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GET Poetry Selection 
Gr 7 – 9 

(Originally published in various issues of the Ratpack) 

 This set of poetry worksheets is part of our Mini Resources Series: short, 
affordable worksheets that are ideal to fill gaps in your learning programme.  
 
As Word documents can be unstable, and text can move around, we supply this 
resource as an unsecured PDF which means that you will be able to print it and 
also copy and paste from it. Enjoy using the material! 
 
Note: these resources are photocopiable for use within your school, but please 
don’t abuse the copyright.  
 
You will find more resources for sale on our digital store: 
https://www.digital.macrat.co.za/product-category/pdf-mini-resource-packs/ 
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UNDERSTANDING ANIMAL LANGUAGE 
 
Introduction:  
 
Discuss these questions 
 Do you think animals can ‘speak’? 
 How do they communicate – with other animals? – with humans? 
 What about the animals that live in our homes?  How can you understand  

what they are saying to you? 
 
Now read this short poem by Lionel Murcott who has a talking cat named Tom!  Try reading it aloud in 
groups or pairs, taking turns to see how each person reads it.  
 

    CATSPEAK: Tom 
 
   wreathes his length around my legs. 
   butts with his soft head.  Mgaio. I 
   love you.  Love you love you. 
   Gimme. I love you.  Gimme 
   gimme my breakfast.  Mngaaiou. 
 
To the teacher: 
The following questions may be discussed orally with the whole class, or in groups or pairs.  After the 
oral discussion at least a few of the questions should be answered in writing to give practice in 
responding to poetry. 
 
1.  How has the poet shown the reader which words are ‘Catspeak’?   
[He has used italics to show the difference between the poet’s words and Tom’s words.] 
 
2.  Explain how Tom (and any other cat) ‘wreathes his length’ (line 1) around the poet’s leg. First say 
what the underlined word means.    
[To wreathe means to twist around in a circling movement.  So Tom is going in and out, round and 
round the poet’s legs.] 
 
3.  How does the poet understand what Tom is saying? 
[The cat is showing affection by rubbing himself round the poet’s legs and butting them with his head.  
At the same time he is meowing first softly and then loudly. Cats usually do this for a reason, so the 
poet decides it must mean that he is hungry.] 
 
4.  How did you read the cat’s words?  Did you read them all in the same tone of voice?  Why? 
[Own responses.  However they can’t be read in the same tone of voice.  The repeated word ‘Gimme’ 
is loud and forceful while the ‘love you’ is soft and gentle.  The first and last words are different too.] 
 
5.  Look up the expression ‘cupboard love’ in a dictionary then say whether this expression describes 
how Tom is behaving.  Is he showing cupboard love? Explain. 
[‘Cupboard love’ means to show affection in order to get something, a reward.  Yes, it seems as if he 
is showing ‘cupboard love’ as he wraps himself lovingly around the poet’s legs but his ‘Mngaaiou’ at 
the end is very demanding.  It’s not a soft purr!] 
 
Afterwards  
Discuss how you think a dog would behave and what ‘words’ a dog might say at meal 
time.   In pairs write your own short poem, using the ideas you have discussed.  You will 
need to think of a particular dog and give it a name.  Is it a small or big dog?  What kind 
of nature does it have?  Or is it likely that all dogs will react the same way?
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THE HAIKU 
 

A haiku is a specific type of Japanese poem which has 17 syllables divided into three 
lines of 5, 7, and 5 syllables. The word haiku is pronounced hy-koo. The poem aims to 
capture a specific image or moment in time by contrasting or comparing images, and 
often focuses on nature. 

 
Now study the example of a haiku below and answer the questions that follow. 
 
 

Listlessly on a bare bough 
a cicada scrapes 
with his bow a few dry notes.  
 
