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But not so is the old Tamil literature:

it is rich in grandmanner and rhetoric
rich in lyrics, idylls. epics and didactics
rich in exquisite poetic prose, and com-
inde-

mentaries all produced quite

pendently of any foreign influence.

It was this high degree of culture, to
which the ancient Tamilian had at-
their
death and decay. Prof. A. H. Sayce has

tained. saved language from
truly observed: "The natural condition
of language is diversity and change,
and it is only under the artificial influ-
ences of civilisation and culture that a
language becomes uniform and station-

ary.

Destroy literature and facility of inter-
communication, and the languages of
England and America would soon be as

different as those of France and ltaly."
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Besides civilisation, the very nature
of the sounds of which the Tamil
words are composed, helps the peo-
ple to pronounce them with least ef-
fort, and thus prevents Tamil from be-
ing corrupted into dialects. In Tamil no
consonant can come at the beginning
of a word without combining with a
vowels nor can any of the hard con-
sonants k. ch. t. 4p and r, stand singly
either in the middle or at the end of a
word; while the sibilants and the aspi-

rates, sh, e, h are totally absent from

instance, the word "chrome

For

cannot be pronounced in Tamil as it is
in accordance with its strict phonetic

law it should be pronounced

*The Science of Language, p. 208.
Ibid, p. 210.
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Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bangladesh
Bolivia

Bosnia & Herzegovina
Brazil

Bulgaria
Myanmar/Burma
Canada

Chile

China
Colombia
Croatia
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Cyprus

Czech Republic
Egypt

El Salvador
France
Germany
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Greece
Guatemala
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India
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Iraq
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Italy
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Russian Federation
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Serbia
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Slovak Republic (Slovakia)
South Africa

Korea, Republic of (South Korea)
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Sweden

Switzerland
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Trinidad & Tobago
Turkey

United States of America (USA)
Venezuela.
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