
Time to hunt for Asteroids and Near Earth Objects! 

The 4th SGAC “Find An Asteroid” Search Campaign will be held from August 13th to September 17th, 2015.  

Don’t miss your chance to actively hunt for asteroids and Near Earth Objects (NEOs)!!! 

Why participate?  

- Be part of an international activity and help scientists protect Earth from asteroid/NEO threats! 

- Opportunity to be a discoverer! During last three years, 6 “provisional” level main belt asteroids 

and NEOs were discovered by SGAC’s FAA campaign participants!! 

So here’s your chance to discover one! 

How? 

- All you need is a computer with internet access 

- Team up with 3 to 5 of your friends, or if you don’t have a team, then we will group you with other 

space geeks from around the world! 

- Become an SGAC member if you’re not already. It’s fast and it’s free! 

- Fill out an application and describe what motivates you to participate. We will evaluate and select 

participants based on your answers. 

We appreciate your time, enthusiasm, and cooperation in this awesome international activity!! 

Don’t forget to apply before June 21st! 

Need more info? Check our page at http://www.spacegeneration.org/FAA2015 or contact us at 

asteroid@spacegeneration.org. 

What happens next? 

IASC (International Astronomical Search Collaboration) organizes different campaigns throughout the 

year and interested people from all around the world participate and cooperate. You will download 

Astronomica software which is provided free of charge by IASC and a user manual will be provided to learn 

how to use the program. IASC will send each team image sets approximately 3 times a week to be analyzed 

and each image set will take 20-30 minutes for analysis. The SGAC NEO team will be providing assistance 

to participants as well.Each team will then prepare a short report of their analysis and send it to IASC. 

Scientists will benefit from this cooperation and go through the reports to check for possible NEO 

discoveries and/or confirmations and will let us know if there is anything significant. In case of a 

“provisional” asteroid discovery, they will track the object for 3-6 years to analyze its orbit parameters 

and if confirmed, the discovering team will get to name the asteroid! 

Isn’t it so exciting?! 

It is indeed! Because during last three years, 44 teams from 37 different countries have made 6 

“provisional” main belt asteroid discoveries, 54 Main Belt Asteroid Discoveries, 171 NEO observations, 

and 39 NEO confirmations.  

Happy Hunting!!! 

 

http://spacegeneration.org/FAA2015
mailto:asteroid@spacegeneration.org

