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SENSITIZATION ILLNESSES: 

MULTIPLE CHEMICAL SENSITIVITY,
ELECTROMAGNETIC SENSITIVITY

CHRONIC FATIGUE SYNDROME
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Subject: RECOGNITION OF ENVIRONMENTAL ILLNESSES: MCS AND EHS 

World Health Organization

For the attention of the Director General

Dr. Margaret Chan

 

12th May 2011

Dear Dr. Chan,

In 1952, Dr. Theron Randolph, the American allergist, revealed the Multiple Chemical Sensitivity. Since then, this disease has ceased to be just a few isolated cases and has become an emerging condition and a tangible threat to human health, as demonstrated by the multitude of people who suffer from it and the social alarm generated by its existence.

Multiple Chemical Sensitivity rarely presents itself in isolation; in a high percentage of patients, it is accompanied by Electrohypersensitivity (or Electromagnetic Sensitivity), Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (or Myalgic Encephalomyelitis) and Fibromyalgia, among others. These four pathologies are recognised in the medical and scientific sphere as “complex central sensitisation diseases”, presenting overlapping symptoms that interact one another. Chronic Fatigue Syndrome and Fibromyalgia are included in the International Classification of Diseases (ICD 10).

Multiple Chemical Sensitivity and Electrohypersensitivity are acquired organic illnesses that involve multi-systemic symptoms in response to minimal exposure to everyday chemical products and to electromagnetic radiation. The symptoms, which are chronic and triggered by the exposures, include fatigue along with respiratory, digestive, cardiovascular, endocrinological, immunological, dermatological and neurological disorders, among others. However, Multiple Chemical Sensitivity and Electrohypersensitivity are not included in the ICD 10.

Both Multiple Chemical Sensitivity and Electrohypersensitivity have become visible through the existence of patients, medical diagnoses and legal findings recognising their disabling nature, as well as, on many occasions, their occupational cause.

The International Labour Organization (ILO), affiliated to the WHO, reflects on, defines and recognises the incapacitating effect of Multiple Chemical Sensitivity in its medical encyclopaedia. 

Consequently, it is absolutely essential that Multiple Chemical Sensitivity and Electrohypersensitivity should be included in the International Classification of Diseases. In this way, those suffering from these conditions will be able to access the basic their rights of recognition  regarding health needs, healthcare and other related rights outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Constitutions of all democratic countries.

This is an historic opportunity both for sufferers and for the world’s highest representative of health related issues: your Organization. Recognition of Multiple Chemical Sensitivity and Electrohypersensitivity will enable us to tackle a constantly growing public health problem, closely linked with our planet’s environmental problems.

For all the reasons outlined above, the undersigned hereby request that you take an urgent action to recognise these diseases.

We believe that Multiple Chemical Sensitivity and Electrohypersensitivity should be included as diseases in the ICD-10 with successive numbers. They should also be assigned a code in associated classifications (ICF - International Classification of Functioning, Disability, and Health- IND - International Nomenclature of Diseases, etc.).  

Furthermore, steps must be taken to persuade the ILO to include both pathologies in its list of occupational diseases, since such conditions often have an occupational cause.

Countries such as Germany (T66-78), Austria (T78.4) and Japan (T65.9) have already assigned Multiple Chemical Sensitivity a code in their ICD 10. However, we propose that a specific code should be opened in line with the nature of the problem, which is none other than exposure to chemical and physical agents (electromagnetic radiations) which act as environmental toxins. Having such a code will facilitate clinical and legal management and will also have positive repercussions on the perception of these illnesses in the welfare, healthcare, social, occupational, judicial and family spheres.

Those who are injured by these diseases, scientists, associations and organisations that work for people, for their health, for the environment, for health and safety in the workplace, as well as other professionals who have signed this document, believe that this petition should be accepted because of the solidity and forceful nature of the reality behind it, and the need to provide a response to a growing group of people that is currently in a situation of vulnerability.

Kind regards.

SIGNATORIES

SPAIN:

NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE RECOGNITION OF MULTIPLE CHEMICALSENSITIVITY  

This document is signed by the following associations of people suffering from this condition, belonging to the Spain’s National Committee for the Recognition of Multiple Chemical Sensitivity (Comité por el Reconocimiento de la Sensibilidad Química Múltiple).

ABAF (Asociación Balear de Apoyo en la Fibromialgia)

President: Margarita Pascual Aguiló

Number 2984 in the Balearic Register of Associations

FISCAL CODE: G07784267

ACAF (Associació Catalana d'Afectats de Fibromialgia)

President: Maite Ribera Crusafont

Number 29605 in the Catalonian Register of Associations

FISCAL CODE: G43595206 

ALAS DE MARIPOSA-SQM

President: Irene Escudero Velasco 

Number  0004295 in the Castilla y León Register of Associations

ALTEA-SQM (Asociación de Afectados por los síndromes de Sensibilidad Química Múltiple y Fatiga Crónica, Fibromialgia y para la defensa de la salud Ambiental)

President: Cristobalina Bejarano Lepe

Number 592927 in the National Register of Associations

ENA (Asociación para la prevención y asistencia de afectados por Enfermedades Ambientales)

President: Rosa de Gabriel Córdoba

Registration Number 5961 

ASQUIFYDE (Asociación para los Síndromes de Sensibilidad Química Múltiple, Fatiga Crónica y para la Defensa de la Salud Ambiental)

President: Francisca Gutiérrez Clavero

Number 591380 in the National Register of Associations

FISCAL CODE: G54359732

AVASFASEM-AVASQ (Asociación Valenciana de Afectados del Síndrome de Fatiga Crónica, Fibromialgia y Sensibilidad Química Múltiple)

President: Francisca García Ferrandis

FISCAL CODE: G97388O60
MERCURIADOS (Asociación Española de Afectados por Mercurio de Amalgamas Dentales y Otras Situaciones)

President: Servando Pérez Domínguez

Number 589544 in the National Register of Associations

FISCAL CODE: G36554574 

PLATAFORMA PARA LA FM, SFC y SQM, Reivindicación de derechos, Asociación Nacional

President: Mª Elena Navarro Chávez

Number 590875 in the National Register of Associations

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS NOT AFFILIATED TO THIS COMMITTEE:

ASQUIMIEM (Asociación Catalana de Sensibilidad Química Múltiple Ambiental y Electromagnética)

President: Mª Dolores Vicente García

FISCAL CODE: G65427510

ITALY:

Association for Environmental and Chronic Toxic Injury (A.M.I.C.A.)

Francesca Romana Orlando

Fiscal code 97306440583  
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