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 בס"ד 

 

 

 

  

the mountaintop, in the midst of one of the holiest towns in Eretz  

Yisrael, a simple little house stands overlooked by a massive swaying 

pine tree.  Furiously, the winter storm blasted and howled when unexpectedly a 

bright light flashed - a deadly bolt from Shamayim struck.  Splin-

tering the tree’s glory and strength downward from its very tip-

top to its huge lower branches, the roots underneath quivered 

as this tree in its prime now burst into flames! 

  Long ago, this fallen tree, now just a log, was cut and sawed 

into firewood and packed away — but other remnants of that 

night remain.  In the denseness of night, a most brilliant of 

lights now hovers over this humblest of homes. 

  For the thousandth time the lady of this home has awakened 

and a soft foot slides down onto the floor and then another.  

Gently she pads across the floor, listening to the beeping as she 

comes into the living room.  Her husband seems to be sleeping 

peacefully, his face has good color, he’s not biting his tongue, 

the numbers on the machines look good, and thank G-d the 

night worker seems to be well awake. 

  In the morning, the routine this wife has uniquely designed for her husband will 

continue anew.  Her husband suffers from the advanced stages of ALS.  A mas-

sive force of workers, volunteers, and friends have been mobilized to meet this 

one man’s needs.  Exercise times are scheduled throughout the day, and periodi-

cally he is moved in and out of his wheelchair.  A lady comes each day to prepare 

nutritious meals and puree it with mega does of vitamins, to be fed through his 

stomach tube.  Friends will again come to put his tefillin on and learn with him. 

  His eishes chayil continuously tries to deeply feel and understand her husband’s 

horrific challenges of being totally paralyzed and ventilated, and no longer able 

to communicate.  One wonders who is suffering the most — this relatively young 

man, almost totally helpless, who can’t convey even his slightest need?  Or his 

soul-mate’s dilemma of being so tormented at times that he might be suffering 

even  minutely in the smallest of ways, such as an itch, a cramp or an uncomfort-

able  position, and she has no way to know to alleviate his discomfort?   
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Encountering a passerby on the street who asked how his father was doing, a son replied, “My parents are 

a kapara for all of Klal Yisrael!” 

 It must have been about 10:30 P.M. when I arrived at the shiva house.  Esti had just lost her mother three days previ-

ously.  She began to explain her juggling act: “We got a p’sak from a Gadol that when I go to visit my        husband 

each day in the hospital I have to dress up normally for him because he was so close to my 

mother.  We aren't to let him have an inkling of what happened.” 

             It was so hard to believe how quickly this relatively young active man had    declined so 

swiftly as the ALS ravished his body.  Today he had come home from the hospital and has 

found that his wife seemed to be disappearing a lot.  A child entered.  Tati wants you to 

come.  He’s very anxious.”  Esti explained, “His eyes dart back and forth when he is anxiety-ridden.” Quite later, she 

returned and gave us an up-dated verdict of the Gadol             HaDor.  Under the circumstances with the situation your 

husband is in — “Stop sitting shiva.”  

 “I know my mother,” she added.  “She wouldn’t have wanted me to neglect my husband to sit shiva for her.” 

  Sensitivity seems to be her forte in this never-ending precarious situation.  As her husband in the beginning of his 

illness was able to laboriously spell words with his eyes, he often spelled the same phrases over and over, such as “Ain 

ode milvado”, “Thank you very much”, “I appreciate everything you are doing!” etc.  Once when one 

of his caretakers saw him beginning one of his phrases, he finished the sentence for him and then took 

off.  Esti called him back and told him, “It’s very important that you wait to let him express his whole 

thought.” 

  Most amazingly, I once witnessed one of the children take a phone call and ask his mother, “Our 

brother wants to know if you want to make the shalom zachor at our house this Shabbos?”  So easy it 

would be to relegate this non-verbal shadow of a husband and father to an ignored corner of their 

life.  I was stunned as Esti walked over to her husband and asked, “Zvi, do you want to have 

the shalom zachor at our house?  If yes, move your eyes to the right.  If no look to the left.”  She repeated her direc-

tions again and then said, “So I see you want to think about it — I’ll ask you again in 1/2 an hour.” 

