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From big to small - Conservation of Helena Rubinstein’s Miniature rooms collection at the Tel
Aviv Museum of Art

In 2018, 17 miniature period rooms, donated to the Tel Aviv Museum of Art by Helena
Rubinstein, were removed from display and placed in long term storage due to museum
renovations. In 2021 a new gallery was planned and constructed for the renewed display of the
collection.

Having been on public view continuously since 1968, this pause in the collection display
provided a rare opportunity to address a broad range of issues. These relate to the condition
of the rooms themselves, the objects inside them, and their future display infrastructures
which include an integrated adjustable lighting system and museum quality, maintenance-
friendly display cases.

To balance the breadth of the project with a tight timeframe, work on the collection the project
progressed on two parallel tracks: Preventive conservation measures focusing on the design
and construction of the display infrastructure of the rooms, including their integrated lighting
system; and an interventive approach focusing on structural stabilization, repair of major
elements, and

aesthetic improvements of individual rooms.

Despite a survey conducted on the miniature rooms to categorize and evaluate forms of
deterioration, surprises lay in store after treatment began that would affect the course of the
project. A great deal of testing and experimentation with unfamiliar techniques was necessary.
Modern technologies such as 3D printing were utilized to achieve accurate and often custom
made components for both interiors and exteriors. An oversight in lighting design offered
valuable lessons in preventive conservation and communication between museum
departments.

This complex and fascinating project required continuous reevaluation, making it an excellent
example for dynamic conservation treatments.
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Roni Ben-Ami graduated from Durham University in England with a Master’s Degree in the
Conservation of Archaeological and Museum Objects. They have done objects and paper
conservation work in a number of institutions, including the Chicago History Museum and the
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. They are currently a committee member for the Israeli Society
for Conservation and Preservation of Cultural Heritage. Roni has worked as an object
conservator at the Tel Aviv Museum of Art since 2020.
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The in-depth examination of paintings, often with the aid of advanced analytical and imaging
techniques, provides a wealth of new information related to their technical nature, history and
repair. Drawing upon selected case studies from the Tel Aviv Museum of Art painting Conservation
lab, the presentation will provide insight into the breadth of knowledge and often exciting
discoveries that may come to light through routine work at the lab.
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Lea Krief graduated from the National Heritage Institute (INP) in Paris where she specialized in
paintings conservation. The topic of her master’s thesis concerned the conservation of a 19th
century Tunisian painted chest for a Torah scroll (tik). As a freelancer, she took part in various
mural painting conservation projects, for historical or private monuments, and worked on easel
paintings for private clients. Lea has been working as a painting conservator at the Tel Aviv
Museum of Art since 2021.
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