Submission to the Guidelines for Undertaking Community Engagement for Wireless Telecommunications Sites

I, name, of address,address,address find the Guidelines to be incomplete and ask that the Guidelines be altered in the following areas:

Summary

Involve all the residents of the entire area as early as possible in the infrastructure plans not just the nearby residents 10 days before construction when the ink is nearly dry.

Guarantee the safety of the residents against the long-term health effects

Don’t hide behind authoritative and scientifically credible sources – if this was the solution in getting the public to support the Wireless Sites then this would have happened years ago.  Acknowledgement and action on the latest reports and actions from the Northern Hemisphere would be a step in the right direction rather than listening to the InterAgency Committee

Undertake selective post-installation monitoring programmes so an early alert system is in place and over time a database of actual long-term health effects is gained

Body

1. Public’s Concern re Adverse Health Effects of the Wireless Sites.  

a. The regulatory body, ICNIRP, that set the original Limits for Electro-Magnetic Fields (EMF) established the limits based on short-term immediate health effects in 1998.  The ICNIRP concluded the available data re the potential long-term effects was insufficient for setting exposure restrictions although research had provided suggestive evidence of an association.  Time has moved on since 1998 yet the ICNIRP continue to endorse the 1998 limits

b. The inclusion of authoritative and scientifically credible sources in the letter advising occupiers will not be enough to assuage the fears.  

c. The Wireless Network Operators need to identify some way to guarantee the long-term safety of the residents.

2. The Criteria for Deciding Who Gets a Notification

a. It doesn’t matter whether the Wireless Site is an upgrade, co-location or a new structure it is still a permanent structure within the residential community and all Wireless Sites plans should be treated the same

b. The best thing to do is to be engage with the community as early as possible.  The Wireless Network Operators know more than 10 days before construction of the plans for the Wireless Site and so should the community, anything less will result in some form of opposition thus defeating the whole purpose of establishing these Guidelines

3. Long-Term Effects

a. Once a Wireless Site is operational it is the residents that have to live with the effects, the Wireless Network Operator moves on, so to speak, so it very important that all that is possible to be done to alleviate all concerns is done.  

b. A post installation monitoring programme would allow the Wireless Network Operator to accumulate factual data about the long-term safety of their Wireless Sites and if there are any effects the alarms would be raised sooner than later.
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