
OBSERVATORY NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  (ONW) 
Minutes of the monthly meeting held on 8 June 2017 at the Touch of Madness Restaurant at 18:00 
 
Present: Steve Killick (Chair), Howard Richman, Jesse Breytenbach, Frank Schuitemaker, Tom Everett, 
Francoise vdb brand, Mark Neville, Hazel Bowen (Minute Secretary) 
Apologies:  Graham Porter, Jason Hill, Nodi Murphy, Rabie de Vos 

1. Welcome 
Francoise was welcomed as a new member and home owner in Observatory. 

 
2. Minutes of the last meeting: 
Had been circulated/put up as a google document. 

3. Matters Arising: 
3.1  Communication Strategy 
Mike was not present but it had been decided to wait until the visioning workshop had taken place. 

MIKE 
3.2  Visioning strategy   
This workshop had taken place on 30 May. There had been a good turnout with much discussion in small 
groups.  The facilitators were to meet on the following Monday to strategize how best to take the action plans 
forward.  These plans would be brought to the group so that those who had offered help could become 
involved. (Graham, Jesse, Howard, Mike, Frank, Janine, Owen, Hudson, Steve, Eden, Nodi)    STEVE/ALL 

 
3.3  Website  
Steve reported that Craig had, after the meeting, indicated that he would prefer not become involved in the 
website upgrade.  Some discussion took place as to whether the website was user friendly enough for the 
committee members to update as required.  The visioning strategy would provide material. This matter is to 
link back to the communication strategy.          ALL 
 
3.4  CPF Woodstock Subforum Sector 1 
The main problem had been with the SAPS Woodstock Management.  The CPFs are a constitutional 
requirement for each precinct so some action will have to be taken by SAPS.  

There will be a joint operation on Friday evening at 8 pm at the Woodstock Station. ONW is invited to call in 
any problems and to request patrol groups.         

4. Ward Council Meetings 
Mark reported on these meetings which are a good opportunity for the community to raise issues and have 
them formally minuted to be taken forward within council structure.  It was interesting to note that many 
wards have the same issues.  Issues Observatory raised – fencing for the swimming pool and for the railway 
line, cameras and CCTV (these are to be in the July budget), street lighting – Paddy is looking to use the 
discretionary funds for this. Tauriq attends the meeting as well, representing the OCA.     MARK 
 
5.Crime Statistics/Trends 
5.1 Statistics 
The monthly crime statistics has been available through google groups and the database/mailing list.  There is 
concern that as this is available to all, the information could also be being accessed by criminal elements.  It is 
proposed that merely a map/brief report will be uploaded and anyone wanting more information will be 
encouraged to join the ONW.  The process of joining was then discussed (are photographs required; how does 
the provision of an ID number gain police clearance, etc.  It was noted that some people do not want to join 
because they are unsure of the security of their information especially on the database.  Also suggested was 
the creation of a new group “Friends of ONW” for those interested but not keen to become full members. 
Obs Public Crime Map        tinyurl.com/ObsPublicCrimeMap   ;     Obsnw@googlegroups.com 

          FRANK/STEVE 
 

 

 

http://tinyurl.com/ObsPublicCrimeMap
mailto:Obsnw@googlegroups.com


5.2 DOCS Registration  

ONW was registered with the CoCT but not with DOCS.  The process of registering with DOCS is onerous. 

Added to this our documents were lost.  These were never resubmitted.  However, funding is available through 

them so perhaps this should be reconsidered.  Funding from CoCT had come in the provision of 6 bibs – more 

were to come.           

           STEVE 

 

5.3  Crime Trends 

5.3.1   Taxis 

It was highlighted that taxis are increasingly driving through Obs – even going the wrong way in one way 

streets.  Paddy has taken this up with the Metro Police.  However, law enforcement takes place only during the 

day but we require this on Wednesdays/Fridays in the evening and during rush hours. 

There was also concern about Uber taxis stopping right outside venues but which causes traffic flow problems. 

It is difficult to find someone to whom this issue can be raised because of the Uber system – Hazel mentioned 

that she had heard someone in charge being interviewed on Cape Talk radio so perhaps the radio station 

would have a contact number. Hazel also mentioned that both Elite and Excite Taxis “take over” much of 

central Obs and parking (outside of their designated areas).        FRANK/STEVE/PADDY 

 

5.3.2 Business Premises 
There have been many reports of bags/phones being taken from people in restaurants.  Often the thieves 
come in and sit down as “a family”; patrons and staff therefore are not on their guard.  Shoplifting and 
problems at the ATMs have also been reported. 
 
It was hoped that the Business Forum would become stronger and more proactive.  Ferdinando’s is keen to co-
operate and has stills taken from their CCTV.         STEVE/FRANK/BUSINESS FORUM/OCA/OBSID 
 
5.3.3 Vehicles/Robberies 
In the past three days, vehicles had again been targeted.  There have been reports of an unmarked silver Polo 
seen around Obs where incidences have occurred.  However, there are also a number of rumors circulating 
about a young woman nearly being dragged into a vehicle matching this description. 
A possible modus was reported as number plates are removed and then a car chases after the driver to 
“return” the plates.  These rumors have not been verified.  
 
6.  Platform 
Graham was ill with pneumonia so we do not know which radios have been provided. Tom mentioned that 

they had not received one.  Radio Protocol was also mentioned – Graham has this which should be circulated 

as more discipline is required.  It was suggested that some training also be provided (perhaps in sound clips?). 

           GRAHAM 

 
7.  Involvement in ONW 
The new member, Francoise, asked how she could become actively involved. The first step is to be linked to a 
street group (whatsapp). Informal Patrols can be held on Wednesdays and Fridays (radio/torch).  Large patrols 
used to be conducted but when the SAPS people caused delays, ONW members lost interest.  The Sector 
Manager of SAPS is very keen to again link with ONW (she had been under the impression that the patrols only 
happened on the weekends).  As Francoise lives near Jesse it was suggested that they link up, obtain a radio 
and work together.           
 
8.  General 
8.1  The online application form works well but there needs to be an automatic link from Form 1 to Form 2 
(not optional as is currently).   
8.2  It is preferred that donations are paid electronically into the ONW bank account. Frank mentioned that he 
had received R100 in cash which needs to be paid into the Standard Bank Account. 



8.3  Obsid had provided feedback as to the escort service  station next to Rawsons on Lower Main Road where 
a safety officer will be available to escort people home. The buddy bus concept is also being put into 
operation.  It needed to be confirmed whether this is already in operation. It was also suggested that a safety 
officer could be at the subway at certain times.            FRANK/HUDSON 
 

Next ONW meeting will be held on 13 July 2017  at 18:00, at A Touch of Madness.                           

The meeting ended at 19.00. 
 
 
CHAIR   _________________________________              DATE______________________________ 


