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        Citizens Superintendent Search Committee  
DRAFT Meeting Minutes: May 11, 2011 – 6:00 p.m. 
             Board Room 
 

In attendance:  
Committee Members: Lissette Brizendine, Robert Bass, Kathy Donato, Jon Arguello, 
Kip Smith, Bruce Toms, Susan Bona, Paul Collins, Matt Thursam, Jay Polachek, 
George Schiro, Roger Allain, and Atlee Mercer  (Casmore Shaw was not in 
attendance) 
Attorney: Suzanne D’Agresta 
School Board Members: Cindy Hartig, Julius Melendez, Barbara Horn, and Tom Long 
Staff: Dana Schafer  
Public: Bob and Barb Gleason 
 

Start Ups: 
--Welcome/Context/Desired Outcomes/Agenda/Ground Rules 
--Approval of Minutes from Committee meeting on April 27, 2011 
 
Committee Chairman Lissette Brizendine provided a brief welcome to the group.  She 
reviewed the packet of information provided to each member, which included an agenda for 
the meeting, the draft minutes from the committee meeting on April 27, a list of candidates by 
name and number (1-28), and two articles (Leveling the Field from the American School 
Board Journal  - March 2010 and School District Does Away With Grade Levels; Students 
Craft Lesson Plans on FoxNews.com – February 11, 2009).  Committee members took a 
vote and unanimously agreed to follow the ground rules set at the last meeting. 
 
In the discussion about approval of the draft minutes from the committee meeting on April 27, 
2011,  Mr. Thursam made the suggestion that the tabulation included in the minutes be 
revised to only show the applicant’s number not their name for consistency purposes.  
Committee members felt that courtesy was shown to the candidates with the change on how 
the applicants’ resumes/information were saved and sent out for possible internet searches, 
and that this suggestion was not necessary.  As such, Mr. Polachek made a motion to 
approve the draft minutes from the committee meeting on April 27 as they were presented.  
Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all committee members voting in 
favor of it.  Mr. Mercer abstained from the vote as he was not at the last meeting.      
  
 
 
 
 



THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
817 Bill Beck Blvd. � Kissimmee � Florida 34744-4492 

Phone:  407-870-4007 ����  Fax:  407-870-4017 ����  www.osceola.k12.fl.us 
 
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS Interim Superintendent 
District 1 – Jay Wheeler Terry Andrews 
 407-390-0505  
District 2 –  Julius Melendez, Vice Chair 
 407-922-5113  
District 3 –  Cindy Lou Hartig, Chair 
 407-832-3999   
District 4 –  Barbara Horn  
 407-744-3009 
District 5 –  Tom Long 
  407-892-5836  

Student Achievement – Our Number One Priority 
Districtwide Accreditation by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 

School District Main Office:  817 Bill Beck Boulevard � Kissimmee � Florida � 34744-4492 � Phone: 407-870-4600 � www.osceola.k12.fl.us 
An Equal Opportunity Agency 

 
   

 
 

Phone Interview Information: 
--Committee members share responses gathered from phone interviews 
Mr. Toms made a motion to allow everyone three minutes of sharing time about the 
candidates.  Mrs. Donato seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all committee 
members in agreement.  Mr. Schiro encouraged the members to go back and listen all of his 
recorded interviews with the candidates again. 
 
Committee members provided the following information regarding the calls they made to the 
four selected applicants: 

• Wayne Alexander: 
o Mrs. Donato:  He was dismissed from Hernando County. 
o Mr. Allain:  Mr. Alexander shared without being asked that he was going 

through some complicated family issues at the time but they have now been 
resolved and he is ready to move back to Florida.  He seemed easy to talk to 
and very open.  He liked his viewpoints on labor/management communication. 

o Mr. Collins:  His research showed that the Board was not happy that Mr. 
Alexander was interviewing elsewhere.  He was not aware of any performance 
issues.  He seems aggressive in setting high standards, and worked his way up 
through the district. 

o Mr. Bass: While news articles said that he had a serious demeanor, he came 
across very open. 

o Mr. Schiro:  While he has a great breadth of knowledge and experience, his 
answers were deemed as “generic” responses. 
 

• Barbara McGann: 
o Mrs. Donato: She didn’t seem aware and up-to-date on such issues as Race to 

the Top, Senate Bill 736, and our teacher evaluation system.  Because of her 
lack of academic knowledge, she would take some time to “get up to speed.” 

o Mr. Arugello: She seemed to not want to answer the questions.  His primary 
concern is that she might be inflexible. 

o Mr. Schiro: She answered questions honestly and intelligently by getting to the 
point.  She did not come across as inflexible.  She does have experience that 
would give her some academic knowledge.  

o Mr. Collins: Her military experience might make her come across as controlling.  
She does not have principal or teaching experience. 

o Mr. Allain: He was impressed and thought she answered the questions well.  
He was concerned about how regimented she would be given her length of 
time in the military. 
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o Mr. Bass: She was sharp and easy to talk to on the phone. 
   