  When I asked her how the family was coping with their feelings she responded, “From the start, we had given our 

children the understanding that it is permissible to voice their feelings, yet need to allow others their feelings, even if 

it is not their own.  But not in a way that could worry or frighten my husband, but in another corner or room.  Besides 

that, we told the kids that we expect everyone to carry on with their daily lives, be successful in school, marry, and 

choose to live life as normally as possibly.  That was together with us all developing into a team of dedicated family 

members, loving and living with Tati as lively as possible.  Under incredible duress, my children are doing as they were 

told!  We have learned that our feelings are important as a tool to be alive, but not as a tool to hurt others or our-

selves.  We cry sometimes, we yell sometimes, we cringe sometimes, but most of the time we are leading happy lives.  

We protect each other when one of us is blue, we swoop in to take over when someone breaks down, we laugh, make 

silly jokes, discuss, solve problems and most of the time, we are like all families.” 

  She also shared that people stop her on the street and thank her.  “You and your husband’s example have helped 

our shalom bayis!”  Incredible, he can’t give her one iota, yes she lives with zero expectations — no way are they argu-

ing over how to squeeze the toothpaste or who’s going to carry out the garbage.  She has to do it all!   

I wonder if it’s the unconditional giving that makes this bonding experience so strong.  So 

timidly, I ask. “Yes, she nods.  Zvi wrote me many beautiful things once he could no longer 

speak, and we both are closer knowing we are in this sickness together.” 
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Is a ger liable for transgressions he committed as a 

non-Jew? 

He is exempt only from those transgres-

sions between him and his Creator, and 

those transgressions done to a non-Jew. 

However, if the victim was a Jew, he is still 

liable. Of course, in regards to repentance, 

a ger is advised to include even those trans-

gressions for which he is not liable.1 

Can a ger act as a witness in beis din? 

Yes.2 

Can a ger light Chanukah candles with a bracha? 

Yes; if he prefers, he can say “Who has per-

formed miracles for Israel” in place of “Who 

has performed miracles for our forefa-

thers”.3 

 

1. Sanhedrin 71b, according to the Tosafos (ibid. ‘ben noach’) specifi-
cally in regards to the punishment by beis din is a ger exempt. How-
ever in regards to the Heavenly Tribunal, there is a dispute amongst 
the Sages in Yevamos (48b). Rambam (chapter 10 of hilchos Mala-
chim, halacha 4), Shu”t Bais Yaakov (shailah 3), Birkai Yosef 
(Choshen Mishpat siman 34, ois 28), Sh’uray Bracha (Yoreh Deah 
siman 269, seif katan 1), Shu”t Shavus Yaakov (chelek 1, siman 177) 

 
2. The poskim discuss in regards to the transgressions performed before 
the ger’s conversion, if they disqualify the ger from testifying before he 
repents.  
Shu”t Bais Yaakov (shailah 3), Birkai Yosef (Choshen Mishpat siman 34, ois 
28), Sh’uray Bracha (Yoreh Deah siman 269, seif katan 1), Shu”t Shavus 
Yaakov (chelek 1, siman 177) 
 
3. Elyah Raba (siman 676, seif katan 2), Mishnah B’rurah (siman 675, seif 
katan 14) 
The Pri Megadim (siman 676, Ashel Avrahom seif katan 5) does point out 
that extending the concept of Avrahom Avinu being the forefather of the 
gerim to the forefathers during the time of the Second Temple as forefa-
thers of the gerim, requires explanation.  

     

    The miracle of Chanukah we all understand comes 

from the last crucible of oil that was found in the Beis 

Hamikdash with the stamp of the Kohen Gadol that 

lasted for 8 days. The most powerful army at that 

time, the mighty Greeks were defeated from a very 

unlikely source, the Chashmonaim. Was it really in 

their hands to defeat The world power with no prior 

experience in warfare? Was that just wishful thinking 

or had they been killed would it have been consid-

ered suicide? 

 

   The answer is that their faith was so strong and     

motives were l'sheim shamayim that G-d helped 

them in this seemingly uneven battle. In our own 

lives, secular society is just an offshoot of the Greeks 

and their world outlook. Through the worship of the 

body, moral relativism, entertainment and sports, 

the Greek world can have a negative influence on us 

unless we know how to properly use it and harness 

it. 

