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CHAPTER - 7

CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF CLASSICAL
TAMIL, CHENNAI

The Central Institute of Classical Tamil (CICT) is
an autonomous Institution established for the
development of the Tamil language functioning
under the Language Division of the Union Minis-
try of Education. The institute was established
on October 12, 2004 after the Government of In-
dia declared Tamil as the Classical Language.

The Government of Tamil Nadu, allotted 16.58
Acres of Land at Perumbakkam, Chennai for the
establishment of the Central Institute of Classi-
cal Tamil. The Central Government has sanc-
tioned Rs.24,65,47,000/- (Rupees Twenty-Four
Crore, Sixty-Five Lakh and Forty-Seven Thou-
sand only) for the construction of a building at
site in 2017. The work was completed and the
new building was Inaugurated by the Hon'ble
Prime Minister of India and presided by the
Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu on
12.1.2022.

The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu is the
Chairman of this Institute. The functions of
CICT has been governed by a Governing Com-
mittee, Finance Committee and an Academic
Committee.

The Central Institute of Classical Tamil (CICT)
concentrates exclusively on research works re-
lating to the Classical phase of Tamil (from the
early period to 600 A.D), which addresses the

vital issues of the antiquity and uniqueness of
Tamil. The CICT aims to document and pre-

serve all components on ancient Tamil society.
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The divinity of God is best seen in the humanity of
man -this is the sheet-anchor of his philosophy of life.
Service to man is tantamount to service to God. The
Maharajah of Pithapuram has marvellously equated
man with God in thought, word and deed. " The grind-
ing poverty of the masses should go. The sight of un-
happiness and misery that oppresses the people
around me makes me too unhappy and miserable. So
long as this poverty and these preventible miseries
continue to oppress my countrymen, so long | shall be
denied peace of mind or happiness.” This is the pith
and marrow of his political philosophy. This is the sa-
cred goal of his sublime life. Let not the irreverent crit-
ic or the habitual dupe put this profession down for the
cant and shibboleth of the cunning "

God alone is the witness to the sincereity of what |
say' swears this most God-fearing leader. And even
as he says, pearl-like tears moisten his eyes and bear
testimony.

Should political expediency prevail or religious consid-
erations rule over the actions of politicians is certainly
an open question. If there are political Hotspurs in hot
pursuit of places, riding a coach - and - four in a light -
hearted fashion into the regions of religion, there nev-
ertheless are Gladstones and great Cecils for whom
Godliness and faith should grease the wheels of poli-
tics. The Maharajah of Pithapuram is in the noble
company of the latter. He is essentially Godly rather
than religious. He does not trumpet forth his religion.
He does not wear it on his sleeves. He is a Brahmo, a
follower of Ram Mohan Roy. Neither the peal of the
temple bells nor the smell of the sacred incence is
needed to stir up the innate piety of his exquisite soul.

He loaths the pomp and show that piety seeks to revel
in, to the detriment of its divinity. And he is a man of
strong convictions and inviolable beliefs. At Madura
the temple authorities would fain take him in proces-
sion with all the paraphernalia and honours of the
temple, if only he would grace it with his visit, But on
principle he declined the honour and did not pay a
visit.
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Next perhaps, to God, conscience is his guide, It is
unto him a deified Oracle whose dictates are infallible.
It is the mysterious 'inner voice' of a Gandhi that has
made history and unmade it. If all the world advised a
particular course and his conscience dictated a differ-
ent one, the Maharajah of Pithapuram would ignore
the world and abide by his conscience. There is a sig-
nificant anecdote as to how an elderly gentleman prof-
fered his advice to the young Rajah after his coming
of the age and assumption of the Estate, that by rea-
son of his young age and inexperience he should al-
ways be led by the experienced advice of his friends
and elders.

The young scion is reported to have courteously re-
plied " Well, Sir, | certainly would take in all the advice
of my friends and elders and give it my utmost care.
Yet if my conscience advised me to the contrary | will
follow my conscience in preference to the elders." In
this creed of conscience, the Maharajah is fortified
with a firm belief that the conscience of a truthful soul
is the chosen voice of God.

The Family of Pithapuram has been for ages pro- ver-
bial for its charity and princely munificence. It is the
best example of a beneficent Zamindari; it is an elo-
quent denial of the evils of the system. It has built up a
name that will go down to history. And the present Ma-
harajah is a worthy scion of that wonderful Family. He
is heir to the throne of an imperishable kingdom,
carved out in the hearts of countless souls. His is not
merely a corporal estate with crops of paddy, coffers
of coins and countless currency notes. His is not like
Amanullah's Afganistan, wherein the sceptre in the
Ruler's hands changes itself into a sword in the ene-
mies' hands. No sceptre of dazzling splendour but the
blazing torch of beneficial tradition lights up his lonely
path in life and leads him on towards love and service
to mankind.

