
G a l l e r y

h i m a l aya n  o r c h i d s
Hemlata Pradhan, ma rca

Limted edition GicLée Prints All images © 2009 Helmata Pradhan



I was inspired to paint flowers and plants ever since I was 12, when I first saw my father, 
Mr. Udai C. Pradhan’s sketches for his books on Indian Orchids. From a young child’s 
hobby turning into passion and now as a career as an artist, it has been about 25 years 
since I first started out. Through this magnificent, but often very difficult journey, I found 
myself and purpose in life. Being with plants and nature has not only filled me with hope, 
joy and contentment but most of all it has instilled in me a sense of responsibility towards 
the environment. 

The ever increasing human population and global consumption have lead to severe 
destruction of nature through the clearing of forests for building houses and growing 
food crops. Many plants like orchids and other rare species which thrive as epiphytes 
on forest trees are destroyed along with them. The ground flora also suffers as a result 
of habitat destruction. The complex web of life in the Himalayas and elsewhere in 
India is fast disappearing. My aim is to highlight the Indo-Himalayan orchids and other 
plants in nature that we are unwittingly losing. 

I hope that my work could inspire to bring about the awareness and action to save 
these wonderful, natural heritages of our planet. 

          Hemlata Pradhan, MA RCA
          Kalimpong, India, 2009
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Hairy lady’s Slipper Orchid
Paphiopedilum hirsutissimum 
(lindl.) Pfitz

Giclée print, edition of 50, signed and numbered
image size: 53cm x 72cm 
Paper size: 69cm x 88cm (height x width) 

G a l l e r y

this species also known as Hairy Lady’s slipper orchid is found in meghalaya and Arunachal 
Pradesh at elevations of 1000-1500m. it grows as epiphytes on rocks or trees in the sub-tropical 
Zone flowering during April–may and lasting for about 6 weeks.
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Snow Orchid
Diplomeris hirsuta (lindl.) lindl.

Giclée print, edition of 50, signed and numbered
image size: 52.6cm  x 72cm 
Paper size: 68.6cm x 88cm (height x width) 

commonly called the snow orchid due to its pure snow-white flowers, this species is found growing on 
rather steep and wet sandstone rocks in the tropical Zones in n.e. india, Bhutan and nepal. during the 
flowering season, the faces of the rocks look as if they have been covered with snow! sadly, this is one 
species that needs the attention of conservationists. since its habitat lies immediately beside the road on 
fragile sandstone cliffs, the population has now been seriously affected by frequent landslides, road repair 
operations and extension and now to top the list, is the upcoming teesta dam in sikkim, darjeeling Hima-
layas that threatens this subject and many other species of orchids of great scientific and aesthetic interest.
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Jenkin’s Dendrobium
Dendrobium jenkinsii Wall.ex. lindl.

Giclée print, edition of 50, signed and numbered
image size: 32cm x 40.7cm 
Paper size: 48cm x 56.7cm (height x width) 

Dendrobium jenkinsii thrives as epiphytes in open forests in the tropical Zones of Bhutan and india 
(sikkim, darjeeling, Arunachal Pradesh) at elevations of 250–1000m. the flowering time is in 
may and it lasts only for about a week.
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Venus Slipper Orchid
Paphiopedilum venustum (Wall.exsims) Pfitz.

Giclée print, edition of 50, signed and numbered 
image size: 53.7cm x 73.3cm 
Paper size: 69.7cm x 89.3cm (height x width) 

commonly known as the Venus slipper orchid or the snakeskin orchid, because of its mottled 
foliage, this highly ornamental plant was the first species in the Genus Paphiopedilum to be 
introduced in the plant world. it inhabits shady banks of streams and rivulets in the tropical and 
sub-tropical Valleys in eastern nepal, sikkim to meghalaya and Arunachal in india, Bhutan, Ban-
gladesh and china at 300-800m. they flower during the months of december–February. 
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Himalayan Windowsill Orchid
Pleione praecox (J.E.smith) Pfitz.

