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NAPM extends full solidarity to the protesting students at Jamila Milia Islamia and demands inquiry and action against 'harasser' HoD
Gender Just and Sexual Harassment Free Campuses is a Fundamental Right
11th Feb, 2019: National Alliance of People's Movements extends full solidarity with the students, mostly women, of the Jamia Millia Islamia University, in their struggle against the HoD of Applied Arts Department, who they allege is responsible for multiple reprehensible acts including sexual harassment of students. 

The students have been on a peaceful protest for about 10 days now, on account of the reported sexual harassment, threats and intimidation they face at the hands of current HoD, and also on account of favouritism, backdoor entries and administrative irregularities allowed for and by this particular Professor. What has complicated matters is that instead of standing by the aggrieved students and immediately addressing these grave complaints, the Jamia administration has largely ignored the severity of the incidents and the legitimate demands of the students. That the said Professor has been ‘sent on leave’ is not at all a justifiable response in the circumstances of the case. 
Shockingly, it has also come to our notice that the protesting women students were physically and sexually assaulted few days back, on the orders of the same HoD! One of the students has also been hospitalized. Unfazed by this, the women students continue their protest, even as students from different universities of the capital have joined the protest in rage and solidarity. 

It is the civic and constitutional duty of the faculty and administration to both acknowledge these efforts of students as well as take immediate notice and appropriate time-bound action whenever cases of violence or harassment come to their knowledge. Insensitivity and laxity on the part of the administration will only intensify the protests and affect the credibility of the institution. Also, it is such lack of prompt action by educational institutions which then pushes many women students who face repeated harassment and no redressal, to disbelieve institutions and due process. Universities must ensure that the same does not happen and effective, functional, sensitive, accountable mechanisms of redressal of all such complaints are instituted, both as a legal and ethical duty. 

We hope that in the courageous age of #Metoo, the powerful challenge by these students to the administration on the question of sexual harassment and discrimination, misuse of power by the HoD would change the way administration and bureaucracy make light of these cases.  Women and oppressed gender students in the past few years have risen up against the facade of 'equality' that Universities like to speak of, while continuing to perpetuate structures of patriarchy. Be it on the question of sexual harassment or questions of discrimination on grounds of caste or religion, women students have asserted themselves in a sharp political manner. 

In the case of Benaras Hindu University, Aligarh Muslim University, Punjab University, Delhi University, Jadhavpur University or Jamia, we stand inspired by the struggles of these young students, striving to puncture deeply entrenched patriarchy on campuses in multiple ways, democratize university spaces and ensure zero-tolerance of sexual or any form of harassment or violence on campuses. We salute and stand by the resistance put up by these women students in the face of repeated apathy, violence and sexual assault! 
NAPM, a pan-Indian alliance of people's movements earnestly calls upon the Jamia administration to immediately engage with the protesting students, consider their demands, fairly inquire into all the allegations and take prompt steps towards strict institutional and legal action against the HoD. The University is bound to ensure a safe, enabling, non-discriminatory and empowering space to all its students free of any form of physical or sexual violence and we hope the Jamia administration will do the needful immediately in this regard.
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