
Joaquim Rafael dos Remédios Barreto 

(Professor of Pharmacy/Botanist – medicinal plants of Goa) 

 Joaquim Rafael dos Remédios Jesus Maria José de 

São Francisco Xavier Barbosa Barreto was born in 

Cansaulim, Salcete, Goa, on 24.10.1896. Son of Francisco 

Xavier Barreto of Velsão and Maria Olinda dos Remedios 

Barboza Noronha.  

Graduated in pharmacy from Escola Medica de Goa in 

1920. Appointed Technical Director of the Pharmacy of the 

Hospital da Misericordia de Goa, and Assistant Professor (Lente Assistente do 

Curso Farmaceutico da Escola Medica). He also served as a member of the 

Council of the Governor. He died in Cansaulim on 31.1.1977 at the age of 80. 

In addition to his professional duties he has also researched and documented the 

medicinal plants and fungi of Goa, for the feasibility of promoting these as 

pharmaceutical products and extracting and oils as perfumes. In the publications, 

each specimen was botanically identified and also its medicinal and culinary uses 

described, and in many cases, even with Konkani names. A monumental 

undertaking! 

Member of Sociedade Farmaceutica Lusitana (estd.1835).  
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Notes: 

 

1. The Botanical Survey of India reports, a total of 1332 species belonging to 

690 genera, among 152 families of angiosperms, 4 gymnosperms, 29 

pteridophytes, and 231cultigens. A total of 224 species, which are endemic 

to India are found to occur in  Goa.  

If the present trend of unplanned development and uncontrolled mining 

continues unabated, many of these species will be extinct. 

 

2. The documents in “memoria, pt.” are digitized and easily accessible. 

 

3. A sample page of his publications in Boletim Geral das Colonias…is shown 

in the next page.  

 

4. Since the publications are in Portuguese, it may not be accessible to research 

students, unless this treasure trove of information is translated. With today’s 

technology the active ingredients in these plants can be easily tested for 

efficacy of the active ingredients. 

 

5. See also: Histories of Medicine and Healing in the Indian Ocean World. The 

Modern Period, v.2, Anna Winterbottom and Facil Tesfaye, Pelgrave 

Macmillan, Publishers.  
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