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A new species of Lindernia (Scrophulariaceae) 
from India 

V. V. SIVARAJAN* 

Summary. A new species, Lindernia manilaliana, from Calicut on the Malabar Coast of India, is 
described. 

In the course of the botanical survey of some areas of Malabar on the Western 
Coast of India, the author came across an interesting specimen of Lindernia, 
which does not fit any of the described species. It is here described as new 
and named in honour of the author's teacher Dr. K. S. Manilal. 

Lindernia manilaliana Sivarajan, sp. nov. L. hyssopioidi (L.) Haines et 
L. parviflorae (Roxb.) Haines, affinis sed habitu, foliis ovatis vel ellipticis, 
pedunculis brevibus, in statu fructifero non deflexis, calycis segmentis 
obtusis et staminodiis non lobatis differt. Typus: India Sivarajan 435 
(holotypus, K; isotypus, LWG). 

Annual herb, rooting at the lower nodes and branching from the base, 3-5 
cm tall; branches stout, 4-angled, glabrous. Leaves sessile, ovate or elliptic, 
sub-acute, entire or with a slightly uneven margin, glabrous, 3-5 veined from 
base, up to I x 

o.6 
cm. Flowers axillary, solitary; pedicels slender, about I cm 

long in fruit, not deflexed. Calyx divided to the base, segments oblong- 
obtuse, glabrous, 2"5 

mm long in fruit. Corolla 6-7 mm long, white with 
bluish blotches on both upper and lower lips; upper lip broad, shortly 2-fid 
at the tip; lower lip of three lobes, middle lobe larger, obovate, rounded at 
the apex. Perfect stamens 2, filaments glabrous, I mm long, anthers coherent 
below the upper lip, cells distinct; staminodes 2, linear with dense glandular 
hairs except at the acute tip, hairs with a short stalk cell and a globular tip 
of 4 cruciate cells; the ridge on the corolla tube below the insertion of the 
staminodes with 2-5 celled, club-shaped hairs. Ovary oblong; style filiform; 
stigma 2-lamellate. Capsules oblong-ellipsoid, acute at the apex, 5-6 mm 
long; seeds many, minute, ovoid or ellipsoid, reticulate. (Fig. I.) 

INDIA: Calicut, marshy banks of the Kallai river in the suburbs, 30 Aug. 
1970, Sivarajan 435 (K, holotype; LWG, isotype). 

Although a search was made, this species was not found anywhere else 
in the area. Rev. Father Saldanha (in a personal communication) informs 
me that he collected it in 1962 from North Kanara 'in pools on laterite 
plateau'. 

Though closely allied to L. parvflora and L. hyssopioides, L. manilaliana can 
be differentiated by the characters set out in Table I. 

Accepted for publication 22 July 1975. 
* Division of Plant Taxonomy and Herbarium, National Botanic Gardens, Lucknow, India. 
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FIG. I. Lindernia manilaliana Sivarajan. A, habit; B, leaf; C, calyx with the pistil; D, corolla 

opened; E, glandular hairs on the staminodes; F, club-shaped hairs on the staminodal ridge 
in the corolla tube; G, capsule with the persistent calyx and style; H, dehiscence of capsule; 
J, seed. 
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TABLE I. Differential characters for Lindernia hyssopioides, L. parviflora and 
L. manilaliana 

L. hyssopioides L. parviflora L. manilaliana 

Habit Slender, branches lax Slender, branches lax Stout, branches not lax 
Leaves Oblong to oblong- Oblong or lanceolate, Ovate or elliptic, sessile, 

lanceolate, upper sessile or petioled, up to I x o-6 cm, 
reduced, sessile upper ones smaller upper ones not reduced 

Pedicel Deflexed in fruit, Deflexed in fruit, Not deflexed in fruit, 
up to 3 cm long 2 cm long up to I cm long 

Sepals Linear-lanceolate, acute, Linear-lanceolate, acute, Oblong-obtuse, 
up to 4 mm in fruit 3 mm long in fruit 2 5 mm long in fruit 

Corolla 12 mm long 6 mm long 6-7 mm long 
Staminodes 2-lobed 2-lobed not lobed 
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