• Portia Bonner: 
o Mr. Arguello:  She understands the diversity of our district, and it was apparent 

that she had done research on our county.  She answered the questions well 
and showed a lot of flexibility.  She mentioned several interesting programs.   In 
the discussions, this candidate seemed to understand teacher concerns that he 
brought up. 

o Mrs. Brizendine: She is familiar with Race to the Top and well-versed in 
national initiatives.  A weakness would be her knowledge on how to meet the 
needs of diverse students.  There seems to have been a problem with 
communication and how to effectively deal with different personalities on a 
Board. 

o Mr. Schiro: She came across as a caring and insightful person, but not 
someone that is full of energy or innovative. 

o Mr. Collins: He was not impressed with her past work history that seemed to 
involve bitter breakups and communication issues.  

o Mr. Thursam: She never returned his phone call.  
 

• Shannon Goodsell: 
o Mr. Arguello: He was very political in his answers.  He came across very smart, 

realistic, and had some good ideas. 
o Mr. Schiro: He came across as someone with high energy and a person who 

gets things done. 
o Mr. Collins: The same day he submitted his resume, he was asking for a one-

year contract extension where he is currently, which is a small rural school 
district. 

o Mr. Thursam: He seemed to have plenty of energy but wasn’t very impressed.  
He does not have facilities experience. 

o Mrs. Donato: This candidate called her to ask about such things as Race to the 
Top and Senate Bill 736.  He has a good knowledge of Marzano, and seems to 
have a lot of energy. 

o Mr. Bass: His research showed that Dr. Goodsell was arrested for allegedly 
trying to stop a police investigation regarding some of his employees.  The 
outcome of the case wasn’t known. 

 
Mr. Schiro made a motion to keep all of the four candidates in the running.  Mrs. Donato 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a vote of 12 in favor and 1 against (Mr. 
Thursam). 
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Review of Applicants 15-28: 
--Review qualifications 
--Select applicants for preliminary short list 
--Procedures for contacting the candidates 
 
In a review of the candidates #15 – 28, Mrs. Brizendine asked committee members to weigh 
in on each person with the following numeric system: 
 0= doesn’t meet qualification 
 3= would like additional information on person 
 5= person is worthy of being considered 
 
Mr. Schiro referenced the two articles in the packet as they related to Applicant 16 – Roberta 
Selleck.  The articles discussed her experience and success with a significant new way of 
thinking about advancing students by level/proficiency in individual subjects. 
 
The tabulation was as follows: 
 Name              Score 
Applicant 15 – Jesse Rodriguez   0   
Applicant 16 – Roberta Selleck   33   
Applicant 17 – Charleen Burke Thompson  0 
Applicant 18 – Jill Dobrowansky   0 
Applicant 19 – Christopher Quinn   28 
Applicant 20 – Carlos Lopez    17 
Applicant 21 – James Browder   29 
Applicant 22 – Thomas Geismar   36 
Applicant 23 – Craig Fiegel    28 
Applicant 24 – Adam Galvin    3 
Applicant 25 – David Pastrick    6 
Applicant 26 – Chris Hammill    23 
Applicant 27 – Karyle Green    43 
Applicant 28 – Ralph Teran    38 
 
**Note: Mr. Arugello initially voted incorrectly for Applicants 19 and 20.  The above tabulation 
shows the correct scores. 
 
Mr. Schiro made a motion to include five or more candidates to move on for further 
consideration.  Mr. Mercer seconded the motion.  The motion passed with 10 members in 
favor and 3 against (Mr. Allain, Mr. Polachek, and Mr. Smith). 
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Mr. Toms made a motion to consider candidates with a score of 29 or higher.  Mr. Mercer 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all committee members voting in favor of it. 
 
As such, the following applicants will move forward with phone interviews by committee 
members: 
Applicant 16 – Roberta Selleck  
Applicant 21 – James Browder 
Applicant 22 – Thomas Geismar 
Applicant 27 – Karyle Green 
Applicant 28 – Ralph Teran 

 
Closing: 
--New Business 
--Plus/Delta Chart 
 
Mr. Allain voiced that he did not appreciate being audiotaped for the meeting. 
 
Mrs. Brizendine asked committee members to provide any comments/feedback for a Plus/Delta Chart.  The 
following individuals provided comments: 
 --Mrs. Donato: By everyone honoring time limits, the meeting was not as long as the last one. 

--Mr. Mercer: It was a positive meeting that showed everyone has taken this responsibility seriously, 
and all comments were honored. 
--Mr. Collins: It was apparent that many people did a great deal of research. 
--Mrs. Brizendine: The meeting had positive energy that shows collaboration. 
--The issue of the air conditioner not being on was raised again. 
 

Mr. Schiro confirmed with Mrs. Schafer that the written responses to several questions posed to the first 
four selected candidates would be sent out to all committee members.   He also informed the group that he 
will be posting his audio recordings of the candidate interviews on his website.  He asked the committee’s 
preference on what part of the search process should the postings go up.  Committee members made it 
clear that the recordings were not done by the school district nor sanctioned by the committee, but rather 
they are a personal decision of one person to make and post on their own.  Members voiced their 
objections to the postings.   
 
 
 
Mr. Toms made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and Mr. Bass seconded the motion.  The motioned 
passed with unanimous agreement among all committee members. 

 