 

   The purpose of life is to draw close to G-d through 

the mitzvos and constantly working on elevating our-

selves spirituality. When we give in to our desires 

and let the outside affect us, our souls become sul-

lied and it is much more difficult to continue on our 

path to spiritual excellence. Through dedication and 

perseverance, we can succeed by not letting our fail-

ures get us down. The reason is because if we live in 

the past, then we have no future.  

 

   We are in control of how we look at the world and 

how we are going to influence it rather than it influ-

ence us! 
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In the offices of the Jewish Community Council of Montreal, quiet transformations take place. Here, prospective 

converts attend the weekly classes of the JCC’s Montreal Jewish Conversion program to learn what it means to be a 

Torah Jew. 

The French and English speaking teachers educate their students about Jewish law (halacha) and Jewish thought            

(hashkafa), but “the conversion program is much larger than a classroom experience” stresses Rebb. Esther 

Hochstadter, senior teacher at the program. Rather, “it’s experiential.” 

The curriculum requires each prospective convert to have “sponsoring families” who host them regularly for Shabbos 

meals and festivals (chagim) throughout the Jewish calendar. Indeed, many converts point back to these Shabbat table 

experiences as the single most powerful factor that propelled them on their journey to Judaism. 

Yearly Shabbatons in the Laurentian mountains, Chanuka parties, and Purim meals (seudot) at teachers’ homes are 

opportunities for the prospective converts to meet successful “graduates” of the program and hear details about their 

integration into Orthodox Jewish communities. 

The program’s holistic approach to conversion includes a mental health aspect as well. The Jewish Community Council 

partnered with noted California psychologist Rabbi Dr. David Fox who formulated a conversion readiness assessment 

to ensure that prospective converts are emotionally stable and are approaching Judaism with a solid motivation. 

The program’s three dayanim meet the students every few months throughout the program to ascertain their level of 

knowledge and sincerity to convert. 

Sincerity is difficult to ascertain. Rebb. Hochstadter challenges her students with this question: “you have seven No-

aachide laws- your ticket to heaven. Why would you want 613 commandments?”  

A class of fifteen prospective converts can get whittled down during the 2+ years of education, but the aim in an au-

thentic conversion program is quality, not quantity. 

Indeed, the nachas that these geirei tzedek give to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, the teachers who invested so much effort into 

them, and to their sponsoring families, is immense.  

“My students become family,” she says. “When I go to Israel, I visit my former students regularly and remain connect-

ed to them throughout the year via WhatsApp. We remain connected through Torah, which was our original bond, via 

Zoom classes. I marvel at the homes they’re building and the ways in which they’re gainfully contributing to the Jewish 

community, oftentimes in Israel.”  

While some graduates of the Montreal Conversion Program stay on in Montreal, many others move on to Jewish com-

munities the world over. 

In recent years, several graduates of the program have moved from Montreal to the Northern Israeli town of Yavni’el, 

which has a large community of converts, and two geirei tzedek from Montreal’s program are among the leaders of 

this community.  

 A prominent Rabbi in Yavni’el once told the Rebbetzin. “It seems that in Montreal, your efforts towards continuity and 

integration have been a source of your great success,” he observed. His sentiments were echoed by the many commu-

nity leaders who have noted that the converts from the Montreal program are some of the most well-prepared, well-

connected, and actively contributing converts they have ever met. 

 The Montreal Jewish Conversion program fulfills that mission by ensuring that new members of the Jewish faith are 

authentic and well- prepared to live a life of Torah and mitzvot as contributing members of their respective Jewish 

communities. 
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Based on “It’s All in Your Mind” by Rabbanit Sara Yosef.  

 

The Holy Zohar teaches that before each person was born, he was shown a vision, like a movie, of the events of the 

life he would live including every aspect of his soul that needs Tikun, rectification. This becomes the mission his soul 

needs to complete on this world.  

The soul then chooses all the life circumstances it will be placed in, as tools to help it achieve the goal of Tikun.  

This is like “packing a suitcase” with everything the soul will need to accomplish its mission here on earth.                  

Each of us, when we “packed our suitcase”, knew that the things we chose were exactly what we would need during 

our journey through this world—no more and no less.                                               

 

Now look a bit deeper inside the suitcase, and you will discover that it also includes all the people in our lives.  Many 

people think that if it wouldn't be for their spouse, their parents, their family— or person XYZ— their lives would be 

much better than they are now. They believe that certain choices they made caused their lack of success and they 

blame their spouse, their employer—or any number of people with whom they're forced to share their lives, success-

es and failures.                  

