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COP Glasgow Sustainable Summits film premiere 
introduction 7 Nov 21 by Lisa Choegyal 

Good evening everyone. I arrived this morning from Kathmandu to 
represent the many people who have made this film possible, so 
forgive me if  I am a little dazed. It is great to be here in real life – we 
have all spent so much of  the last couple of  years on a screen. 

Sustainable Summits is an international voluntary network of  
mountaineers, alpine clubs, scientists, resource managers, policy 
makers, community and spiritual leaders and adventure tourism 
people (like myself) that every two years share practical management 
solutions for mountain issues around the world, seeking to influence 
policy. The movement started ten years ago in the US, we have had 
meetings in Colorado USA, Mt Cook Aoraki New Zealand (Minister 
Shaw) and Chamonix, France (Mayor Fournier). 

The film that we are excited to premiere this evening started off  as a 
Sustainable Summits conference in Nepal, but became a casualty of  
COVID. The results of  our deliberations hosted, at ICIMOD’s 
headquarters, were to have synthesised and recorded the problems 
and solutions from the Hindu Kush Himalaya region, a direct appeal 
to COP26 decision makers from the people of  the eight countries that 
comprise the highest and most beleaguered mountain range in the 
world - and as such, the pulse of  the planet. 

It was my job to ensure that all our speakers and sponsors stuck with 
us on this new plan. As producers, mountaineer Dawa Steven Sherpa 
and I coordinated the recorded contributions and collected pre-
existing footage from them and our nine sponsors in order to 
maximise the cost-effective use of  resources and time. Some of  the 
best shots came from our partners Bally Outlook Foundation, Petzyl 
Fondation, Nepal Tourism Board, UNDP, WWF Nepal and others. 

A film production company Kathaharu in Kathmandu, led by Ms 
Smriti Basnet, wove together the story, backed by the exemplary 
scientific integrity of  our knowledge partners ICIMOD (Dr Pema and 
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Nanki Kaur) and enabled by the British Embassy Kathmandu (HE 
Amb Nicola Pollitt and Simon Lucas).  

Smriti with her young team of  editors and writers had the unenviable 
task of  plucking a coherent narrative from the rich and diverse 
presentations of  our contributors. We think they have done a brilliant 
job.  

But it is the 48 voices from the wide array of  Sustainable Summits 
speakers that have given this film its urgency and authority. 
Contributors include such luminaries as Rt Hon Helen Clark, Sir 
Chris Bonington, Sonam Wangchuk, Ben Fogle and Nims who we just 
saw on Ama Dablam.  

Maori leader Te Ngaehe invokes the blessings of  the living spirit of  
the mountains and our Himalayan singing nun Ani Choying closes 
the film with a haunting Buddhist prayer. The full presentations are 
available on our website. 

In four 15-minute chapters, local indigenous people and regional 
experts speak to you directly from their highland homes, showing not 
just the tangible changes the climate crisis and biodiversity loss has 
wrought upon their lives, but sharing their practical adaptations and 
mitigation measures devised in response. The final quarter is devoted 
specifically to a powerful plea from the mountains for COP 26.  

We trust the message is clear and the mountain images compelling. 
Despite the underlying gravity, action on climate in the mountains is 
possible. We hope you enjoy the next sixty minutes from the top of  the 
world – if  so, please help by sharing our story. 

Thank you.