To Continue....
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Clad in gold clasp came up a prince
in millet fane yesterday; spoke meek
alms seeker like for long; he beggars
description! With danky spikes
we drove dusty macaws! He asked
who I be kiling cute; added he take
me whole! On back,leaned pressing
he stood! Charmed his word-in-deed;
soil moist in pour, flushed my heart
flushed! Lest he knew my gluteal

crease,

I scolded; butted out his arms off

against cracked conscience

my stiff shoulders. As a doe I veered
from fawning buck hard yet hot!
Revulsed he! No zip to coax! Tired

but erect, lone whopper, off he went;
daily elephant turned up to be turned
down knowing not he owns whorled
chank wearing arms mine! To cloy
beg in wait he must! Friend! Laugh,

tease him to me more!

To Continue...
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If a large number of people feed misleading or
biased data, how do you handle it and maintain
truthful narrative?

ChatGPT:

As an Al language model, | am designed to
generate responses based on the patterns and
relationships found in the training data that |
have been exposed to. Therefore, if | am
trained on biased or misleading data, there is a
risk that my responses may also be biased or
misleading.

However, there are several measures that can
be taken to minimize the impact of biased or
misleading data on my responses. One ap-
proach is to carefully curate the training data to

ensure that it is diverse, representative, and free
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from bias. This involves using multiple sources
of data and carefully selecting the content that
is included in the training corpus.

Another approach is to use techniques such as
debiasing or adversarial training to mitigate the
impact of biased or misleading data. These
technigues involve exposing the model to ex—
amples of biased or misleading data and en-—
couraging it to learn to recognize and correct
these biases.

It is important to note that while these ap-
proaches can help to mitigate the impact of bi-
ased or misleading data, they are not foolproof.
It is still possible for biases to creep into the
model's responses, particularly if it is exposed
to large amounts of biased or misleading data.
Therefore, it is important to continuously monitor
and evaluate the performance of Al language
models like myself to ensure that they are gen-—
erating truthful and unbiased narratives.
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The characters of Rama, Bharata, Lakshmana,
Sita, Kaikeyi, Dasarata, Kausalya, Guha and

the sages are beautifully presented
in this Kandam and in no other part "
of the epic one can see such a gal-
axy of men and women revealing the § '
parts played by them in the story to |
the public gaze. By his words and

=39

appearances Bharata had proved
that he was the most dutiful and affectionate
brother of Rama and the most ardent believer
in the greatness of Dharma in its correct sense.

The angry Lakshmana who was calmed by Ra-
ma, and the hunter king Guha who changed
his opinion of Bharata after realising his devo-
tional sincerity, enlighten the high character
and personality of Bharata and add to the dra-
matic influence in Ayodhya Kanda.

Kamba Ramayana is often popularly called as
Rama Natakan. The work of Kamban has all
the fine qualities of a very good Drama. Hence,
as in a Drama, in this epic also " the plot and
the character are inseparable and mutually
connected.

The plot gets a dynamic force by means of the
movement of the different characters and the
characters on their part are developed by the
action, the story, the incident and the situa-
tion . The character of Bharata does not fall be-
low of what the above idea presents. Bharata
helps the plot to get dynamic force by his part
and through the action, the incident and the
situation, Bharata has developed the other
characters.
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Dialogues have an important place in develop-
ing the characterisation of the epic personali-
ties. " Dialogue is a means of charac-

““ Kamban does not stand beside any of
the great poets. Kamban is a master of dia-
logues like Bhasa and Shakespeare.

And his extraordinary talent in dialogue writing
can be seen in its full colour in Ayodhya Kanda
where Bharata speaks with Kaikeyi, Kausalya,
Rama, Guha and others. Bharata helps Kam-
ban in picturising the The dialogue which
scenes with natural dramatic dialogues.we see
through Bharata are vivid, fresh and
interesting.

Bharata helps the poet to colour the epic with
the method of cross lighting also. By this meth-
od, the poet unfolds one character by means of
presenting parallel and opposite characters.
Great poets create parallel figures in their
works " which produce a good effect in making
the central idea of one part of the action
repeated in another ",

Rama. Bharata is, in many ways, a parallel
character to that of In colour, in beauty, in vir-
tue, in patience and in various other dharma
qualities Bharata is like Rama. has been fine-
ly shown in the first canto of the epic itself.

To Continue...
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Lords Holy Lotus Feet extend down beneath the seven underworlds
in ineffable deep farther and farther!

His holy crest flower adorned soar above all worlds and grow beyond
outranging the range of view! He is not of a known unity!

Woman in part is He; Primordial to Vedas is He; for terrestrials and
celestials to praise or acknowledge,

He challenges all vocabulary and grasp yet is a matchless good
friend of all; He is in the midst of Servitors too;

O, flawless virgins

in the service of His Temple abode! you may know!

What is His city? What is His name?

Who are His Kin and who are all in flock!

Who are alien to Him? In What ways may He be sung, praised and
hailed, tell, O pAvAi!
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