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Public consultation survey for Draft Zero:  Global Strategy and Action Plan on Ageing and Health

Please send back to HealthyAgeing@who.int 

Please tell us about yourself. You are:  

□ Female 
√ Male 

□ Less than 25 years 

√ Between 25 and 59 years 

□ 60 years and over 

Nationality: French

Who do you represent? 
□ A governmental agency, such as a Ministry of Health or Ministry of social welfare

□ An international organization 


√ A civil society organization/non-governmental organization

□ A university/research institution/academic institution

□ An entity developing products, devices, technologies

□ Yourself 

□ Other. Please specify: 

Strategic objective:

The draft Global Strategy for Healthy Ageing includes five strategic objectives. 

How would you prioritize the strategic objective 1: Committing to foster healthy ageing?

□ Not a priority

□ A second-level priority 
√ A first-level priority

How would you prioritize the strategic objective 2: Aligning health systems to the needs of the older populations they now serve?

□ Not a priority

□ A second-level priority 
√ A first-level priority

How would you prioritize the strategic objective 3: Developing long-term care systems?

□ Not a priority

√ A second-level priority 
□ A first-level priority

How would you prioritize the strategic objective 4: Creating age-friendly environments?

□ Not a priority

√ A second-level priority 
□ A first-level priority

How would you prioritize the strategic objective 5: Improving measuring, monitoring and understanding?

□ Not a priority

□ A second-level priority 
√ A first-level priority

Please share any other comments, ideas or suggestions (optional).

"Healthy Ageing" doesn't mean anything clear in my community. "Healthy ageing" is convoluted: staying healthy while ageing? Strange. We hear that "Longevity" is being proposed as a replacement, it seems to us it is much better because then it makes sense, and also it provides guidance of where we are moving towards (the objective).
Strategic objective 1: 

Three priority actions have been identified for the strategic objective 1- Committing to foster healthy ageing 

· Establish and sustain commitment to strengthening capacities and abilities of older persons;

· Inform and engage opinion leaders on the value of healthy ageing;

· Strengthen national capacity to formulate evidence-based policies (connecting policy questions to research evidence).

In terms of prioritization for committing to foster healthy ageing:

Do you think that establishing and sustaining commitment to strengthening capacities and abilities of older persons is: 

□ Not a priority

□ A second-level priority 
√ A first-level priority

Do you think that informing and engaging opinion leaders on the value of healthy ageing is: 

□ Not a priority

□ A second-level priority 
√ A first-level priority

Do you think that strengthening national capacity to formulate evidence-based policies (connecting policy questions to research evidence) is: 

□ Not a priority

□ A second-level priority 
√ A first-level priority

For Strategic objective 1, do you think another first-level priority action should be added to this list? 

□ No 
√ Yes. Please specify: 
Promoting, translating and disseminating research to prevent and treat aging diseases and other ageing-related functional decline.

How should we measure progress in committing to foster healthy ageing (please check the measures you would find useful)? 

√ A new or updated comprehensive national healthy ageing plan that is part of an overall national health plan or ageing plan (national);

□ Country-set country-specific targets within the context of enhancing functional ability, that serves to unify disease or condition specific targets and those across multiple sectors (national);

□ A global mechanism supported by the country, that draws on countries and regions, for aggregating, sharing and using information to monitor progress against the GSAP (national, regional and global).

Do you think another measure of progress could be useful? 

□ No 
√ Yes. Please specify:
Some measure about increasing the healthy life expectancy rather than the unhealthy life expectancy.
· Yearly public and private investments on biomedical prevention on aging and associated diseases
How could you or your institution contribute to foster healthy ageing? 

Please share any concrete example of successful action you have taken or come across in committing to foster healthy ageing (optional).

Please share any other comments, ideas or suggestions (optional).

