
A letter describing my interest in joining the Midwest PARC Steering Committee 

 

Dear Midwest PARC organizers and members, 

 

I am an Assistant Professor in the Department of Biology at St. Cloud State University. I 

moved to the Midwest from the Southeastern U.S.A. in 2018 and am enjoying getting to know 

the peoples, cultures, and ecosystems in this area. I received my B.S. and Ph.D. in Biology from 

the University of Southern Mississippi. Prior to joining St. Cloud State I worked as a postdoctoral 

researcher with the University of Southern Mississippi and the U.S. Geological Survey, and then 

as an instructor at Southeastern Louisiana University. 

In my research I explore the biology, ecology, and natural history of amphibians, 

particularly of salamanders, frogs, and their aquatic larvae. My prior research has investigated 

reproduction and behavior, habitat associations, and the population genetics of salamanders 

native to North America. My current research also investigates an understudied area – 

biofluorescence in amphibians and reptiles. I hope to contribute to the conservation of 

amphibians and reptiles by both adding to our scientific knowledge and by enhancing the 

public’s awareness of and appreciation for these animals.  

I joined the Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (PARC) in 2013 as a 

graduate student looking for a community that highlighted herpetology, conservation, and 

research. During my PhD I attended and presented at conferences held by Southeastern PARC 

(3 poster and 3 oral presentations). I joined the Midwestern PARC chapter in August 2018 when 

I began my current position as an Assistant Professor at St. Cloud State University. I have 

continued to participate in regional meetings as well as encourage students working in my lab 

to do the same (2 poster presentations). Details regarding these presentations can be found in 

the curriculum vitae included with this letter.  

One aspect of PARC that has kept me involved is that same sense of community paired 

with the energy and intent to act, not only for amphibians and reptiles but also for the 

scientists working with these species. To help increase representation by underrepresented 

groups within PARC, I joined the national Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Task Team (DEITT) 

during its founding year in 2017. I currently serve the DEITT as a co-leader of the Demographic 

& Atmospheric Survey Project and as a co-leader of the Best Meeting Practices (BMP) Project.  

In the Survey Project I helped to implement a national survey that collects demographic 

data about our society’s members and about their experiences at PARC events. The results of 

our first surveys are summarized on PARC’s website (https://parcplace.org/about/diversity-

equity-inclusion/) and the team is currently working to make regional survey data directly 

accessible by each region’s co-chairs. These efforts will help national PARC, and co-chairs within 

PARC, identify where more representation is needed within the organization. Results from the 

survey have already been used by other project leaders to guide inclusive efforts such as the 

PARC Increasing Participation Award (PIPA), which provides financial support for qualified 

individuals to attend regional meetings.  

https://parcplace.org/about/diversity-equity-inclusion/
https://parcplace.org/about/diversity-equity-inclusion/


The BMP Project began within the last year and has been working to compile and 

summarize resources for co-chairs to use in organizing and implementing accessible events. 

With input from current and past regional co-chairs, we have created a document that 

summarizes the best meeting practices for in-person conferences and are constructing a similar 

document for remote or online scenarios. The latter document has specifically been requested 

by co-chairs in light of the current COVID-19 pandemic. 

I am interested in serving as a Steering Committee Member for Midwest PARC because I 

want to continue to support this community of scientists and conservation-oriented individuals. 

I feel as if I have found a home in PARC and I hope to help cultivate that same sense for other 

members of the organization in our region.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jennifer Y. Lamb, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor 

Dept. of Biology 

St. Cloud State University 

St. Cloud, MN 

 

Email: jylamb@stcloudstate.edu 

Personal website: https://www.amphibianatic.com/  

Twitter: @jenylamb  
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