
 
June 22, 2011 
 
Food and Drug Administration 
10903 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002 
 
Attention:   Dr. Margaret Hamburg, MD, Commissioner, FDA 
Subject: FDA Should Take Action on WHO IARC 2B Classification 
  of Radiofrequency Electromagnetic Fields 
 
Dear Dr. Hamburg,  
 

Baan et al (2011) report on the IARC Working Group proceedings in Lyon, France 

during May 24-31, 2011.  The IARC Working Group included about 30 international 

scientists and RF-EMF experts who did a comprehensive scientific assessment of the 

relevant literature.   IARC concludes: 
“In view of the limited evidence in humans and in experimental animals, the Working 
Group classified RF- EMF as “possibly carcinogenic to humans” (Group 2B) . This 
evaluation was supported by a large majority of Working Group members.” 
 
“(T)he Working Group concluded that the (Interphone Final Report) findings could not 
be dismissed as reflecting bias alone, and that a causal interpretation between mobile 
phone RF-EMF exposure and glioma is possible.” 
 

In light of the WHO IARC classification of radiofrequency electromagnetic fields on 

May 31, 2011 as a possible human carcinogen, the FDA is urged to take these immediate 

steps in response.   

1)  UPDATE FDA WEBSITE TO REFLECT THIS NEW CLASSIFICATION 

2) ADVISE FCC OF NEED TO RE-ASSESS SAFETY LIMITS  

 

1)  Rationale: The FDA serves as a primary source of health information to the public and 

decision-makers.  The FDA website needs to be updated to inform consumers that the 

World Health Organization International Agency for Cancer Research  (IARC) has 

classified radiofrequency electromagnetic fields as a possible human carcinogen (a 2B or 

Possible Human Carcinogen).  This is consistent with the FDA responsibility for public 

 



health and clear communication of risks, and for advising consumers and organizations 

about ways to minimize exposures to such risks. 

 

2)  Rationale: Your agency has the authority and responsibility to advise the FCC on 

health issues related to radiofrequency electromagnetic fields.   The FCC has jurisdiction 

to develop and enforce public safety limits but claims no health expertise on its own.  

That burden is directly on the FDA.  

 

The FDA needs to inform the FCC that the WHO IARC classification is a significant 

development warranting the FCC to re-assess public safety limits and to update its own 

website advisory on radiofrequency electromagnetic fields.   This is consistent with the 

FDA responsibility to facilitate the development of safety standards, and to maintain 

oversight and work with other agencies that rely on the FDA for health advice. 

 

Taking steps now to highlight for consumers what risks may be present with 

radiofrequency electromagnetic fields is in keeping with public health principles, and is 

based on good science (the WHO Interphone 13-country glioma and acoustic neuroma 

study, and the WHO IARC Working Group scientific assessment and  

classification of RF-EMF as a possible human carcinogen).  It would also reflect the 

primary recommendation of the President’s Cancer Panel Report that: 

 
 “a precautionary, prevention-oriented approach should replace current reactionary 
approaches to environmental contaminants in which human harm must be proven before 
action can be taken to reduce or eliminate exposure.” 

 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Cindy Sage, MA   David O. Carpenter, MD 
Sage Associates   Director, Center for Health and the Environment 

University at Albany 
Rensslaer, New York 
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