May 21, 2010

Revise of Integration Team Landscape Committee Documents

Section 6 Insert 


Section 6. Other Recommendations from Landscape Committee
By consensus, the Landscape Committee recommends the following regarding landscape-related management measures:

1. Maintain NSO Nest Tree Buffers

Management Measure: Until at least the next major review of the JDSF Management Plan, maintain standard 18-acre Forest Practice Rule buffer zones anchored on NSO nest trees for a minimum of ten years after the site was last confirmed occupied.

Purpose: To test whether or not Northern spotted owls will reoccupy nesting and roosting areas after they have apparently been abandoned.

2. Buffers for Old Growth Outside Reserves

Management Measures: Any exceptions to the following will need approval by, at least, the Assistant Forest Manager and RPF, and will require a field visit. Exceptions may include the need for removal of buffer trees for safety.  Apply all of the following.

· In all harvests, buffer all old growth conifers and hardwoods by, at a minimum, maintaining trees that appear to have intermingling limbs, or at some point in time, will grow to have intermingling limbs.

· Additionally, determine whether any old growth tree exhibits attributes (as described in the old growth definition) that may biologically benefit from additional buffering:  Assess the attributes, and pick buffering trees that best enhance or protect them, if needed.    (NOTE: Take care to fully reflect on the OG attributes and fairly assess the best method/tree-trees available for buffering purposes.  Retained buffer trees should be those that will be healthy and wind firm subsequent to the harvest. Common attributes to review are cavities, large limbs and flat tops.
· For old growth trees that have immediate same aged replicates (side-sprouts): leave all same-aged/similar-aged side sprouts. [Language subject to clarification.] 
· Unless operationally impossible to do so safely or without damaging other important resource values, maintain an equipment exclusion zone at least thirty (30) feet from the trunk of any old growth tree.
Rationale: To attempt to ensure that all old growth trees outside Old Growth Reserves are protected from potential damage during harvest operations, the Landscape Committee recommends special management measures for buffering old growth trees.  While these measures are generally based on concepts in the recently revised Old Growth Screen Tree policy of the Humboldt Redwood Company, they are more protective.  This is justified for the following reasons:

1. JDSF is public land that is required to be managed for multiple goals, as identified in the Management Plan beginning on Page 18.  Relevant to the recommendation of these management measures, these include: #2 Forest Restoration; #3 Watershed and Ecological Processes; and #5 Recreation and Aesthetic Enjoyment.

2. Additionally, according to Chapter 9 (page 265), Lessons from the Redwoods, in the book The Redwood Forest, edited by Reed Noss on behalf of the Save-the-Redwoods League (2000): 

“Protection of redwoods in parks and other reserves has not sampled the various [plant] associations equally.  Some types of redwood forest are unrepresented.  For example, 10.75 percent of the redwood forests in the southern section is in the highest category of protected areas, compared to 5.76 percent in the northern section and only 1.36 percent in the central section.” 

According to the map on page 42 of this book, the HRC lands are located in the northern section, while JDSF is located in the central section with the smallest proportion of protected acres for redwoods.

Old growth resources deserve a very high degree of protection at JDSF because of both the multiple management goals of the forest and its location in an area that is not served by a high degree of redwood protection.

Although information on other conifers and hardwoods is not as readily available, the general lack of public land in the redwood region of Mendocino County suggests that protection for old growth of all species is also warranted.

3. Create New Growth and Yield Model

Recommendation: Within the Center of Excellence focused on Silviculture, undertake the following:

Develop and test a growth and yield model for un-even and even-aged stands in the redwood region that not only is capable of making accurate projections out to 100 years and beyond, but also takes into account landowner returns as affected by log quality variations. 

Rationale: In the course of our work, the Landscape Committee was often frustrated by the limitations of existing growth and yield models.  Department practitioners and other forest managers regularly warned us not to rely on any model projection past approximately 40 years.  Additionally, many relevant points of information could not be modeled with available tools.  Jackson appears to be the ideal place to undertake the long-term studies needed to rectify the shortcomings of existing models.  Such a project appears to be consistent with the proposed Center of Excellence #3 regarding Silviculture. 
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