	 STATEMENT OF PURPOSE  


 

 

	 WRITING A SOP :


The process of preparing a good statement of purpose requires about 4 - 6 weeks of gradual work. RELAX !! .You are not going to be writing your SOP day in and day out for 4 weeks. The actual drafting and polishing of your SOP can be done in about two weeks. Remember some amount of hard work is necessary to come with an essay that is relatively unique to you. We can basically define three stages in the process of preparing a statement of purpose .
· Research and collecting data 

· Preparing the drafts  

· Fine tuning your SOP 



	 Research and collecting data : 


 

Resume : 
Prepare your resume. A resume can be used as a starting point or reference for your SOP. A resume illustrates your academic and research credentials.   Refer to our sample prof letter for a resume. You can also search the web for various sample resumes for graduate applications.
 

Research :
Once you have decided which graduate schools to apply to browse the web and look up the specifics of the graduate program. Make a brief outline of the research areas of various faculty members. As specified before try writing to faculty members requesting information about their research. Web pages of most faculty members include their publications. Jot down a couple of publications and just go through the abstract. It will help you immensely when you talk about your research interests and prospective fields of work.    
 

Sample Essays :
You can look up sample essays in various sites. Use these essays as guidelines to draft your own. DO NOT copy any essay verbatim as most of these essays have been used by graduate students before and there are several resources on the net for faculty to check for plagiarism. However you can always utilize some good sentences and methods of presentation. Remember some of these essays are written by professionals are you are not expected to be as good as them !!!!!! So don't get disheartened. 
 



	 Preparing your Drafts  : 


 

Refer to our previous section about what a successful statement of purpose should contain. That will give a good idea about what a SOP should be about. Take a couple of days and answer these questions. Write down these answers as they will help you draft your SOP.
1 Why do I wish to pursue graduate studies ? ( remember try to be original.) 
Answers such as prospects for earning more money ( though true ! ) are not good enough. similarly do not go to the other extreme end like wishing to serve humanity ....remember this is SOP not a miss universe pageant !!!
I would probably say " I would like to pursue a career in research ..( in my field of interest ) and graduate school would help me hone the skills I have developed in my undergraduate curriculum. Thus grad school would make me better qualified to pursue my career goals and also help me contribute a mite to the development of technology "
2 Write down some instances in your life and people who have helped you crystallize your area of interest .
Influence of your teacher, a project which bought u immense satisfaction, influence of any person you have known in your life etc .You do not have to be very dramatic about the whole thing. A simple reason that an instructor in your undergraduate curriculum was very good and he / she influenced you and helped you convert an initial interest in the subject into a desire to learn more sounds good !
3 If possible narrate one instance in your academic life which helped you decide your field of interest.
4 Write down any projects you have done ..any academic activity in which you have participated of your interest ( such as conferences tech fests etc ) 
Now you have all the material necessary to prepare your first draft . Type it in MS WORD normal size .
Paragraph 1 : Write about why you wish to pursue graduate studies. You can include your inspirations,  your initial fascination with the subject and how it developed into a desire to learn more. Speak about your strength in basic analytical skills etc which will hold you in good stead in a graduate course. Keep this to 15 - 20 lines .You can split this to two smaller paragraphs but maintain continuity.
Paragraph 2 : Speak about your undergraduate course and what you have learnt ...do not just list courses ..instead speak about skills which you have developed along with the theoretical knowledge obtained. 5 - 10 lines
Paragraph 3 :Your field of interest ..how you were introduced to it ..what you have done to follow it ..ie : courses you have taken , projects you have done etc and other relevant achievements such as publications etc .10 lines
Paragraph 4 : Describe your research work ..what you have learnt and what exactly  you have done. Describe your experiment or simulation work etc and finally briefly state any significant results you might have obtained. 10 - 15 lines
Paragraph 5 : Why this particular graduate school ? Suck up to the school but not too much ! Speak about the research going on in the department and how you would like to be a part of it . 5 - 8 lines
Paragraph 6 : Brief plans of your future and some extracurricular interests    ( 5 lines ) and wind up . ( 5 lines )
First corrections :
The first draft is now ready .Take some time off ...It has been tough work ..don't think about SOPS for a day or two. 
Now check if your draft satisfies the criteria given in contents of a successful SOP .
· Are all paragraphs complete ? A paragraph must completely describe one idea .Similarly an idea / achievement  should not keep appearing all over your SOP 

· Do the ideas flow smoothly from the beginning to the end ? Any abrupt changes ? You might want to shuffle some sentences between paragraphs etc before you feel satisfied . 

· Have I rambled on too much someplace ? Maybe edit a couple of sentences . 

· Check for grammatical errors .If you are using acronyms they should be spelled out once at the time of 1st usage. 

· Have I used too many flowery phrases and do I sound corny ??? 

Then make a couple of more drafts, you might want to add some fancy sentences etc. Now you have about 4 - 5 drafts .Choose what you feel are the 3 best SOPS.


	 Fine Tuning  : 


Ok now we go for the kill . Put your SOPS away for a few days min ( 2-3 ) .The next step will require about one hour of concentrated work . Pick up your SOP . Read it a couple of times and check whether your SOP addresses all these issues .
· What  are your areas of interest ? Are they well defined   

· How did u develop these interests 

· What have u done to pursue your interests  

· What are your future goals ? 

· How will graduate study help you achieve these goals . 

· Why  that particular graduate school? Does any section of the essay demonstrate that you have researched the school and the program? 

If all these issues have been addressed satisfactorily  then you have all the basics covered. If not go back and make amends. Now look for these aspects
· Have you talked about at least one specific instance that illustrates your interest in the subject ?  for example: 

· A project that demonstrates  your interest in the field (be sure to include a reco letter from your guide!),  

· Extra-curricular activities that brought out useful aspects in you (leadership skills or team activities are particularly helpful for business school applications!),  

· A book or person who had a strong influence on you. 

· Does your essay flow smoothly? Is it one continuous piece or do the paragraphs seem unconnected and abrupt .All the paragraphs must gel together as a part of one whole essay.  
· Does the essay end well? Does it leave the reader with a sense of completion? Avoid usage of cliches like, ‘ I hope the admissions committee finds my application up to their expectations’.  

If all these issues have been addressed satisfactorily  then you have a good SOP on hand ..good in content as well as execution. If not go back and make amends. Now check for any pitfalls 
· Are you repeating information that is available from the resume? Do so very sparingly, and only if you are making a point about your  achievements during that experience. Weed out all other information that sounds like repetition . 

· Have I  digressed and spoken about unnecessary things ? If so edit it   

Tip : A good SOP invariably should not exceed more than two printed pages.  ( A - 4 size sheets default font normal size in MS WORD ) Try to keep your SOP to 2 pages unless you really have something more to say !!
Well almost done .
Now email your SOP to at least one senior in the US and ask him / her about their opinion. Request a faculty member ( who is proficient in English ) to read your SOP and obtain his / her opinion. If they suggest any corrections and you feel that those corrections are necessary then make them.
At last ! The SOP is ready ..... hmm not quite !
· Run a spell check . 

· Read the SOP a couple of times for some grammatical errors . 

· If possible take your SOP ( on a floppy ) to a professional job work center and get your margins aligned and font size checked. 

· Do not use fancy fonts and special effects . Never underline. You may use italics selectively for some phrases. 

· Insert an appropriate heading ..look at our sample sops . 

· Get the SOP printed .  

