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Chapter 1
Tamil Development Department

1.3.1 Paventhar Bharathidasan Award

This award is given to an outstanding poet follow-
ing the tradition to honour the legacy of the revo-
lutionary poet “Paventhar” Bharathidasan.

This award carries a cash prize of Rs.2.00 lakh,
one sovereign gold medal, citation and shawl.
Paventhar Bharathidasan Award for the year
2022 was given to Thiru. Valaja Vallavan. So far
86 scholars have received this amount.

1.3.2. Tamil Thendral Thiru. Vi.Ka Award
This award is presented to the eminent personali-
ty writer for the service rendered Tamil language.
This award carries a cash prize of Rs.2.00 lakh,
one sovereign gold medal, citation and shawl.
Thiru.Vi.Ka. Award was given to Namakkal Thiru.
Po. Velsamy for the year 2022. This award has

been given to 43 scholars so far.

1.3.3. Thiruvalluvar Award
Thiruvalluvar Award is being given on Thiru-
valluvar Day to one of the greatest personalities
who is indulged in spreading the ethics of
Thirukkural through various activities, in order
to make the world aware of the pride of Thiru-
valluvar. This award carries a cash prize of
Rs.2.00 lakh, one sovereign gold medal, citation
and shawl. Thiruvalluvar Award was given to Ira-
nian Na. Ku. Ponnusamy for the year 2023. This
award has been given to 38 scholars so far.
RUSTABLD . . . .
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HE SPEAKS-
(INTERIOR MONOLOGUE)

succulent raw fruit ripens red; falls maroon
warmed on dusty earth; en route tuskers charge;
ah! none they find, they dash palm tree trunks;
ritzy wrath in hit hit! Does trading yield

nice in such silken roads, say? Even if it does
after all does it exceed youth ? Are riches hot,
mickle love recur in age, can it enact so?

as youth dissipate can outcome thereof

level up bliss of union? why this mania!

yappy profit to boast! Isn't it, loss for you?

aren't you cordial, O Cordiac Inadequacy!

To Continue...
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CHAPTER 3

BHARATAN AS REGARDED BY THE
HERO OF THE EPIC

On another occasion, the poet compares Lakshamana
with Bharata who was waiting for the return of Rama:
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rama's magnaanimous treatment of his brother
Bharata is unique. When his father descended from
the heaven and embraced him on the battlefield in
lanka after the fire Ordeal of Sita, Rama asked Da-

sarata to revoke the curse which he ( Dasarata ) had
pronounced on Bharata and his mother Kaikeyi.
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Rama's regard of his brother bharata and his mother
kaikeyi was so high that, even after fourteen years
he thought of them with great regard and requested
his father to call back the courses on them. Thus

the sin for which Bharata pined so much from the
day of Rama's exile had been removed.

Rama could not pay a better compliment to Bharata
then this. The way in which Bharata then this. The

way in which Bharata showed his affection to Rama
and his conduct at the time of Rama's exile should

have moved the heart of rama very much and this

led Rama request his father to cancel the curses on
bharata and his mother.

Fourteen years had passed since Rama left Ayodhya
and the Devas informed Rama of his completion of
the exile period and directed him that he should im-
mediately return to his city lest Bharata should fall
into the fire. He was sure that if Bharata died no-
body would be there to say the name of their race.
So he requested Vibishana to arrange for the imme-—
diate departure and sent Hanuman in advance to
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Bharata and requested him to tell him of his safety

and to extinguish the fire which Bharata would have
kindled in order to carry out his pledge. This shows
the great belief that Rama had in Bharata.

In Valmiki, Rama told hanuman to note the feelings
and expressions when Bharata heard the news of his
return. There Rama had a doubt in the sincerity of
bharata but in kamban, Rama had no such doubt
and was certain that Bharata would fall in the fire if
he failed to go back in time.

hanuman as directed by rama, hurried to ayodhya
and found Bharata about to fall into the fire. He told
him of Rama's arrival and extinguished the fire.

When Rama returned to Ayodhya, Bharata felt as if
he had seen his father himself returned to life and
fell at his fest. Rama took him up and embraced him
but was unable to utter a word in the intensity of his
grief and joy.
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Tears flowed unceasingly from Rama's eyes at the
sight of the twisted knots of hair on the head of
Bharata which had never bien untied all these four—
teen years. These tears and the love of Rama's
heart which was like that of a cow for its calf were
enough for compensation to the heart of Bharata for

his mental anguish from the moment he heard of
Rama's exile.
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Rama, who affectionately held Bharata in his heart all
these fourteen years without forgetting him even for a
single moment was crowned as the king of Ayodhya

and only this gave Bharata great satisfaction and
delight.

To Continue......
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