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ABSRACT
            Clerodendrum cordatum D.Don is a new report from Kerala. The present finding is a part of Taxonomic investigation by the authors throughout Kerala. Authors found it from Sultans Battery of Wayanadu district, Kerala State.
INTRODUCTION

During the revisionary study of the members of Verbenaceae family in Kerala state, authors came across a   species called   Clerodendrum cordatum D.Don .This species is not yet reported from Kerala.
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In the taxonomic revision of Verbenaceae by Rajendran and Daniel(2002), Clerodendrum cordatum D.Don. is not reported from Kerala ,but reported from certain other states.. This is not a synonym of any other reported species from Kerala. Sasidharan (2004) and Nayar et al. (2006) did not include this taxon in their works. So this species is new addition to Kerala Flora.
Clerodendrum cordatum D.Don, Prodr. FL Nepal. 103.1825: C.infortunatum auct. Non L.1753; Blume,Bijdr.. 811.1825; C. fallax Lindl.in Edward’s Bot. Reg.30:t.19.1844; 
C. castaneaefoliumm Klotzch, Bot. Ergebn.Reise Waldemar 102,t.65.1862;Volkmeria infortunata sensu Roxb.,Fl. Ind.3:59.1832, non Clerodendrum infortunatum L.1753; C.villosum sensu Kanjilal & al.,Fl. Assam 3:488.1939, non Blume 1826; C. petasites auct. Non (Lour.)S.Moore 1926:A. Meeuse in Blumea 5:76.1942; Bor, Man. Indian Forest Bot. 303.1953;S.K. Verma Fl. Bhagalpur 310.1981.

      Small shrub, 1-3 m high; branchlets subterete 4- angular, purple-tinged; internodes 1.5-8 cm long. Leaves ovate-lanceolate, subtruncate at base, serrate-dentate along margins, acute at apex, 7-24x6-11 cm, pale green , villous on both surfaces; lateral nerves 6-8 pairs, distinct on both surfaces, , ascending at margin. Petioles cylindric, 1.5-14 cm long,villous.  Panicles terminal, composed of 5-8 decussate-opposite trichotomously branched cymes, 7-18x4 -8 cm. peduncles 2-3.6 cm long, 4-angular, densely villous; bracts, ovate, serrate along margins, acute at apex, 2.5-4x1-2 cm.  Flowers fragrant. Pedicels 0.5-1 cm long, purplish red.  Calyx 5-lobed; elliptic, about 1x0.5 cm, pubescent, overlapping.  Corolla hypocrateriform, 5-lobed, white - pink tinge; lobes oblanceolate, , 1-1.4x0.4-0.5 cm, tube narrow, cylindrical, about 
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1.5x0.2 cm, pubescent.  Stamens 4, didynamous; filaments slender, 2.6-3cm long, pink   ,anthers lanceolate, purple..  Ovary oblong, about 2x1 mm; style slender, about 4.5 cm long glabrous, greenish white, stigma 2-lobed; Drupes sub globose, about 1.5x1.2 cm, reddish, bluish black.

.

Habitat; Gregarious under shades of trees, in sandy spots, forest edges and clearings, waste places , roadsides and scrub jungles, below 1000 m,  

Distribution: Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Karnataka, Madhyapradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Orissa, Punjab, Sikkim, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh and W. Bengal. Now  in Kerala.
Fl. & Fr.: Dec.-June

Specimens examined:ANDAMAN7& NICOBAR ISLAND; S. Andaman, March 1901, R.L. Heinig 570: Havelock Island, 28.2.1916, C.E.C. Parkinson 1058 (CAL).ANDHRA PRADESH; Visakhapatnam Distr., Wash side-1, Bungalow-Anamtagiri, 910 m, 11.5.1964,G.V.Subba Rao 19495 (CAL,MH). KERALA ; Sultans Battery 930 m, 22-3-20 11, Sunilkumar. T  Field No;5443 (RHK-Regional Herbarium of Kerala, S.B College, Changanassery,Kerala.).W.BENGAL:Rangoroad.500m,29.4.1965.HSantapu&S.K.Mukherje 264(CAL)
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 FIGURE 2              Clerodenrum cordatum D.Don   Photo