 

But the truth is, that each soul chooses who will be its parents, siblings, friends and neighbors, spouse, children—and 

everyone it will ever meet over the course of its life, and the path it will need to follow in order to achieve its Tikun.  

All of the people were chosen for this purpose.  

 

Before we blame our failures on others, let's remember that we were the ones who chose all of 

this— and them— before we were born... and even if we were given the opportunity to choose 

again, we would end up choosing exactly the same circumstances and people once again, to ac-

company us on our journey. 

 

Before the soul came down to this world it willingly signed a “Life Contract” that includes everything that will happen 

to it and the choice of people who will be part of its life. The soul will need them. They will be its helpers, enabling it to 

rectify any errors it made in a past lifetime. At the time it signed, the soul was absolutely certain that this was the best 

possible plan, and it had no doubts whatsoever. No soul comes down to earth without signing this contract. 

 

One reason why souls come back down to earth is to pay back monetary debts incurred in a previous life. If someone 

discovers he has paid too much money for something, and it’s not possible to get his money back, he should realize 

that the extra money he lost was perhaps money he owed the other person from a debt in his past life.                            

                            



  

 6 

 

In the same way, souls are also sent down to this 

world to rectify situations between themselves and 

others, that are still unresolved from a previous life-

time.   In life there are many ups and downs in rela-

tionships with family, friends, neighbors, and co-

workers. It could be that these situations were a 

problem in a previous life and have been placed be-

fore us by Hashem to test how we will react now, in 

this lifetime. If we hurt someone or caused a prob-

lem previously, will we do better this time? We are 

constantly being tested with this.                                   

                

So what can we do?  

We must start by acting with tolerance toward peo-

ple, instead of judgement.  

Simply being aware of the possibility that every situ-

ation that has been placed before us, is for the pur-

pose of rectification, can help a person control his 

reaction to difficult situations that arise. It becomes 

easier to diffuse feelings of anger and frustration, 

and let go of grudges and hurt inflicted by others.      

                  

 

We must understand that the one who has caused 

the hurt is nothing more than an agent Hashem has 

sent to repair something our soul needed to fix. 

Through forgiveness and letting go of grudges and 

bad feelings, we can help ourselves immensely to 

move forward towards a better, more peaceful life.  

 

May Hashem help us to work on these things, so 

that we will soon see the rectification of all the souls 

of Am Yisrael and the Final Redemption, May it be 

soon! 

 

 

here is a recent story going around of a fam-

ily of converts who moved to a Jewish com-

munity full of hope to integrate into their chosen 

community. 

What a shock when they were told by the principal 

that the local Jewish school would not accept their 

children! 

As normal with gerim, they had no track record, or 

a board affiliated Zaidy to plead their case.   

But as Yiddisher mama’s have done down through 

the ages, this mother arose… 

She overrode the board, ignored the hard facts 

against her, spent no time seeking pity parties, or 

stacking up mountains of phones numbers and pa-

pers, but poured her tears and made her case at 

lich benching after she lit her Shabbos Candles… 

“Ribono Shel Olam, I’ve come to the Jewish people 

for my children to learn Torah… the doors are 

closed… it can’t be that you will forsake us… help 

my  children get into school and her eyes streamed 

the hot tears as only of a mama can in the deepest 

of pain… 

Motzee Shabbos, the phone rang, quick to the 

point the principal said, “We have changed our 

minds and we are letting all of your children in.” 

“Baruch Hashem this is such good news!  So what 

made you change your mind?” 

“Last night my Mother came to me in a dream and 

said” ‘If you don’t let this family of converts into 

your school, next week you are going to join me in 

Shomayim (heaven)’”…  

 

 



  

 7 

 

On Chanuka we are commanded to light our menorah for 8 nights, which we all do diligently.  

I would like to focus on the power of our eyes and the suggestion of our Sages to gaze at these holy lights.  What is so 

unique about these Chanuaka lights? The Baal Rokeach (Eliezer Klonymous) teaches that at the time of creation, there 

was a supernal, exquisite light that filled the world for 12 hours. After Adam sinned, Hashem wanted to conceal this 

light.  Shabbat,  petitioned Hashem to allow this light to remain another 24 hours during (kabayachol- as it were)  כביכול

Shabbat. So, 12 plus 24 equals 36, which equals the number of candles that we light during the festival of Chanuka.  

