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POLICY No. 11
SCHOOL EDUCATION
Man is the wisest of all animals by virtue of only one thing- his extraordinary power of thinking and emoting. Stripped of this power, he will be no better species than multitudinous other ones. Except knowledge, all other animals have the same basic necessities as man has- food, shelter and covering. The third, of course, is naturally provided to them in the form of long hairs and fur to enable them to face advance weather conditions. In other words, we can say that man’s basic necessities are four in number and those are food, shelter, clothing and education. Education both formal and informal accounts for all his endeavours. That is why; the sensible and knowledgeable have been laying a lot of stress on its access to all human beings, though in varying degrees, throughout the various phases of recorded history.
	“The end product of education should be a free-creative man, who can battle against historical circumstances and adversities of nature.”
	These were the lines by one of India’s most influential scholars of comparative religion and philosophy, Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, which emphasises on the importance of education in one’s life. 
	The word “Education” has been derived from the Latin term “Educatum” which means the act of teaching and training. It has also come from another Latin word “Educare” which means “to bring up” or “to raise”. It has also originated from another Latin term “Eudcare” which means “to lead forth” or “to come out”. All these meanings indicate that education seek to vanish the good qualities in man and drawout the best in every individual. Education seeks to develop the innate inner capacities of the man. By educating an individual we attempt to give him some desirable knowledge, understanding, skills, interests, attitudes and critical thinking. In the other words, he acquires knowledge of history, geography, arithmetic, languages and sciences. He develops some understanding about the deeper things in life, the complex human relations and the cause and effect relationship and so on. He gets some skills in writing, speaking, calculating, drawing, operating some equipment etc. He develops some interests in and attitudes towards social work, democratic living, and co-operative management and so on. As an individual in the society, he has to think critically about various issues in life and take decisions about them being free from bias and prejudices, superstitious and blind beliefs. Thus, he has to learn all these qualities of head, hand and heart through the process of education. 
MEANING OF EDUCATION:
Rigved : Education is something which makes man self-reliant and selfless. 
Upanishad : Education is for liberation.
Bhagvad Gita : nothing is more purifying on earth than wisdom.
INDIAN PHILOSOPHERS:
Shankaracharya : Education is the realization of self.
Kautilya: Education means training of the country and love of the nation.
Mahatma Gandhi: by education, I mean an all-round drawing out of the best in the child and man body, mind and spirit.
Rabindranath Tagore: The widest road leading to the solution of all our problems is education.
Sir Aurobindo: Education which will offer the tool whereby one can live for the divine, for the country, for oneself and for others and this must be the ideal of every school which calls itself national.   
WESTERN PHILOSOPHERS:
Socrates : Education means the bringing out of the ideas of universal validity which are latent in the mind of every man.
Plato : Education is the capacity to feel pleasure and pain at the right moment. It develops in the body and in the soul of the pupil all the beauty and all the perfection which he is capable of.
Aristotle : Education is the creation of a sound mind in a sound body. It develops man faculty, especially his mind so that he may be able to enjoy the contemplation of supreme truth, goodness and beauty of which perfect happiness essentially consists of.
Rousseau : Education of man commences at his birth; before he can speak, before he can understand he is already instructed. Experience is the forerunner of the perfect.
Heinrich Pestalozzi : Education is natural harmonious and progressive development of man’s innate powers.                                                                                  
As the modern world is completely propelled by knowledge acquired by all means, education to all has become the focus of attention all over the world. Those countries, which cannot provide it equitably to all their citizens, are considered backward, however affluent and resourceful they may be materially. Illiteracy is identified as the root cause of most number of social evils. No human effort can address many of the problems, if education plays no role. It is keeping this in mind that the 86th Amendment in the Indian Constitution was made in 2002. Our country has really come of age by enforcing the right of children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009 from April 1, 2010. The enforcement of this right has a very symbolic and historic value, because it is a step ahead in the century- long struggle for universalising the elementary education.         
Though our country got independence more than six decades back, during the 1st two decades, we had been engaged in mending the damages done by the unthoughtful coercive rule. As foreign rulers wanted to make the optimum profit out of their mindless exploitation of the masses, they wanted the majority of Indians to remain illiterate and improvised. The poverty of people was used for their advantage in the form of cheap labour and the poor people of our country were employed both at home and abroad to produce a number of goods which won the rulers both name and prosperity. After our country started thinking of its priorities, the first of all that came to the fore was recognised as education. It was also noticed that education for children was the first step towards the empowerment of the common people. Over the years, the demand for children’s education has grown in startling proportion. Now, everybody, from the underprivileged and starving to the privileged and affluent, is of the view that knowledge, which comes by means of education, is a must for the all-round development of children.   
Education is the crucial plank to the process of development in any nation. Education empowers the citizens of a country to become active stakeholders in the functioning of the country. For the people of a nation to become conscious and conscientious participants in the process of development, it becomes imperative for them to have enough education so that they can gauge the real nature and implications of various schemes of the government. However, the process of imparting education cannot be started abruptly or at any point of time. Education has to be essentially imparted to people at the formative stage. Only then, the desired and can be properly met. Especially in a country like India where illiteracy is still a crucial factor, the importance of education becomes all the more pronounced.