         By Alistair Campbell  

 
Questions: 
 
1. How does the pattern of the above haiku differ to a traditional haiku? (1) 

 
2. At what time of year can cicadas usually be heard? (1) 

 
3. Suggest a reason for the poet using the word ‘listlessly’. (1) 

 
4. How is the ‘cicada’ being personified? Quote to prove your answer. (2) 

 
5. Why does the poet describe the notes as ‘dry’? (1) 

 
6. Find two examples of alliteration and explain their effectiveness. (4) 

[10 MARKS] 
 

Take a careful look around you and focus on one thing that captures your attention – a fly 
buzzing around the window, a bird hovering in the sky, a bright poster in the classroom, 
the sound of your teacher’s voice, the school siren blaring or voices outside the classroom 
– the list is endless! Record what you experience by writing a haiku of your own.   
 
Some suggestions to get you started: 
 

Buzzing fly annoys  Banging door wakes me 

 Warm sun streaming in  

                       Chirping birds are cool  

                          Warm tea in a mug 
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Getting in touch with poetry: A Time to Talk 
 
Read the following poem or listen to it at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wo3MlSpEI2Y.  

 
Answer the following questions. 
 
 

A Time to Talk 
When a friend calls to me from the road 
And slows his horse to a meaning walk, 
I don’t stand still and look around 
On all the hills I haven’t hoed. 
And shout from where I am, ‘What is it?’ 
No, not as there is time to talk. 
I thrust my hoe in the mellow ground, 
Blade-end up and five feet tall, 
And plod: I go up to the stone wall 
For a friendly visit. 
 
 By Robert Frost 

 
Questions: 
 
1. Explain what you think this poem is about.         (2) 

 
2. Which three words tell us that the poet was living in the country?     (3) 

 
3. Why does the poet decide not to shout from a distance?     (2) 

 
4. What does ‘Blade-end up and five feet tall’ refer to?       (1) 

 
5. Which word tells us that the poet walks slowly up the hill?     (1) 

 
6. Name the figure of speech used in the title of the poem.        (1) 

  
           [10 MARKS] 
 

 
Class discussion: communicating using an electronic device is not 
as meaningful as a face-to-face chat.
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EXPLORING POETRY 
 

Focus: How do words and patterns influence us? 
 
Activity 1:  

Work in groups of four or five. In your groups, look up the word ‘connotation’. Write down a 
clear definition that everyone agrees on. 
 
Activity 2:  

Select a group member to read the poem below aloud. Listen to the sounds and try to  
work out the meaning. Read the poem quietly and discuss the answers to the questions.  
Then, each member of the group must complete the answers individually in writing. 
 
 

It was a sherded world I entered 
                                            Dennis Brutus (1924-2009) 
 

It was a sherded1 world I entered: 
Of broken bottles, rusty tins and split rooftiles: 
the littered earth was full of menace  
with jagged edges waiting the naked feet: 
holes, trenches, ditches were scattered traps 
and the broken land in wasteplots our playing field: 
this was the world through which I learnt the world 
and this the image for my vision of the world. 
 
A Book of African Verse, London: Heinemann Educational, 1964  

 
1 sherded: shards or sherds are broken pieces of earthenware, or pots 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 
1. Why doesn’t Brutus start his poem ‘I entered a sherded world …’? 

 
2. What does he mean by ‘entered’? 

 
3. Identify at least five words or phrases that have negative or unpleasant connotations. 

Explain in your own words the kind of ‘world’ that these words create. 
 

4. How does our early childhood experience influence our attitudes and the way we look at 
the world? Use examples from your own experiences to explain your answer.  
 

5. Write 2–4 lines describing the world you ‘entered’ in your early years.
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Tea in a Spaceship 
 
To the teacher: Download the poem and provide each learner with a copy.  
Read them together in class. Learners can tackle the following questions individually 
or in pairs. 

 

Tea in a spaceship by James Kirkup 
https://teifidancer-teifidancer.blogspot.com/2010/08/james-kirkup-tea-in-space-ship.html 
             
Now that you have read the poem, answer the questions below. 
 
1. In the first two lines of the poem, how does the poet indicate to us that 

gravity is not present in a spaceship in the same way as it is on Earth? 

2. Quote two words from the first stanza that indicate that gravity is unpredictable. 

3. What is unusual about the tea in the second stanza? 

4. What is the meaning of ‘Their mouths agape for passing cakes’ (line 13)? 

5. ‘The milk describes a permanent parabola’ (line 18)? What is happening to the milk? 