This light of Chanuka is referred to as the ”Ohr Haganuz“, or “hidden light”. 

  Our Sages teach that each night as we gaze at our holy candles, we are receiving an aspect of this “Ohr Haganuz”. It’s 

a time of introspection and prayer and hope. The complete revelation of this light will be revealed with the coming of  

Mashiach .  While gazing at these candles, we are commissioned to focus on the the intense love that Hashem has for 

each and every one of his children. We must focus on the miracles that Hashem performed for us as a nation collec-

tively, while introspecting upon the personal miracles that we have been blessed with individually in our daily lives. 

What is unique about eyes?  Eyes have been referred to as the “window to our soul”. The Hebrew word for eyes is 

 When we look into our  .(mayaan—a deep well) מעיין einayim which has the same root in Hebrew as the word״עיניים״

friend’s eyes and focus deeply and with sensitivity, we can discern hidden emotions.  Eyes can be smiling, warm and 

welcoming— or cruel, distant, or sad. When we are in a room filled with people, we can feel when someone’s eyes are 

upon us, even amongst the crowd.  Eyes retain their sparkle, they don't age like other parts of the body—(not to men-

tion possible wrinkles ). 

Where in our Torah can we learn a deep lesson with regard to eyes? Leah Imeinu is described as having had “weepy“ 

eyes (as loosely translated into English). This is not a derogatory statement, according to Chazal, who teach us that 

Leah cried bitterly because she refused to accept her fate of being slated to marry Eisav, and petioned  Hashem contin-

uously to be spared this fate.  Leah refused to accept this reality and in the process, taught us how to pray with convic-

tion. 

What is the connection between Leah and Chanuka? Lets examine the numerical value (gematria )of the name 

Leah. The letter Lamed  (ל)is 30; the letter Alef  (א)is one; the letter Hei  (ה)equals 5 .... all for a total of 36!  Leah shows 

us how to use the Chanuka candles to their maximum! Daven/pray, beg, and beseech Hashem, at candle lighting time 

while we gaze at the light.  Leah’s refusal to accept her reality parallels the Maccabees, who refused to be deterred by 

the bare facts:  They were totally and utterly outnumbered by the Greek Assyrians, and most of the Jews at that time 

had become “Hellenized” and had little interest in joining their cause. 

Despite all this, and despite the fact that the Jews had defiled themselves by connecting to the impure ways of the 

Greeks, they were still referred to as בניך (banecha—your sons)!  As is writtten in the prayer of “הניסים על ” (Al ha 

Nissim ).... ”.... בניך באו כך ואחר and after [the Bais hamikdash had been defiled] we the sons of Hashem returned and 

purified the Temple. No matter how much had been desecrated, both physically and spiritually, we could purify and be 

purified. We always remained the “Sons of Hashem”!  

This is the most optimistic message of Chanuka, as Rabbi Moshe Weinberger so eloquently explains. 

 



  

 8 

 

Chanuka, the last festival ordained by the Rabbis just prior 

to our going into Exile, is the festival that brings hope and 

light into our lives.  Rabbi Ezriel Tauber said many years ago 

that Chanuka is our time in the year to “rekindle ourselves”. 

How? We are all light bulbs, and the higher the voltage that 

we are plugged into, the more light we can shine!! 

What is a Jew’s source of voltage? 

Torah, mitzvot, maasim tovim (good deeds) and chesed 

(kindness). 

I would like to share a few thoughts from Rebbe Nosson, 

the famous scribe of Rebbe Nachman of Breslov. The first 

verse in last week’s Parshat Vayeishev, begins:  

אביו  מגוריי בארץ  יעקב וישב “Vayeshev Yaakov b’aretz megurei 

Aviv” (and Yaakov lived in the land where his Forefathers 

sojourned).  The world מגורי (megurei) comes from the same 

root as the word geirim-converts. Yaakov was busy being 

“megayer“—dealing with conversions.    

