Editor

Adviser (s)
Translation
Technical Help
Graphics Design
Released By
Newsletter Team

Contact
Web

Ripon Majumder
- baneladest

: M. Tanzimul Islam (Tanzil)

:Md. Alamgir, Altaf-Uz-Zaman, Hasan Shahed
: Arman Khossain

: Avijit Roy Kabyo

: M. Tanzimul Islam (Tanzil)

; i BansJalesh Leany
: Md. Alamgir, Altaf-Uz-Zaman, Tanzil, Hasan Shahed,

Arman Khossain, Avijit Roy Kabyo, Tafsirul Alam,

il.com

: https://sites.google.com/site/mappingbangladesh/

Mapping Bangladesh



https://sites.google.com/site/mappingbangladesh/
https://sites.google.com/site/mappingbangladesh/
https://sites.google.com/site/mappingbangladesh/

Tifor AETATR [TeECatIa 2<FIfe 2eT
ify 7FeTR YR S | @oreT A (@S oiffoe
T SN AR @OIE iR @ Swfe, it
BT FCACRT OICO AN AREY FAMR | AL .
bin o I C T R e G | R E ST
IR, ©MT TART  S@Fe - (A NS
IS |

e fofenE  ofREte e W st
AR 936 e Sowae | @t vy 3
(MRITOR RIS AT, AR O HAANRE ST
AT | AT (OeNferd 927 @Ne- JIWI-TG,

e 9itfe wace | fFe meie sd-aifes

PR (O O Qe ei® Sl |
fafeg, RIN-ERFRT A, [N 8w
2AfSHIT A2 MR T A AT A AT
QAT (AF TAFE FCS 2T | T, QVTHICA
e o @9 IO T @F ST NG
g @ JRIRFRAG ALES S AT
2] T A |

(O SHIACE 77 SIS FCE TSR WIAAA

AfNfere FHFE L Q32 FTAT A FAACE N
S | ESTEBIR TS IR SR
R ASEE (AT G2 S KT S, @3

SO ST THACE ST Go P QR

JIEAC IR (& i Wre T @i |

Editor

Md. Alamgir
Advocate & Regional Expert Reviewer
Google Maps, Bangladesh.

I am really happy to see the mapping
Bangladesh newsletter. After the introduction of
Google Map Maker the Bangladeshi mappers
have updated map of Bangladesh in a state that
we can feel proud of it. My hearty
congratulations to all the contributing mappers,
RERs and.advocate for their endless effort and
time.

In the today’s world of digitalization, Google
maps has become a useful tool in our daily life.It
not only shows us the location info 'but also can
provide huge range of information. Bangladesh
lacks comprehensive geographic data about
roads, infrastructures, transportation, places,
and businesses but updated geographic datasets
are crucial for the socio-economic development
of Bangladesh. Different business, government,
non-government, " "'educational - and - other
organizations of Bangladesh can -be benefited
directly or indirectly from Google maps in a
variety of ways. For this we need to add them
properly in Map Maker so that they appear on
Google Maps and other search engines and
anyone can find the required information easily.

We are glad to see the group ofactive an
passionate mappers of Bangladesh who are
working together to enrich the map of our
beloved country. My sincere thanks to editors and
contributors and 1 believe that such newsletter
will-definitely strengthen our relationship and
encourage us. to contribute more towards
mapping Bangladesh.
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| Editoria

Altaf-Uz-Zaman

Advocate & Regional Expert Reviewer
Google Maps, Bangladesh.

Here’s the very first issue of Mapping Bangladesh
Newsletter. Through this we would like to bring forth
the works of hundreds of dedicated and volunteer
citizen  cartographers contributing for the
improvement of Bangladesh maps in Google. Once a
scattered work by individual mappers has been
slowly getting organized ever since the Regional
Expert Reviewer (RER) program was launched by
Google Map Maker (GMM). The Mapping Bangladesh
forum and the Mapping Bangladesh site has been
developed to discuss and learn mapping in Bangla.
The overall responsibility was transferred to us in
recognition to our huge contribution towards
improving the maps of Bangladesh.

With everyone’s cooperation we have developed
‘Mapping Completion Plan’ - soon we are set to
complete at least ‘the. major infrastructures, like,
roads and highways, cities and towns, administrative
divisions, healthcare facilities, educational institutes
etc. We have come up with a snapshot of these
activities. We have sections highlighting the events in
the mapping space 'of Bangladesh,the progress- o,
translation work of all GMM categories, in Bangla,
‘Tips and guidelines’ section is arranged for 'the

interested new mappers. Top mappers of the past few
months have been covered as ‘Top Mappers’. We have
tried to introduce mappers who ‘have recently joined
the forum under the ‘New Members’ section. '

So far, 350+ mappers have joined the forum, who are
interested to contribute, even with the constraints of
time and slow internet, for the cause of the country.
We have a: team of 14 Google certified expert
mappers. Two of the expert mappers are
volunteering ias Country Advocates to raise voice for
the country. This is the beginning of a new endeavor.
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Mapping Completion
P I a n - M. T&nzimél Islam (Tanzil)

" Regional Expert Reviewer, Bangladesh
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Top Mappers And
Reviewers..

