Overview Whaling Statistics:

Total large whales killed in the year 2006/2007
Based on the "Progress Reports" submitted by individual IWC members, the number of large whales killed by whaling (commercial/scientific/aboriginal) in the 2006/2007 season amounted to 1847 (see Table 1).

Table 1: Direct catches 2006/2007 season (incl. “struck and lost”)

545 minke whales
N. Atlantic

Norway
Commercial    (“objection”)

508 minke whales
Antarctic

Japan

Special permit (“scientific”)

    3 fin whales           Antarctic

Japan

Special permit (“scientific”)

197  minke whales
N. Pacific

Japan

Special permit (“scientific”)

  51 Brydes whales
N. Pacific

Japan

Special permit (“scientific”)

    6 sperm whales
N. Pacific

Japan

Special permit (“scientific”)

101 sei whales

N. Pacific

Japan

Special permit (“scientific”)  

134 grey whales
N. Pacific

Russ. Fed.
Aboriginal

181 minke whales
W. Greenland

Denmark
Aboriginal

    3 minke whales
E. Greenland

Denmark
Aboriginal

  10 fin whales

W. Greenland

Denmark
Aboriginal

  60 minke whales
Atlantic

Iceland

Special permit (“scientific”)

    1 minke whale
Atlantic

Iceland

Commercial

    7 fin whales

Atlantic

Iceland

Commercial

  39 bowhead whales
N. Pacific

USA

Aboriginal

    1 humpback           Caribbean                  St. Vincent       Aboriginal


Total: 1847
(+ 258 reported bycatch and ship strikes = 2105)
The total number of whales killed by all whaling operations (1847) is the second highest ever recorded since large-scale commercial whaling ceased. The value would have been the highest ever: the drop from the year 2006 largely reflects an accident on board the main Japan Antarctic whaling vessel (345 fewer whales killed than 2006) as well as weather-related lower catches by Norway (545 vs 639).

Additional key development: Iceland begins commercial whaling (1 minke, 7 fin whales). The Makah tribe (USA) were unable to kill their quota of grey whales due to legal constraints.

Table 2: Number of large whales taken in the last 13 years

1994
855

1995
1075

1996
1118

1997
1363

1998
1431

1999
1498

2000
1346 (incl. struck-and-lost)

2001    1501 (“)

2002
1664 (“)

2003
1761 (“)

2004
1679 (“)

2005
2301 (“)

2006
1847 (“)

*Struck-and-lost whales in 2007: 8 bowheads (Alaska, aboriginal subsistence), 5 gray whales (Russia, aboriginal subsistence), 2 minke whales (Iceland, scientific), 7 minke whales and 1 fin whale (Greenland/Denmark), 5 minke, 1 sei, 1 Brydes whale (Japan)
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Future prognosis:  Major increases are expected because:

a) Norway has announced that it intends to strongly increase its quota,

b) Iceland is expected to expand its commercial whaling program

c) New species to be taken: Japan’s JARPAII program will add Antarctic humpback whales

_1240521734.xls
Diagramm1

		1994

		1995

		1996

		1997

		1998

		1999

		2000

		2001

		2002

		2003

		2004

		2005

		2006



years

total takes

total takes over time

855

1075

1118

1363

1431

1498

1346

1501

1664

1761

1679

2305

1852



Sheet1

		1994		855

		1995		1075

		1996		1118

		1997		1363

		1998		1431

		1999		1498

		2000		1346

		2001		1501

		2002		1664

		2003		1761

		2004		1679

		2005		2305

		2006		1852

								Total directed takes, incl. struck and lost.





Sheet1

		



years

total takes

total takes over time



Sheet2

		





Sheet3

		