As indicated, "Healthy Longevity" makes sense to us, "Healthy Aging" not. Of course it is a matter of wording, but it indicates whether the goals are clear. To us, being healthy longer is good, for us and for the whole society.
Strategic objective 2: 

Three priority actions have been identified for the strategic objective 2- Aligning health systems to the needs of the older populations they now serve
· Ensure access to older-person-centred and integrated care;

· Orient systems around intrinsic capacity;

· Ensure a sustainable and appropriately trained health workforce.

In terms of aligning health systems to the needs of the older populations they now serve:

Do you think that ensuring access to older-person-centred and integrated care is: 

□ Not a priority

√ A second-level priority 
□ A first-level priority

Do you think that orienting systems around intrinsic capacity is: 

□ Not a priority

√ A second-level priority 
□ A first-level priority

Do you think that ensuring a sustainable and appropriately trained health workforce is: 

□ Not a priority

√ A second-level priority 
□ A first-level priority

For Strategic objective 2, do you think another first-level priority action should be added to this list? 

□ No 
√ Yes. Please specify: 
We need to create a large pipeline from biomedical (animal, in vitro and in silico) research to humans. *That* is what needs to be established. The rest is of second-level or third-level priority to us.
How should we measure progress in aligning health systems to the needs of the older populations they now serve (please check the measures you would find useful)? 

□ A proportion of older people are given a comprehensive assessment that looks to optimize their functional ability, irrespective of their point of entry to health system or social service (individual); 

√ Core geriatric and gerontologic competencies integrated in all health curriculums (national);

□ All older people who need palliative care, obtain it (individual). 

□ Home based interventions are available for older populations (individual). 

Do you think another measure of progress could be useful? 

□ No 
√ Yes. Please specify:
Indicators of spendings and results of biomedical research towards more healthy years in our life.

How could you or your institution contribute to aligning health systems to the needs of the older populations they now serve? 

Please share any concrete example of successful action you have taken or come across in aligning health systems to the needs of the older populations they now serve (optional).

Please share any other comments, ideas or suggestions (optional).

The first way to align systems is to find treatments for needs. So far there is no obvious cure for Alzheimer's, no cure for many aging-related diseases and frailty. Addressing "ageing challenges" should, in our view, start with that.
Strategic objective 3: 

Three priority actions have been identified for the strategic objective 3- Developing systems for providing long-term care 

· Establish the foundations for a system of long term care;

· Ensure a sustainable and appropriately trained long-term care workforce;

· Ensure the quality of long-term care.

In terms of prioritization for developing systems for providing long-term care: 

Do you think that establishing the foundations for a system of long term care is: 

□ Not a priority

√ A second-level priority 
□ A first-level priority

Do you think that ensuring a sustainable and appropriately trained long-term care workforce is: 

□ Not a priority

√ A second-level priority 
□ A first-level priority

Do you think that ensuring the quality of long-term care is: 

□ Not a priority

√ A second-level priority 
□ A first-level priority

For Strategic objective 3, do you think another first-level priority action should be added to this list? 

□ No 
√ Yes. Please specify: 
Biomedical efforts to postpone and avoid long-term-care.

How should we measure progress in developing systems for providing long-term care (please check the measures you would find useful)? 

□ A clear, assigned responsibility for the development of a system of long-term care and planning how this will be achieved (national);

√ An equitable and sustainable mechanism for financing long term care (national, individual);

□ Support mechanisms for all caregivers, such as offering respite care and accessible training or information resources (individual); 

□ Quality of care standards in place and clarity on how this will be achieved (national). 

Do you think another measure of progress could be useful? 

□ No 
√ Yes. Please specify:
The ratio of amounts spent on extending the HEALTHY life expectancy to amounts spent on extending the UNhealthy life expectancy.

How could you or your institution contribute to developing systems for providing long-term care? 

The question is somewhat misleading. We would contribute to ***NOT*** providing long-term care!

Please share any concrete example of successful action you have taken or come across in developing systems for providing long-term care (optional).

Please share any other comments, ideas or suggestions (optional).