By- Hasan Shahed
egional Expert Reviewer, Bangladesh

Top 5 Mappers

|

Position  Mapper's Nick Mapper's Name Edits
1 TruMap Altaf-Uz-Zaman 1519
2 Arman Arman Khossain 1100
3 Saifullah Khalid Khan 1047
4 Carl Johnson  Tafsirul Alam 514
5 Tanzil_ M. Tanzimul Islam (Tanzil) 510

Top 5 Reviewers Of August 2012

Position Reviewer's Nick Reviews

Reviewer's Name

2 Avijit Roy Kabyo Avijit Roy Kabyo 352
3 Carl Johnson Tafsirul Alam 267
4 Arman Khossain Arman Khossain 203
5 Rana Rana 72

New Mappers Of Mapping Bangladesh

Mappers Nick Name Mappers Name District
Tasbir A.H.M Tasbir farid Chittagong
Kaushik Kaushik Biswas Khulna
Tanbeen Abu Noman Jumaed Panchagarh
kazi.moitry Kazi Moitry Dhaka
Mahin Arif Mahabub Mahin Dhaka
Poresh Poresh Chandra Roy Dinajpur
F@him H.M. Fahimul Kabir Dhaka
Enamset Enamul Islam Chittagong
shuvo100s Shuvo Dhaka
Imu Imran Sylhet
Extra Person MD. Al-Amien Hossen Narayanganj
Nayeem Nayeemul Hossain Chittagong

Choudhury
Evan Syed Tareque Mahboob Dhaka
Bilal Muhammad Bilal Sheikh Jessore
NoYoN Md. Mustafa Noyon Mymensingh
Ovee Maidul Islam Dhaka
rejvi587 MD.-safiul hasan Rejvi Chittagong
KM SAZZAD KAZ| MD. Chittagong

SHAJEDUZZAMAN
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rawing Guidelines

Arman Khossain

e While drawing roads, please' stop-
at'every intersection so that roads

“dlacan  be named and prioritized

"“accordingly.

e While drawing roads, please put
nodes at the middle of the road (on
the separating lane is visible).

e While drawing building boundaries,
mark it according to the base of the
building, and not the roof, because
at many place\s{ "<.1T“he ‘imag__er‘y is
angular. | £
See the following example: Left one

© Is wrong, the right image is correct.:
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Sneak-peek of
Bangladeshi Hangout

M. Tanzimul Islam (Tanzil)
Regional Expert Reviewer, Bangladesh

An official hangout among mappers of Bangladesh was held on
08 September, 2012. Regional Expert Reviewer (RER) Tanzil
presided over the hangout; among other attendees were
Bangladesh Map Maker Country Advocate and RERs Md.
Alamgir and Altaf-uz-Zaman. RER Hasan Shahed, Arman
Khossain and Tafsirul Alam also attended the hangout. General
mappers including Avijit Roy Kabyo, Mithun Dey, Hedayatur
Rahman were some of the attendees as well. Special Guest on the
occasion was Google Pod Leader Abhishek Pandey and India’s
Map Maker Country Advocate Beedimi Kiran.

Many important issues were discussed at the hangout including
Bengali rendering issue on maps and imagery updates for
Bangladesh. Abhishek answered all questions via live broadcast
on YouTube which were asked by general mappers through a
selected e-mail for QA session.

Beedimi Kiran praised the effort of Bangladeshi mappers in their
Zila-Upazila mapping completion plan. He also conversed about
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Bangladeshi Mappers Hangout

Bangladeshi mapping
community and proposed an
RER hangout between the RERs
of both the countries to share
experiences. Advocates Alamgir
and Zaman raised a lot of
equests throughout the program
on behalf of the mappers of
Bangladesh to Google, who in
reply guaranteed quick
itigation of presented problems.
Novice mappers shared their
experiences and conversed in
details about the problems they
aced when mapping. Bangladesh
Mapping Community listens to
their problems assiduously and
rovides required solution and advice.

Probability of addition of several mapping enhancements like
offline mapping via Google Earth, Android mapping etc. were also
some noteworthy topicsof discussion. Some of the other proposals

included addition of special categories for political features of

Bangladesh, initiation of Google Navigation, benefits of 3D
mapping etc.

To add momentum to mapping in Bangladesh, some tactics were
finalized at the end of the hangout. RER Tanzil requested regular
participation of mappers on the forum to make them more prolific,
and talked about other beneficial services available at Mapping
Bangladesh site.



