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AS 'kurome' by adding a vowel 'u' to

the first letter which is a hard consonant.
This is the exact way in. which all children
naturally pronounce such word seven the
English children, I have observed, pro-
nounce such word not according to Eng-
lish fashion but according to Tamil. Simi-
larly in the middle of the word ‘irksome,’
the sounds r' and 'k,' and 'k' and 's do not
coalesce easily with

one another, unless| { e

it is changed into g
'irukkusome’ ac-

cording to the Tamil LI
phonetic law, by By

which the act of
pronouncing it is
rendered easier for
all including children.

"That's right Foster & Co. F as in Flood,
O as in overflow, S as in Stopcock . . ."

In the same way, the word 'nut' must
be pronounced 'nuttu in Tamil; the reason
is simply this: the breath started by one's
exertion to utter it does not stop abruptly.
at the letter 't' but runs a little onward
and ends in a vowel sound 'u.' It is this
and such other phonetic laws tending to
an effortless utterance of words that has
preserved Tamil in all its youthful glory all
through the indefinite period of its life.
Even the principle of laziness* which is
actively at work in killing one language
and creating many.--these to be killed
again to make room for others to be
produced.
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anew, had not been able to touch Tamil,
inasmuch! as
its words ¢

lend

selves to be PH{\) IETICS
pronounced @

easily by all. J“-’

It is this flexible quality comblned with
the influence of a permanent civilisation
that has made Tamil survive all the once
most cultivated languages of [The Sci-

ence of Language' by Prof. A.H.Sayce,
Vol.i,p.202]

them-

The ancient world. Even to-day the
language of a purely literary Tamil
piece, of course not encumbered with
old and antiquated grammatical peculi-
arities, is not different from that spoken
by the peasantry. The Tamil words that
are more than seven thousand years old,
have not undergone any change in the
mouths of the latter. The sacred Kural
written two thousand years ago is intel-
ligible even now
to an illiterate ”‘m’ﬂ
rustic. Does not W '
this indicate the
great! vitality of
Tamil ?

To Continue...
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Madurai- Canto-13- Via Purlieus to Vaigai-Skirts

Like old vipers snake-stone
removed; thy kin are in woe;
thySire has sent several known
directions to search for you!

Father's ruling is fair. 70

Were one to reign without

his blessing,it is bane to keep,
thinking thus, had Rama left
for woods leaving Ayothi weep!

So cries Pukaar,you,without! 75

Show this letter to Him, my eye of eye
And more to say:"on your

declining Vasantamala

Maadavi has turned pale,sore,
languished on bed of flaw

mid bourne of Seven tower 80
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mansion.When consoled,
she in piety has pleaded,
to cleanse her guilty grief old,
handed a letter writ needed
for you, with her seal; told
me show that to you,
her eye's eye! Long have |
wandered, seen you now",
he placed the scroll high
on Kovala's arms that know!
Letter Classical
Stamped with her locks'civet,
and olive aroma, the letter
Kovalan keeps clasping a whit,
unfolds,reads for the better

the double entendre apt.

"Thy feet | bow, in Love! Plea
small, apologetic, words glum!
Why left seniors, aren't you duty
bound! Does it become

you,Love, quit with Kannaki

85

90

95

100

To Continue...
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It will thus be seen that in the three

verses out of four cited above, both the

works of Tiruvalluvar and Manicka-
vachakar are invariably enumerated as the
quintessence and queens of Tamil litera-

ture.

The present translator therefore feels
that it is his enviable good fortune to have
been enabled by the Grace of God to
translate both these soul and body of
Tamil literature into English verse. A simi-
lar good fortune had been enjoyed before
in the last century by my illustrious prede-
cessor Dr.G.U.Pope of immortal fame. And
no truer student of Tamil could have set
his hand on this sacred labour. The Rever-
end gentleman had thereby covered him-
self with glory and greatness.

I pay my humble obeisance and hearty
gratitude to that noble soul than whom no
other single scholar had done more to
propagate Tamil and popularise her great-
ness among the English speaking people.
Dr. Pope had translated Tirukkural first in
1886 and then only Tiruvachakam in 1900
A.D.

In the case of the present translator,
In 1958
came out my translation of Tiruvachakam

the order has been reversed.

and now in 1962 comes out my translation
of Tirukkural.
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THIRUKKURAL OF THIRUVALLUVAR

Dr.Pope's order is chronologically and
psychologically correct. For Tirukkural ap-
peared first in the first century after Christ
whilst Tiruvachakam came later in the
ninth century after Christ. Again moral
perfection must precede spiritual perfec-
tion and so Tirukkural ought to be trans-
lated and popularised prior to Tiru-
vachakam. Nevertheless I feel that my or-
der of translating too is not without its

justification and logic.

According to Saiva Siddhanta the soul
had existed long before the body was cre-
ated by God to clothe it in. The spirit is
more ancient that and anterior to the
matter (of course, figuratively here) and
hence it is also metaphysically logical that
Tiruvachakam the soul
Tirukkural the body.

must precede

To Continue...
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(7) “This use of v in one conjuction of
vowels, andofy in another, is doubt-
less a result of the ptogressive refine-
ment of the langage.”

- Rt. Rev. Robert Caldwell
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If Rains fail,
harvests dwindle,
Nature turns awry
masses misdo,
curse the World
the King's reign.
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