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Sabbath and festivals, applies from evening to evening, and not from
morning to morning. However, he did not see the story of creation as a
halachic matter, so he allowed himself to interpret it according to what
he considered a peshat.

I have shown in the article that Ibn Ezra too disagrees sometimes
with Chazal's interpretations of narrative — not halachic — matters. If so,
then why does he not permit the same to Rashbam? This is due to the
small Hebrew word "ki" (°2). This word expresses in the Torah (For our
case, see Ex 20:10; 31:17) a dependence of reason between the Sabbath
of God in the creation story and the commandment to the Israelites to
observe the Sabbath. The meaning of "ki" thus required Ibn Ezra to write

the "Epistle of the Sabbath".



Abstract

Simcha Kogut
The Interpreter's Obligation to the Peshat or to the
Halakhah

This research deals with the "Epistle of the Sabbath", written in 1158
by Rabbi Abraham Ibn Ezra. The text is familiar to us in several
publications. We used the one edited by Samuel Leib Goldenberg
(Prague, 1899) and published in Kerem Hemed (IV., p. 158 et seq.).
Ibn Ezra actually speaks of two letters: one, which he received in his
dream from the Sabbath, by messenger, and the second, which he wrote
against an erroneous interpretation that preceded the day to the night in
the story of the creation of the world. In this letter - or in the "Epistle"
- Ibn Ezra protects the halachic framework of the Sabbath, which that
interpretation shattered, according to the Sabbath's claim. Ibn Ezra
does not mention the name of the commentator, but — according to his
time and to the interpretations proposed for the verse, "And there was
evening and there was morning", which repeats in every day in the
story of Creation — it turns out that the "dangerous" commentator is
Rashbam (Rabbi Shmuel Ben Meir).

This identification has an important supporting proof: the fact that
Rashbam's commentary is cut abruptly in the verse dealing with the sixth
day, and is missing up to Genesis 18. We should consider the possibility
that Ibn Ezra's letter may have influenced someone to tear off a group of
pages from Rashbam's commentary.

It can be assumed that Rashbam did not intend to disagree with the

halakhah, according to which, the designation of day, including the
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