Having citizen's taxes used for prevention and cures would make more sense than what we see in the current zero draft.
Strategic objective 4: 

Three priority actions have been identified for the strategic objective 4- Creating age-friendly environments 

•
Combat ageism;

•
Enable autonomy; 

•
Support Healthy Ageing in all policies, at all levels of government. 

In terms of prioritization for creating age-friendly environments:

Do you think that combatting ageism is: 

□ Not a priority

√ A second-level priority 
□ A first-level priority

Do you think that enabling autonomy is: 

□ Not a priority

√ A second-level priority 
□ A first-level priority

Do you think that supporting Healthy Ageing in all policies, at all levels of government is: 

□ Not a priority

□ A second-level priority 
√ A first-level priority

For Strategic Objective 4, do you think another first-level priority action should be added to this list? 

□ No 
√ Yes. Please specify: 
Amount spent on testing HEALTHY life extension solutions in the daily life.

How should we measure progress in creating age-friendly environments? 

□ New or updated national legislation and enforcement strategies against age-based discrimination (national);

□ Number of age-friendly cities or communities has been established in each Member State and percentage of population 60 years and over they cover (regional and national); 
√ All older persons have affordable access to services or aids that facilitate functioning, such as assistive technologies (individual); 

□ National regulations or programs exist that ensure all older people are protected from poverty, for example through social protection schemes (national). 

Do you think another measure of progress could be useful? 

□ No 
 √Yes. Please specify:
Amount spent on testing HEALTHY life extension solutions in the daily life.

Please share any concrete example of successful action you have taken or come across in creating age-friendly environments (optional).

Please share any other comments, ideas or suggestions (optional).
Strategic objective 5: 

Three priority actions have been identified for the strategic objective 5- Improving measuring, monitoring and understanding 
· Agree on metrics, measures and analytical approaches for Healthy Ageing;

· Improve understanding of the health status and needs of older populations; 

· Increasing understanding of Healthy Ageing trajectories and what can be done to improve them. 

In terms of prioritization for improving measuring, monitoring and understanding:

Do you think that agreeing on metrics, measures and analytical approaches for Healthy Ageing is: 

□ Not a priority

□ A second-level priority 
√ A first-level priority

Do you think that improving understanding of the health status and needs of older populations is: 

□ Not a priority

√ A second-level priority 
□ A first-level priority

Do you think that increasing understanding of Healthy Ageing trajectories and what can be done to improve them is: 

□ Not a priority

□ A second-level priority 
√ A first-level priority

For Strategic Objective 5, do you think another first-level priority action should be added to this list? 

□ No 
√ Yes. Please specify: 
Amount spent on testing HEALTHY life extension solutions in the daily life.

How should we measure progress in improving measuring, monitoring and understanding? 

√ Consensus occurs on metrics, measurement strategies, instruments, tests and biomarkers for key concepts related to healthy ageing (global);
√ Adoption and use by National Statistics and or Health Statistics Offices (national);

□ Regular, nationally representative population surveys of older people that assess functional ability; intrinsic capacity; need for health; long-term care; need for broader environmental changes within each country (national);

√ More evidence on what can be done to support people with relatively high and stable capacity, those with declining capacity and those with significant losses of capacity (global). 
Do you think another measure of progress could be useful? 

□ No 
√ Yes. Please specify:
Amount spent on testing HEALTHY life extension solutions in the daily life.

Please share any concrete example of successful action you have taken or come across in improving measuring, monitoring and understanding (optional).

Please share any other comments or suggestions on how to ensure that the Global Strategy and Action Plan considers what can be done to support ageing and health worldwide (optional).

Please share any other comments, ideas or suggestions (optional).

Intrinsic health is one of the most precious wealth and it seems to us it should be the priority to address aging challenges. The challenges are here because facing aging at such a level is new. Biomedical science is a logical means to face the ongoing challenges.
Thank you for your participation!

Your comments will help draft the Global Strategy and Action Plan on Healthy Ageing which will be discussed in Geneva on 29-30 October 2015. 

Please send survey to healthyageing@who.int or provide any other suggestions.
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