






The Power of Disease Load Monitoring
Below are graphs depicting Varroa monitoring results. In the �rst graph we see typical mite loads 
throughout the season, with values relatively close to the national averages but the fall months are 
above threshold. The second graph provides similar information and also shows the e�ectiveness of 
a particular mite treatment followed by a possible reinfestation in October, which the beekeeper 
would not have known without Disease Load Monitoring. Both however provide amazingly useful 
information to the beekeeper about the disease state of their colonies. 
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These graphs compare Varroa per 100 bees between APHIS, all Sentinel Apiary partici-
pants, and “Your Apiary.” The red line indicates the threshold of 3 mites per 100 bees. 
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Note: The last 4 
months are above 
the acceptable 
threshold! These 
months are critical 
as colonies are 
rearing winter bees.