An Introduction of GMM ...
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Citizen Cartographer, Bangladesh

Avijit Roy Kabyo

The importance of digital in - maintai

communication in

maps
today’s ultra=advanced world is invalia2la.
Communication today would languish without the use of GPS. Google
Maps is widely used today to track roads or find desired places of
interest. Many are unaware that these developed maps are the result of
many industrious volunteers among the general folk like us, and that
Google Maps has earned world-wide acceptability because of their
selfless efforts. Let us learn how to become a Google Map Maker.

To edit Google Maps, what you first have to do is login to Google Map
Maker. (Fig-1) It is a service launched by Google in 2008 by which a user,
after being acquainted with a few tutorials, can start mapping by
himself. No matter where the user is located, even at-home, he can be a
part of mapping if he has access to.the web. He can contrbute to his
locality, or country on a broad scale, with ease using this tool. If scores of
people start mapping together little-by-little, our country too will have
her map fully developed in a very short time.
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All of a sudden you want to be a part of mapping. After finding your way.to. Map
Maker, you ask yourself, “What am I going to map first?” And yes, like all
other newbie’s you'll probably first want to add your own house or work
place to maps. Actually, this is mostly how the mapping adventure begins.
The first common dilemma faced by all newbie’s in mapping' is category
selection. About 95% of mappers happen to make mistakes while
selecting appropriate category for their residence or work place. To
mitigate the problem, Bangladesh Mapping Team created a list of
categories for edits in Bangladesh, relating it to categories created by
Google. A mapper can easily search for an appropriate category for
his edit from this document. Link:http://goo.gl/Nid7t

The next dilemma centers on drawing building or boundary shapes
accurately. Many mappers have their edits denied because of the
tremendous ‘mistakes made in their edits. A solution regarding the
problem has been provided here:http://goo.gl/zeis9

When a novice mapper edits a feature, it doesn’t go live straight
away, but becomes a pending edit requiring one or more approvals by
expert mappers. It may take around two to three days for the edit
to come to notice of a Google Trusted Reviewer who publishes it. But in
the meantime, not seeing his edit published at that instant, a
mapper may edit/create the same feature over and over several
times. This is how duplicate edits are born. To provide a solution,
Bangladesh Regional Expert Reviewer Team created a spreadsheet
review system naming it “Pending Edits for Review” where

provide 'links to their pending edits which are promptly reviewed by

reviewers. Link: http://goo.gl/UgXqL
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Tafsn'ul AIam
Regional Expert Reviewer, Bangladesh
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Now let’s talk about assigning
building attributes. In the
“building attributes” section,
Purpy add related information as
“height and floors of the building.
Point to be noted, Map Maker
uses “metre” unit for height. Hence,
you can add 3.3 metres (approx. 11 ft ) for each’ ﬂaor‘
% After adding allnecessary information, “save” your
. edit and view the 2.5D shape of the building genérated
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To draw angles of the shape perfectly,
press and hold “shift” button on the
keyboard while drawing.

If a building has multiple roofs, kindly
avoid drawing all roofs separately.
See example: hitp://g06.gl/zFRrS. On the
contrary, draw the shape in such a
way that“it covers the whole building,
but set the “height” perimeter of the
highest roof.
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How to convert GIS
data into KML..

Hedayetur Rahman
Cartographer & GIS Expert, Bangladesh

oI iR @R R @R @daw@s (kml=Keyhole We mostly use KML (Keyhole‘Markup Language)
Markup Language) %13 592 52 | kml #13e7 files when mapping. It is a format commonly
ol S 4T @ 5ET ST7 (NPIET G GRS S wise recognized in Google Earth and Google Map
FT | g SF ST SR TS Maker. But we may not have files of this/format
o — & a1 B e it at our disposal at all times.
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Mapping: A leisure companion
turned into obsession ...
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Citizen Cartographer, Bangladesh
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Overview

Stats:

Road length (km) 26.5
Points of interest . 10
Business listings- ' 57
Regions (km?)  1927.8
Feature edits 413
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My Profile Biscuss

I was born in Noakhali, raised in Comilla. Got
familiar with Google here around 2002, Google
Maps in 2006-07. 1 used Google Maps for a quite
a while, but it was until 2010 that I realized 1
can contribute more.

I looked around for an edit button, and when |
finally stumbled upon it, acted like a typical
newbie, “I gotta find my home and workplace,
and add it up!” I was gone from mapping a long
time since then.

2011, Dhaka. I logged in to Map Maker to mark
my new office in Dhaka (which was approved
fortunately), but found two of my previous edits
to be denied. Since then, I started mapping at a
certain regular. .interval and my edits were
published. As far as I can recall RER Tanzil
referred me to the forum through a comment on
one of my pending edits. Hence, I landed onto the
forum and started learning more. I gradually
budgeted my time between reviewing and
mapping features. The next thing I know, I have
already started mapping and reviewing like an
aficionado! 1 found mapping irresistible after
being inspired by the effort and enthusiasm
everybody was showing. At present, I pass a
great deal of my time in mapping Upazilas
(Minor . Civil Divisions), Unions (Cities) and
reviewing other edits!
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