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Guidelines for Timber Harvest in Older Forest Development Areas
 

Harvest on Older Forest Development Area should utilize single-tree and group selection, and commercial thinning as defined in the Forest Practice Rules with the following provisions and conditions applied. Precise silvicultural prescriptions should be made based on site specific conditions.
 

· Manage for structural characteristics of older forest, which include large trees, snags, down logs, multiple canopy layers, and a high level of structural diversity.

· Manage stands under an uneven-aged silivicultural system to recruit these structural conditions and wildlife habitat elements, and at the same time, to grow and produce timber through careful thinning and periodic replacement of large trees. 
· Retain old growth trees as defined in the JDSF Management Plan. 

· Depending on the planned re-entry period and site specific conditions, the percentage of basal area removal should range from 25-40%. 
· Emphasis should be on reducing competition between co-dominate crown classes. Retention trees will be determined based on live crown ratio, overall vigor, unique structural characteristics and their contribution to horizontal and vertical diversity.  

· Approximately 20% of the post-harvest basal area should be comprised of trees over 40” dbh. Where this condition cannot be met, no trees over 40” should be removed, unless under special circumstances, and no more than 50% of the stems over 30” dbh should be removed. Special circumstances may include, but not limited to, such things as individual sprout clumps that have 2 or more trees 40” or greater, larger diameter trees that are in the intermediate crown class, or where removal of such tree would have less impact on the residual stand or reduce breakage.
· Where stand conditions are such that adequate regeneration cannot be achieved by single tree selection, small group openings should be used.  Openings should be kept as small aspossible, typically not greater than one and a half times dominant tree height in any direction, but not to exceed 2 acres.  As the size of the openings increases beyond one-half acre, individual and/or small clusters of trees should be retained within the openings to provide desired structural characteristics. 
· There should be no upper limit of tree diameter which may, or may, not be harvested.
Guidelines for Timber Harvest in Late Seral Development Areas

 

The portions of this zone available for timber management would be managed on an uneven-aged basis to recruit these structural conditions and wildlife habitat elements. The form and amount of structural manipulation applied in these stands will vary according to the objectives for the given area. Active management may include light to moderate stand thinning, often of a variable nature, and other forms of stand management intended to achieve the desired conditions. 
Harvest on Late Seral Development Area should utilize single-tree selection as defined in the Forest Practice Rules with the following provisions and conditions applied. Precise silvicultural prescriptions should be made based on site specific conditions.

· Manage for structural characteristics of older forest, which include large old trees (greater than 150 years), large snags, large down logs, deformed trees, multiple canopy layers, and a high level of within-stand variability and both vertical and horizontal structural diversity. 
· Retain old growth trees as defined in the JDSF Management Plan. 

· Prescription emphasis will focus on: 1) accelerating the growth of dominant and co-dominant trees into larger size classes, 2) retaining and developing other basic elements of late-seral conditions such as deformity and decadence, 3) retaining trees of various vigor to maintain an on-going process of dead-wood elements recruitment and 4) Minimizing regeneration so that it is similar to natural levels in late-seral stands.
· Existing groupings or clumps of redwood will be the source of most harvested trees and most will be thinned to variable levels to promote random stem distribution and variable growth responses. 
· Entire clumps should not be removed to minimize establishment of a new cohort of regeneration. 
· It is anticipated stand management entries would be approximately 20 to 30 years apart.

· About 10 percent of the clumps should remain unthinned to promote slow tree growth, fine tree rings, and enhance heterogeneity in stand structure. About 10 percent of the clumps should be heavily thinned to create patchy diversity. 

· Promoted the development multiple tree layers to provide vertical structure. 
· Species composition should range from 65-90 percent redwood, 5-20 percent other conifers, and 0-15 percent hardwoods, depending on site quality. 
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