Rabbi Nosson explains that the juxtaposition of this verse, 

which is followed immediately afterwards by the narrative 

of the life of Yaakov and Yosef, comes to teach us that Yosef 

was an extension of Yaakov. He followed in the ways that 

his father had taught him, and occupied himself as well with 

bringing distant souls closer to Hashem. 

Additionally, the verse says that Yosef was 17 years old. The 

number 17 is the numerical value of the word “tov“-good!  

Rebbe Nosson teaches that Yosef was a good, kindhearted 

soul, that he dealt compassionately with all in a non-

judgmental way.  And, because he saw the good in every-

one,  he was able to reach their neshama! 

Having had the zechut, for over 30 years now, to be able to 

continue teaching “righteous converts“ צדק)  (גיריי I believe 

that a righteous convert can be a master “par excellence” at       

igniting the souls of those Jews who have become distant 

from  Hashem. 

The example that a Ger Tzedek sets is a powerful tool of 

awakening and encouragement for his /her fellow Jews. 

 May we merit to “rekindle ourselves“ this Chanuka and 

thereby shed a bright new light that will illuminate our 

world both near and far. 

Chag Chanuka Sameach ! 

 

 

    At the beginning of their journey, many ba’alei 

teshuva tend to avoid the guidance of Torah figures 

who do not seem passionate enough about religion. 

Instead they seek the advice of Torah figures who; 

ignite the hearts of their students and encourage 

them to hurtle along the path of religious growth. 

   This method seems exciting for the first few years, 

but proves disastrous at the end.  Ten or fifteen 

years down the line, families crumble, the second 

generation abandons religion entirely, and the un-

balanced passion that pushed us along proves un-

substantial and unable to stand the test of time.  I 

realize that there are readers who will frown at this 

warning and think that they are exceptional;  their 

passion is so pure and powerful that it will succeed 

where others have failed.  I hope that this book will 

at least help them to give a second thought to their 

crucial life decisions. 

Some Torah figures once encouraged ba’alei teshu-

vah to strive for heights of saintliness, but have 

since realized their mistake and now warn their stu-

dents to pay proper attention to their physical and 

emotional needs.  However, their warnings fall on 

deaf ears because their students get the impression 

that it is no more than lip service, while the real 

goal is the one originally espoused — to transcend 

beyond the limitations of the physical world. 

The ba’al teshuvah must include in his regimen a 

proper measure of physical & emotional satisfac-

tion… He must realize that this an inseparable part 

of his service of Hashem.  Leaping to spiritual 

heights will not satisfy his physical cravings, nor 

bring him peace of mind in the long run. 

There are no set rules in this regard.  However, the 

ultimate goal is to achieve balance.” 
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“Based on a Shiur by Yemina Mizrachi”.  

 

In these days, Corona is not the only player here.  Rather, 

the main theme is “the long galus”.  In other words, we 

shouldn’t be thinking, “Corona is lasting so long”—

rather, “Our yeshua is what is taking so long”.  But this 

year, we literally wrote a part of our people’s history.  

What can we learn?  

Teach yourself to live with tranquility, with no “storms” 

in your life. Rebbi Nachman teaches: 

Life is about falling, and learning to get up once again 

each time. 

Chanukah: What can we learn from our people’s subjuga-

tion to the Greeks, the Yavanim? How can we learn not 

to be like them? 

The Greek way is about looking at life like a “Greek trage-

dy”. Yaven tells us “You are knocking on the door in 

vain!”. 

When the niyson is long— it's hard.  How can you see the 

light at the end of the tunnel?  We can learn from the 

story of Yosef Hatzadik.  

What helped Yosef?  He chose to “look outside the win-

dow” of his challenges. He looked outside and saw his 

father—(some say he saw his mother).  What does this 

mean for us?  

“Looking outside” means looking at all the blessings we 

have had– memories of our Pesach Sedarim, Chanukahs, 

and celebrations of Succos gone by…  that are now also 

dreams for the future. 

Back to Yosef. He literally went from “lockdown to liber-

ty”.  But even in “lockdown”, Yosef knew he had “Tzelem 

Elokim”, he was the Son of the King. He retained this self-

image of nobility and didn’t let his situation affect him.  

 

 

 

 

How can we apply this to ourselves? We must also 

know that we are “Children of the King”, and not allow 

our current situation to pull us down. Having “Tzelem 

Elokim” means, for example, waking up and getting 

dressed nicely, and not davening in pajamas. 

