
Next-up organisation will be following the next steps in this important case, which for 
the first time recognises the direct and definite link between the radiation of low-
frequency (50 Hertz) electromagnetic fields, and pathological symptoms and an 
increased death rate among farm animals.


