JAG August 27 Meeting Notes

I am very sorry I am not able to be at today’s JAG, but I am attending a family event that could not be rescheduled.  John asked me to provide my feedback about the various items on our agenda.  I have tried to do so item by item.
In General: I continue to support the consensus recommendations of the Landscape Committee regarding allocations and management issues.   
Guidelines for LSD and OFSZ: I favor language that includes reference to features that can be measured and monitored.  
Recommendation bloc 1) Allocations 2-5, 8, and 13-19: Unconditional Support for the Landscape Comm Recommendations regarding these allocations and for the Campground Buffer management measures as per my memo last month. 

Recommendation bloc 2) Allocations 1, 6, and 12: 

1. Highway 20: This proposed late seral development area near Highway 20 is adjacent to one of our most easterly old growth areas.  It was recommended for designation to provide a buffer for this old growth stand and was drawn based on topography.  This area currently does not have a large component of large trees, with Management Plan Map Figure 8 indicating most of the proposed LSD with 2-3 trees per acre (TPA) > 30”, with a small component having 6-8 TPA > 30 inches. The area is fairly exposed and mostly west facing.  Designating this LSD will provide a long-term research opportunity to develop late seral on the most easterly part of JDSF starting from a relatively young stand.  Thus it provides an opportunity to both provide a much needed buffer to the old growth grove and to develop LS from a stand unlike most other LSD areas proposed for designation. Developing LS here would provide information and demonstration relevant to a large number of acreages in the region with similarly poor starting stands and is conveniently located for field trips.  Members of our Science Panel indicated that there is very significant interest among forestland owners in how to develop old forest conditions.  

 Unconditional Support for designating this LSD area as previously recommended unanimously by the Landscape Commitee.   

6. Waterfall Grove: This extension of the already designated LSD area south of the old growth Waterfall Grove west of West Chamberlain Creek would extend a late seral area that begins with two small old growth areas and LSD to the north west, which then link to the Waterfall Grove.  The proposed area is drawn along topographic lines and is specifically drawn to include existing older forest features.  MP Map Figure 8 indicates this area has 12-15 TPA >30” DBH.  It is important to designate this area LS and not just OFSZ to create a more ecologically significant late seral area in this east central region of JDSF, which is significantly different from other regions of JDSF.  For instance, according to MP Map Figure 3, this area is Soil Type Maymen (if I am distinguishing greens correctly) and Threechop/Ornbaum as opposed to Soil Type mostly Irmulco/Tramway and Vandamme in the Camp3/Brandon Gulch area.  MP Map Figure 4, Site Class, indicates this area is mostly Site Class IV, with some III, while Brandon/Camp 2 is mostly Site Class II.  Thus development in this stand, which is more typical of site classes in Mendocino County forestland generally than is Brandon Gulch, is likely to be different from the LSD designated further west in JDSF.   This area should nevertheless develop relatively quickly in that it is mostly east to northeast facing and has a strong stand of older trees to begin with.  This area is popular with visitors. 

Unconditional Support for designating this area Late Seral Development as previously recommended unanimously by the Landscape Committee.   

12. Brandon Gulch THP: The THP that has recently been implemented was designed as late seral development.  The JAG has acknowledged that late seral conditions will take time to develop.  Therefore, maintaining this area in late seral is logical, to determine whether the prescription already applied has been effective in contributing to late seral development at this site.  To designate otherwise forecloses scientific monitoring of the methods applied.  Of course, this area is also highly used for recreation and will form an important core of late seral development in this section of JDSF.      

Unconditional Support for designating this area Late Seral Development as previously recommended unanimously by the Landscape Committee.   

Recommendation bloc 3) Allocations 7, 10, 11, 21, and 22:

7. Indian Springs Fire Study Reserve: Our demonstration forest has been given a highly unusual opportunity to conduct a long-term study of the effects of a naturally occurring fire of the sort that was probably typical of fires in this region prior to systematic fire suppression.  The proposed study area has three similarly sized areas with similar aspects and three levels of burn intensity.  We have a significant level of pre-burn information on the area because of the previously proposed THP.  Further, it is conveniently located for study and field trips.  The beneficial effect of fire is a subject that is often raised in discussion of management regimes.  If we carry through the proposed THP in this area rather than designate it as a Fire Study Reserve, I would question whether we deserve to call ourselves a Demonstration State Forest.   

Unconditional Support for designating this as the Indian Springs Fire Study Reserve.

10. East “Thumb” of Camp 6 THP:  The Landscape Committee had a long and comprehensive discussion of this area and we unanimously (of those present) concluded it should be designated OFSD to provide better contiguity to already designated OFSD and LSD.  Nothing has changed my mind about this.

Unconditional Support for designating this area OFSD.

11. Brandon Gulch headwaters:  Again, the Landscape Comm had a very long discussion about this area and decided, with majority support, to designate this area as LSD subsequent to implementation of the current Volcano THP.  For me, it is important to do this because the area encompasses the various branches of the headwaters of the Brandon Gulch THP area, which we designated as LSD.  Protecting the headwaters will avoid having watershed effects occurring that will be hard to accurately identify and quantify as the area further downstream develops as late seral.  Identifying and understanding the mechanisms of late seral development will be difficult enough without confounding the analysis with effects drifting downstream.  Please don’t tell me the WLPZ will be LSD anyway—I get that.  This designation would protect more than just the stream zone.   
Unconditional Support for designating this area Late Seral Development.

21. Camp 3 THP Out-area:  I have provided documentation that the original THP, 99-459, submitted by CDF forester Fay Yee drew this area out of the adjacent THP as did the more recent THP submission.  The THP maps clearly show this area to be both Inner Gorge and >70% slope.  Further it drops directly to the NFSF Noyo and Road 360, the major recreation road along the river.  Everything around this is designated LSD.  The Landscape Comm determined it was a simple oversight on our part that it had not been included in our previous recommendations and we unanimously recommend designating it LSD.  Doing otherwise would be a pointless exercise.

Unconditional Support for designating this area Late Seral Development.

22. West Portion of Volcano THP: Landscape had a long discussion about this area and did not reach consensus.  Vince originally proposed LSD.  Linwood strongly argued for it to stay in the matrix.  I understand Linwood’s argument, having briefly articulated it once myself.  But on balance, I would prefer to see this area designated LSD.  Although not the headwaters, per se, using matrix forestry in this area will influence downstream and provide a confounding factor in analyzing late seral development in Brandon Gulch, as discussed in 11, above.  Designating it LSD would likely facilitate more definitive data on late seral development over time. 

Strong Support for designating this area Late Seral Development. 