Those who, during this past year experienced the ordeal 

of traversing through what seemed like a “Dark Forest 

with no light”, developed newfound capacities to deal 

with life and to grow.  We will go out from these chal-

lenges we are facing, with new treasures. 

On Chanukah, today we have the Light of the Fifth Can-

dle. During Corona, four of our senses have been taken 

from us: Taste, smell, the sensation of able to hug peo-

ple, and being able to see, and be with, people we care 

about. Only the sense of hearing is left.  But Zoom is a 

nes, a miracle of geulah. From so many places, people 

can listen and interact together! 

A mother who tragically, just lost her two sons in a car 

wreck last week, told me, “We are killing ourselves be-

cause there is lack of Shalom between Jews. Things are 

happening, and it’s not from our enemies, it’s from our 

own lack of Shalom among ourselves.  We have to stop 

looking at each other with a ‘bad eye’, stop judging 

each other negatively, and see only the good. We have 

to ‘make shalom’ once and for all!” 

May we all merit the Geulah Shleimah! 

 

————————— 

 

As zechus for Yoel Yitzchak ben Chava Rivka— who is 

fighting to regain sight in his left eye—may we  look up-

on each other only with a “good eye”. 
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      After many years of waiting, hun-

dreds of members of the Bnei Menashe 

Jewish community of India are to make 

Aliyah in a special operation, and will 

arrive in Israel this Tuesday morning.  

    Israel's Minister of Aliyah and Absorp-

tion, MK Penina Tamano-Shatta stated: 

“I am delighted to have the honor of 

bringing members of the Bnei Menashe 

community to Israel, after many years of 

waiting. This follows the unanimous ap-

proval of a special government decision 

that I promoted for the immediate Ali-

yah of around 250 new Olim.” 

 

    The new arrivals hail from north-east 

India, where they have preserved their 

Jewish traditions for generations. The 

Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi 

David Lau, supported MK Tamano-

Shatta's proposal to bring them to the 

country, as did the Interior Michael 

Freund, founder and chairperson of 

Shavei Israel, stated: "As we celebrate 

the festival of Hanukkah and the miracle 

of the flask of oil, the Aliyah of the lost 

tribe of Bnei Menashe after 2,700 years 

of exile is itself a modern-day Hanukkah 

miracle. 

     The story of this unique community 

that maintained its connection to the 

Jewish people and the Land of Israel 

throughout the generations is powerful 

and inspiring and I fervently hope that 

we will soon see all the remaining Bnei 

Menashe make Aliyah as well.” 

 
 
 

 

In 2018 alone, we helped more than 30,000 Jews start new lives in Israel 

with crucial information and support systems for the time before, dur-

ing, and after making Aliyah. Each year, tens of thousands of Jews from 

around the world decide to make Israel the setting of their life stories, 

and we are there for every single one.  

The Jewish Agency 

 

    Waving Israeli flags as they came down the steps of the steps of the 

aircraft, over 300 members of Ethiopia’s Jewish community arrive in Isra-

el on Thursday in a special airlift from Gondar headed by Absorption and 

Immigration minister.   This celebratory arrival, attended by several of 

Israel’s leaders, marked the opening phase ofa plan to bring some 2,000 

members of the community to Israel from Ethiopia in what has been 

dubbed Operation Tzur Israel. 

    Some of the passengers kissed the ground as soon as they reached the 

tarmac, another tradition for those arriving for their first time in the Holy 

Land  Many were dressed in  traditional Ethiopian robes, and many wom-

en held babies in their arms.  Festive Hebrew songs were blasted over 

loudspeakers. 

     They are slated to spend their first several months in Israel at an ab-

sorption center in the north, where they will learn Hebrew. 

    “The State of Israel was set up to be a home for the Jewish People, “ 

Gantz said.  “Welcome to Israel, welcome to those who are returning 

home.” 

    The ceremony ended with a rendition of Israel’s national anthem 

“Hatikva” (The hope), which speaks of the people’s yearning for return to 

the national homeland from its dispersal around the world.  

    The Ethiopian Jewish immigrants from the Beta Israel community are 

recognized as fully Jewish. 

Since 2002, Nefesh B’Nefesh has helped 

over 60,000 people realize their Aliyah dream of coming to live 

in Israel! 
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