Giclée print, edition of 50, signed and numbered
image size: 66.1cm x 50.9cm
Paper size: 82.1cm x 66.9cm (height x width) 

Pleione praecox, also called the Himalayan Windowsill 
orchid, is a widespread autumn flowering species that 
carry large, beautiful, rose-pink flowers during october/ 
november. they can often be found fully covering 
branches of trees or moss covered rocky embankments at 
elevations of 1800-2000m in the Himalayas. 
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red Vanda
Renanthera imschootiana rolfe

Giclée print, edition of 50, signed and numbered 
image size: 36cm x 26.1cm 
Paper size: 52cm x 42.1cm (height x width) 

Van imschoot’s red Vanda is restricted to the state of manipur 
and neighbouring areas. it grows on small shrubs and trees a 
elevations of 300–500m flowering during spring. it is one of the 
loveiest species in india with limited distribution.
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Pineapple Orchid
Dendrobium densiflorum lindl. ex Wall.

Giclée print, edition of 50, signed and numbered 
image size: 55cm x 70.4cm 
Paper size: 71cm x 86.4cm (height x width) 

commonly known as Sungava (in nepali) or the Golden Bunch, this beautiful orchid is also called 
the Pineapple orchid. it is commonly found growing as epiphytes on trees of Schima wallichii, a kind 
of tropical oak in the Himalaya is sub-tropical Zones of n.e. india, nepal, Bhutan, myanmar, china 
and thailand. it grows at elevations of 800–1500m in flower during the months of April–may.



“Painting this hairy species was an experience I’ll never forget. I had made a lot of individual flower studies in the past years but when 
I saw that my father had created a complete habitat on his nursery wall and it flowered for him in a whole colony it totally impressed 
me and I had to sit down and paint it as I saw it. What fascinated me were the colours of the flowers-different shades of purple and 
green, which can hardly be seen in other Paphiopedilums and which makes this species look attractive in a bizarre kind of way. The 
dark purple hairs that cover the flower-bearing stem was a chore to paint as they had to stand out from the rocks in the background. It 
took me a whole year to complete this piece of work but I must say that the journey has been very worthwhile.”

Hairy Lady’s Slipper Orchid  
Paphiopedilum hirsutissimum (Lindl.) Pfitz

Giclée print, edition of 50, signed and numbered 
image size: 53cm x 72cm
Paper size: 69cm x 88cm (height x width) 

C ATA L O g U e

“It has been quite an experience to paint the Snow Orchid because painting them meant making friends with the monsoon torrents, 
landslides and the fearless, cheeky, monkeys! I have made quite a few trips to the habitat with my group sometimes to study the morphol-
ogy, sometimes to study the habitat and at times to observe the pollinators. The unprecedented showers, the overhanging cliff of fragile 
sandstones rocks, which not infrequently have the habit of falling down without warning, the mosquitoes and even snakes at night has 
not been in vain. This painting is very important to me as it is a culmination of all these trips, experiences and observations I put down 
in my sketch book and my mind’s eye.”

Snow Orchid
Diplomeris hirsuta (Lindl.) Lindl.

Giclée print, edition of 50, signed and numbered 
image size: 52.6cm x 72cm 
Paper size: 68.6cm x 88cm  (height x width) 
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“From all the Dendrobiums I have ever seen and painted, I had never experienced a Dendrobium so tiny and sweeter looking than this! 
The first thought that came to mind was—‘Wow! I’ve really got to paint this species. It looks so simple and it only has yellow and green!’ 
But when it came to really executing the final painting I was in a sweat as I realized that the plant was anything but simple. Firstly, the 
flowers were very delicate and the yellows of the flowers constantly changed with the changing light. Secondly, the pseudoblbs grew very 
close to each other thus forming a dense colony along with the roots. I also realized that this species had a certain ‘running’ pattern while 
it spread along the branches and trunks of the host tree and if I did not follow the pattern the painting would definitely look very messy 
and haphazard! And to top it all, the flowers lasted only for a week within which I had to at least make my colour chart etc. ready for the 
final painting! I began with a small sketch and then went on adding the pseudobulbs and flowers like a puzzle. The final painting took 
me almost three months to complete! I have never underestimated ‘tiny, small and sweet’ ever since!”