Whenever one thinks of India in a historical context, the first thing that comes to one’s mind is the contribution it has made to field of knowledge from the times when human efforts towards its enrichment were quite unknown in many parts of the world. Since the beginning of recorded history of human civilisation, India’s stress on the necessity for broadening of human comprehensive has been traced. Education has always had a central position in India. Globalisation has a multi-dimensional impact on the system of education. It has underlined the need for reforms in the educational system with particular reference to the wider utilization of information technology, giving productivity dimension to education and emphasis on its research and development activities.
School is a formal organization and die main purpose for its existence is the education of boys and girls in the society. One of the main policy concerns is to revise educational structure which is compatible with sound pedagogic principles and theories of individual development and will facilitate the harmonious pursuit of a variety of objectives -social, economic, cultural and political -served by education in a modern society. In our ancient period we find that schools in India were not graded. The Brahmanic and the Buddhist schools and the Maqtabs and Madarsas of the Muslims were supported to provide limited forms of instruction, and anyone who wished to have education attended these schools irrespective of his age. These were in a sense single-teacher schools. The educational hierarchy in a systematic form was introduced in India by the Wood's Dispatch in 1854. Today India has the 10+2+3 educational pattern as recommended by the Education Commission (1964- 66) and the National Policy statements issued by the Central Government in 1968. There is a uniform educational structure in all parts of the country. Out of ten years of school education, 8 years of schooling are for elementary education which generally is sub-divided into lower primary and upper primary and two years of secondary' schooling.
STAGES OF SCHOOL EDUCATION:
Stage 1: Pre- Primary
Pre-primary stage is the foundation of child’s knowledge, skills and behaviour. The
completion of pre-primary education sends the child to primary stage. Primary
education is the first stage of compulsory education. It enables the children
to get prepared for future higher classes. 
The pre-primary stage consists of Preparatory class (pre-nursery), nursery, LKG and
UKG. LKG/UKG stage is also called as Kindergarten (KG) stage. At play schools, children are exposed to a lot of basic preschool learning activities that help them to get independent faster. These preschool activities help develop in children many self-help qualities like eating food themselves, dressing up, maintaining cleanliness and other such basic qualities. Pre-primary education has an essential part to play in every school system, though primary education in India is not a fundamental right. Age limit for admission in nursery is 2 years 6 months to 3 years 6 months. Age limit for LKG (Junior KG) is 3 years 6 months to 4 years 6 months and for UKG (senior KG) is 4 years 6 months to 5 years 6 months.
Stage 2: Primary Stage
[bookmark: _GoBack]The primary stage consists of Classes I to V. i.e. of five years duration, in 20 States/UTs namely Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, Orissa, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh, Delhi and Karaikal and Yaman regions of Pondicherry.  The primary stage consists of classes I-IV in Assam, Goa, Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu, Lakshadweep and Mahe region of Pondicherry.
Age limit for class I is 5 yrs. 6 months to 6 yrs. 6 months, for class II is 6 yrs. 6 months to 7 yrs. 6 months and so on. The enrollment in primary school starts from the age group of 6 years and continues till age 14. Elementary education mission in India looks after the facilities of the primary mode of education. The structure of primary school is preceded by pre-primary education and followed by secondary education. The subjects taught at the primary school include science, geography, history, math and other social sciences.
Stage 3: Middle Stage
The middle stage of education comprises of classes VI to VIII in as many as 18 States and Union Territories viz., Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh, Delhi and Karaikal region of Pondicherry; Classes V-VII in Assam, Goa, Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu, Lakshadweep and Mahe region of Pondicherry and Classes VI-VII in Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and Yanam region of Pondicherry. In Nagaland Classes V – VIII constitute the upper primary stage.
Stage 4: Secondary Stage
The Secondary Stage/ High school consists of Classes IX-X in 19 States/UTs. Viz., Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, Nagaland, Punjab, Rajasthan , Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh, Delhi and Karaikal region of Pondicherry.  The High School stage comprises classes VIII to X in 13 States/UTs viz., Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Goa, Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Orissa, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu, Lakshadweep and Mahe & Yanam regions of Pondicherry.  However, the Higher Secondary / Senior Secondary stage of school comprising classes XI-XII (10+2 pattern) is available in all the States/UTs though in some States/UTs these classes are attached to Universities/Colleges. Subjects in Secondary stage are Mathematics, Science, Social Science, English, Hindi or regional language of particular state.
Stage 5: Senior Secondary Stage
The Higher Secondary / Senior Secondary stage of school comprising classes XI-XII  (10+2 pattern) is available in all the States/UTs though in some States/UTs these classes are attached to Universities/Colleges. In senior secondary stage, students have to opt their subjects depending on their interests. Different streams are Medical, Non medical, Commerce and Arts.
	School is the place where a child experiences its first interactions with the outside world. Seen in this perspective, school education is of prime importance for the all-round development of children, because it is where they first access the requisite know-how essential for standing upto the demands of modern lifestyles. The best part about the proposed education system is that it aims at replacing the prevalent system of rote learning, which can by no means be a desirable method of learning. But while implementing the new system, the authorities should exercise enough caution and discretion so as not to rush things.    
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