6. What is the poet implying when he says ‘butter keeps the ceiling greased’ (line 23)? 

7. In the spaceship how could the hostess commit a ‘social misdemeanour’ (line 27)? 

8. Do you think the poem is light-hearted or serious? Why? 

9. Why do you think the poet chose to write a poem about tea in a spaceship? 
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SUGGESTED ANSWERS 
 

Suggested Answers: The Haiku 
1. This haiku is seven syllables, five syllables and seven syllables. 
2. Summer 
3. Possibly it is hot/middle of summer/sound made by the beetle is not loud (as though 

tired)/monotonous (doesn’t take much effort). 
4. The ‘cicada’ is given the human qualities of a musician/violinist – ‘scrapes with his bow’. 
5. The sound is harsh/shrill/a scraping sound. 
6. ‘listlessly’ – both the ‘s’ and ‘l’ sounds are examples of alliteration serving to slow down the 

pronunciation of the word and emphasise the meaning i.e. the lack of energy or lethargy suggested 
by the sound made by the cicada. Alliteration of ‘b’ throughout emphasises the bareness of the 
bough, and the play on words ‘bough’ and ‘bow’.   
[Note: the words ‘bough’ and ‘bow’ can be homophones. Are they in this poem? Explain why or why 
not.] 

 

Suggested answers: A Time to Talk 
1. Friendship is important; take time to talk to a friend. (2) 
2. Horse; hills; hoe  (3) 
3. Shouting at his friend suggests that he is too busy to meet for a chat / that his work is more 

significant than their friendship; his friend is someone he enjoys seeing and talking to / he goes for a 
‘friendly visit’ – he will spend time with him.  (2) 

4. He has pushed the hoe into the ground (with the blade in the air). (1) 
5. Plod  (1) 
6. Alliteration  (1) [10] 
 
Suggested answers: Exploring poetry 
 
Activity 1: 
Learners must show in their definitions that they understand that ‘connotations’ are the 
FEELINGS and IMAGES which we associate with certain words. These connotations are 
used by poets to create mood and atmosphere. When they are writing they need to 
apply this knowledge about the feelings words create. 
 
Activity 2: 
Check that everyone discusses the poem and negotiates the answers.  
Check that they complete these answers on their own later and mark these as a class exercise the next 
lesson. 
 
1. The focus for the poem is ‘the broken world’ and not him. The following lines define and describe that 

world. 
2. He means ‘in which I was born’. 
3. ‘sherded’, ‘broken bottles’, ‘rusty tins’, ‘littered earth’, ‘menace’, ‘traps’, ‘broken land’, ‘wasteplots’.  

The world is one of poverty and ugliness. It is a dangerous world, unsafe for children, a threatening, 
hostile environment. 

4. This is a difficult question but learners should be able to work out that when we grow up in a warm safe 
environment we are positive and optimistic about our future. Perhaps we even consider the world safe 
and warm until we have an experience that proves otherwise. However, it is much easier to be negative 
than positive, especially if we have grown up in a harsh environment. A negative and difficult childhood 
scars us and makes us cynical – even when we discover a warmer world later. 

5.  Own lines – must reflect their surroundings based on early memories. 
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Suggested answers: Tea in a spaceship 
1. He says a tablecloth is spread out anywhere when one is in space, and cannot be laid on a table. 
2. ‘wild air’ 
3. It will never grow cold, nor will the tea stay in the cups or spill a drop. 
4. The cakes float around in space so people would have to be open-mouthed in order to take a bite 

when the cakes pass them by.  
5. The milk forms a permanent curve as it floats in space. 
6. Without gravity, the butter will move upwards and spread on the ‘ceiling’ i.e. the top section of the 

spaceship.  
7. If she provides cake-forks, spoons or knives, because they are sharp and dangerous when floating 

around. 
8. Light-hearted. He is making fun of having a tea party, which is usually an elegant affair on earth / 

describing it in a humorous way. 
9. Own answer with reason.  
 