Jenkin’s Dendrobium
Dendrobium jenkinsii Wall. ex. Lindl.

Giclée print, edition of 50, signed and numbered 
image size: 32cm x 40.7cm 
Paper size: 48cm x 56.7cm (height x width) 

“I have grown up watching these very decent-looking plants flower in the greenhouses at home but to actually see them in the habitat has 
been a truly amazing experience! The soft moss, with the roots of the orchids gently playing hide and seek underneath it, the lush green 
bamboo grooves,the silver leaves of chestnut trees and the mist rising from the nearby rivulets lent such a soft and poetic touch that I was 
deeply moved to put it on paper. The end result was this piece of work which I call my favorite poem! I hope that those who see this 
will enjoy it as much as I did in painting it.”

Venus Slipper Orchid 
Paphiopedilum venustum (Wall.exsims) Pfitz.
 
Giclée print, edition of 50, signed and numbered 
image size: 53.7cm x 73.3cm 
Paper size: 69.7cm x 89.3cm (height x width) 



C ATA L O g U e

“I have painted Pleione praecox at Kew and also in nature and the difference in sizes and intensity of colors of the flowers on cultivated 
plants and those flowering in nature are remarkable. This painting done over a period of two years has taught me patience and I cannot 
convey in words the deep sense of joy I experienced on its completion. Nature, I realized, renews and rejuvenates itself in wonderful 
cycles so profound yet so simple, so complete.”

Himalayan Windowsill Orchid
Pleione praecox (J.e.smith) d.don

Giclée print, edition of 50, signed and numbered 
image size: 66.1cm x 50.9cm 
Paper size: 82.1cm x 66.9cm (height x width) 
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“The branching spike of this magnificent species can often attain 90cm or more and the multitude of flowers appearing like a shower 
last for a long time. The red flowers of this species remind me of Earth and the lovely vermillion that married Indian women put on their 
foreheads. I have been painting this species since I was in school and I have always felt the thrill of the vibrant colour fill me with energy 
and enthusiasm.”

Red Vanda
Renanthera imschootiana rolfe

Giclée print, edition of 50, signed and numbered 
image size: 36cm x 26.1cm 
Paper size: 52cm x 42.1cm (height x width) 
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C O n TA C T

shane suvikapakornkul

www.serindiagallery.com
email: serindiagallery@gmail.com

A B O U T  S e R I n D I A  g A L L e R y

serindia Gallery will open in July 2009 in Bangkok at oP Garden, a historic courtyard complex 
within steps from the oriental Hotel, the French Ambassador’s residence, and the soon-to-open Aman resort Bangkok.

Serindia gallery Co., Ltd. oP Garden, 4, 6 charoen Krung road 36, Bangrak, Bangkok 10500 tel: +66 89 495 5535  Fax: + 66 2 270 4228
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“Having mentioned Schima wallichi as the host tree, the one I have painted had happily settled on a Pomegrante tree amidst a Drynaria 
fern in one of our elderly neighbour’s front-yard. And when I say happily, I mean it! There was this giant plant with 14 spiked (plus some 
more in bud stage!) and flowering like there was no tomorrow! Painting the flowers has been quite a task because in this species several 
flowers make an inflorescence and each of them had to be studied with care because they fit in like a jigsaw puzzle. Missing out on one 
flower may make it look totally disbalanced. Also the uniformity of the yellow colour makes it difficult to decipher the lines of each flower 
clearly. But at the end of the day, although I could not fit in all the fourteen spikes, here it is on paper—an experience hat humbled me and 
for you all to experience and cherish!”

Pineapple Orchid
Dendrobium densiflorum Lindl. ex Wall.

Giclée print, edition of 50, signed and numbered 
image size: 55cm x 70.4cm 
Paper size: 71cm x 86.4cm (height x width) 


